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§ 671a. Members: service extension during war 

Unless terminated at an earlier date by the 
Secretary concerned, the period of active service 
of any member of an armed force is extended for 
the duration of any war in which the United 
States may be engaged and for six months there-
after. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 1(a)(1)(A), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 753.) 

§ 671b. Members: service extension when Con-
gress is not in session 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, when the President determines that the na-
tional interest so requires, he may, if Congress 
is not in session, having adjourned sine die, au-
thorize the Secretary of Defense to extend for 
not more than six months enlistments, appoint-
ments, periods of active duty, periods of active 
duty for training, periods of obligated service, or 
other military status, in any component of the 
armed forces, that expire before the thirtieth 
day after Congress next convenes or reconvenes. 

(b) An extension under this section continues 
until the sixtieth day after Congress next con-
venes or reconvenes or until the expiration of 
the period of extension specified by the Sec-
retary of Defense, whichever occurs earlier, un-
less sooner terminated by law or Executive 
order. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 1(a)(1)(A), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 753; amended Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title 
VI, § 653(a)(3), Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1462.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1989—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted ‘‘armed 
forces’’ for ‘‘Armed Forces of the United States’’. 

§ 672. Reference to chapter 1209 

Provisions of law relating to service of mem-
bers of reserve components on active duty are 
set forth in chapter 1209 of this title (beginning 
with section 12301). 

(Added Pub. L. 103–337, div. A, title XVI, 
§ 1662(e)(4), Oct. 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 2992.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 672 was renumbered section 12301 of 
this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 1, 1994, except as otherwise pro-
vided, see section 1691 of Pub. L. 103–337, set out as a 
note under section 10001 of this title. 

§ 673. Consideration of application for permanent 
change of station or unit transfer for mem-
bers on active duty who are the victim of a 
sexual assault or related offense 

(a) TIMELY CONSIDERATION AND ACTION.—The 
Secretary concerned shall provide for timely de-
termination and action on an application for 
consideration of a change of station or unit 
transfer submitted by a member of the armed 
forces serving on active duty who was a victim 
of a sexual assault or other offense covered by 
section 920, 920a, or 920c of this title (article 120, 
120a, or 120c) so as to reduce the possibility of 
retaliation against the member for reporting the 
sexual assault or other offense. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretaries of the mili-
tary departments shall issue regulations to 
carry out this section, within guidelines pro-
vided by the Secretary of Defense. These guide-
lines shall provide that the application submit-
ted by a member described in subsection (a) for 
a change of station or unit transfer must be ap-
proved or disapproved by the member’s com-
manding officer within 72 hours of the submis-
sion of the application. Additionally, if the ap-
plication is disapproved by the commanding of-
ficer, the member shall be given the opportunity 
to request review by the first general officer or 
flag officer in the chain of command of the 
member, and that decision must be made within 
72 hours of submission of the request for review. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title V, § 582(a), 
Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1432.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 673 was renumbered section 12302 of 
this title. 

[§ 673a. Renumbered § 12303] 

[§ 673b. Renumbered § 12304] 

[§ 673c. Renumbered § 12305] 

[§ 674. Renumbered § 12306] 

[§ 675. Renumbered § 12307] 

[§ 676. Renumbered § 12308] 

[§ 677. Renumbered § 12309] 

[§ 678. Renumbered § 12310] 

[§ 679. Renumbered § 12311] 

[§ 680. Renumbered § 12312] 

[§ 681. Renumbered § 12313] 

[§ 682. Renumbered § 12314] 

[§ 683. Renumbered § 12315] 

[§ 684. Renumbered § 12316] 

[§ 685. Renumbered § 12317] 

[§ 686. Renumbered § 12318] 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 686, acts Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A 
Stat. 32; Apr. 21, 1976, Pub. L. 94–273, § 11(2), 90 Stat. 378, 
provided for an annual officer grade distribution report, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 96–107, title III, § 303(a)(1), 
Nov. 9, 1979, 93 Stat. 806. 

[§ 687. Renumbered § 12319] 

CODIFICATION 

Another section 687 was renumbered section 12321 of 
this title. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 687, added Pub. L. 87–651, title I, 
§ 102(a), Sept. 7, 1962, 76 Stat. 506; amended Pub. L. 
89–718, § 6, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1115, related to 
readjustment payment upon involuntary release of 
non-regulars from active duty, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 96–513, title I, § 109(a), Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2870, ef-
fective Sept. 15, 1981. 
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§ 688. Retired members: authority to order to ac-
tive duty; duties 

(a) AUTHORITY.—Under regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense, a member described 
in subsection (b) may be ordered to active duty 
by the Secretary of the military department 
concerned at any time. 

(b) COVERED MEMBERS.—Except as provided in 
subsection (d), subsection (a) applies to the fol-
lowing members of the armed forces: 

(1) A retired member of the Regular Army, 
Regular Navy, Regular Air Force, or Regular 
Marine Corps. 

(2) A member of the Retired Reserve who 
was retired under section 1293, 3911, 3914, 6323, 
8911, or 8914 of this title. 

(3) A member of the Fleet Reserve or Fleet 
Marine Corps Reserve. 

(c) DUTIES OF MEMBER ORDERED TO ACTIVE 
DUTY.—The Secretary concerned may, to the ex-
tent consistent with other provisions of law, as-
sign a member ordered to active duty under this 
section to such duties as the Secretary considers 
necessary in the interests of national defense. 

(d) EXCLUSION OF OFFICERS RETIRED ON SELEC-
TIVE EARLY RETIREMENT BASIS.—The following 
officers may not be ordered to active duty under 
this section: 

(1) An officer who retired under section 638 
of this title. 

(2) An officer who— 
(A) after having been notified that the offi-

cer was to be considered for early retirement 
under section 638 of this title by a board con-
vened under section 611(b) of this title and 
before being considered by that board, re-
quested retirement under section 3911, 6323, 
or 8911 of this title; and 

(B) was retired pursuant to that request. 

(e) LIMITATION OF PERIOD OF RECALL SERV-
ICE.—(1) A member ordered to active duty under 
subsection (a) may not serve on active duty pur-
suant to orders under that subsection for more 
than 12 months within the 24 months following 
the first day of the active duty to which ordered 
under that subsection. 

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to the follow-
ing officers: 

(A) A chaplain who is assigned to duty as a 
chaplain for the period of active duty to which 
ordered. 

(B) A health care professional (as character-
ized by the Secretary concerned) who is as-
signed to duty as a health care professional for 
the period of active duty to which ordered. 

(C) An officer assigned to duty with the 
American Battle Monuments Commission for 
the period of active duty to which ordered. 

(D) An officer who is assigned to duty as a 
defense attaché or service attaché for the pe-
riod of active duty to which ordered. 

(f) WAIVER FOR PERIODS OF WAR OR NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY.—Subsections (d) and (e) do not 
apply in time of war or of national emergency 
declared by Congress or the President. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 521(a), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2515; amended Pub. L. 
105–85, div. A, title V, § 502, Nov. 18, 1997, 111 
Stat. 1724; Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title V, § 509(a), 
Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1091.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 688, added Pub. L. 96–513, title I, § 106, 
Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2868; amended Pub. L. 98–94, title 
X, § 1017(b)(1)–(3), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 669; Pub. L. 
99–145, title V, § 516, Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 630; Pub. L. 
102–190, div. A, title V, § 506(a), Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1359; Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title V, § 563, Nov. 30, 1993, 
107 Stat. 1669, provided that certain retired members of 
the armed forces could be ordered to active duty, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 521(a), (b), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2515, 2517, effective Sept. 30, 1997. 
See sections 688 to 690 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2001—Subsec. (e)(2)(D). Pub. L. 107–107 added subpar. 
(D). 

1997—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105–85 designated existing 
provisions as par. (1) and added par. (2). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2001 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 107–107, div. A, title V, § 509(c), Dec. 28, 2001, 
115 Stat. 1091, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 
by subsections (a) and (b) [amending this section and 
section 690 of this title] shall apply with respect to offi-
cers serving on active duty as a defense attaché or serv-
ice attaché on or after the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Dec. 28, 2001].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 521(b) of Pub. L. 104–201 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion and sections 689 and 690 of this title, amending sec-
tion 6151 of this title, and repealing former section 688 
of this title] shall take effect on September 30, 1997.’’ 

§ 688a. Retired members: temporary authority to 
order to active duty in high-demand, low- 
density assignments 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of a military 
department may order to active duty a retired 
member who agrees to serve on active duty in an 
assignment intended to alleviate a high-demand, 
low-density military capability or in any other 
specialty designated by the Secretary as critical 
to meet wartime or peacetime requirements. 
Any such order may be made only with the con-
sent of the member ordered to active duty and 
in accordance with an agreement between the 
Secretary and the member. 

(b) DURATION.—The period of active duty of a 
member under an order to active duty under 
subsection (a) shall be specified in the agree-
ment entered into under that subsection. 

(c) LIMITATION.—No more than a total of 1,000 
members may be on active duty at any time 
under subsection (a). 

(d) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER AUTHORITY.—The 
authority to order a retired member to active 
duty under this section is in addition to the au-
thority under section 688 of this title or any 
other provision of law authorizing the Secretary 
concerned to order a retired member to active 
duty. 

(e) INAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS.— 
Retired members ordered to active duty under 
subsection (a) shall not be counted for purposes 
of section 688 or 690 of this title. 

(f) EXPIRATION OF AUTHORITY.—A retired mem-
ber may not be ordered to active duty under this 
section after December 31, 2011. 

(g) HIGH-DEMAND, LOW-DENSITY MILITARY CA-
PABILITY DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
‘‘high-demand, low-density military capability’’ 
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