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1968—Pub. L. 90–235, § 8(1)(B), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat. 764, 
added item 771a. 

POLICY ON GROUND COMBAT AND CAMOUFLAGE UTILITY 
UNIFORMS 

Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title III, § 352, Oct. 28, 2009, 123 
Stat. 2262, provided that: 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy of 
the United States that the design and fielding of all fu-
ture ground combat and camouflage utility uniforms of 
the Armed Forces may uniquely reflect the identity of 
the individual military services, as long as such ground 
combat and camouflage utility uniforms, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable— 

‘‘(1) provide members of every military service an 
equivalent level of performance, functionality, and 
protection commensurate with their respective as-
signed combat missions; 

‘‘(2) minimize risk to the individual soldier, sailor, 
airman, or marine operating in the joint battlespace; 
and 

‘‘(3) provide interoperability with other components 
of individual war fighter systems, including body 
armor and other individual protective systems. 
‘‘(b) COMPTROLLER GENERAL ASSESSMENT.—The Comp-

troller General shall conduct an assessment of the 
ground combat uniforms and camouflage utility uni-
forms currently in use in the Department of Defense. 
The assessment shall examine, at a minimum, each of 
the following: 

‘‘(1) The overall performance of each uniform in 
various anticipated combat environments and thea-
ters of operations. 

‘‘(2) Whether the uniform design of each uniform 
conforms adequately and is interoperable with cur-
rently issued personal protective gear and body 
armor. 

‘‘(3) Costs associated with the design, development, 
production, procurement, and fielding of existing 
service-specific ground combat and camouflage util-
ity uniforms. 

‘‘(4) Challenges and risks associated with fielding 
members of the Armed Forces into combat theaters 
in unique or service-specific ground combat or cam-
ouflage utility uniforms, including the tactical risk 
to the individuals serving in individual augmentee, 
in-lieu of force, or joint duty assignments of use of 
different ground combat uniforms in a combat envi-
ronment. 

‘‘(5) Implications of the use of patents and other 
proprietary measures that may preclude sharing of 
technology, advanced uniform design, camouflage 
techniques, and fire retardence [sic]. 

‘‘(6) Logistical requirements to field and support 
forces in varying combat or utility uniforms. 
‘‘(c) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 28, 2009], the 
Comptroller General shall submit to the congressional 
defense committees [Committees on Armed Services 
and Appropriations of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives] the results of the assessment conducted 
under subsection (b). 

‘‘(d) REQUIREMENT FOR JOINT CRITERIA.—In support of 
the policy established in subsection (a), the Secretaries 
of the military departments, consistent with the au-
thority set out in subtitles B, C, and D of title 10, 
United States Code, shall establish joint criteria for fu-
ture ground combat uniforms by not later than 270 days 
after the Comptroller General submits the report re-
quired under subsection (c). The joint criteria shall 
take into account the findings and recommendations of 
such report and ensure that new technologies, advanced 
materials, and other advances in ground combat uni-
form design may be shared between the military serv-
ices and are not precluded from being adapted for use 
by any military service due to military service-unique 
proprietary arrangements.’’ 

§ 771. Unauthorized wearing prohibited 

Except as otherwise provided by law, no per-
son except a member of the Army, Navy, Air 

Force, or Marine Corps, as the case may be, may 
wear— 

(1) the uniform, or a distinctive part of the 
uniform, of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Ma-
rine Corps; or 

(2) a uniform any part of which is similar to 
a distinctive part of the uniform of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 34.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

771 .......... 10:1393 (1st par., less pro-
visos). 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, § 125 
(1st par., less provisos), 
39 Stat. 216. 

The words ‘‘Except as otherwise provided by law’’ are 
inserted to give effect to exceptions in other revised 
sections of this title and to provisions of other laws 
giving such organizations as the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey and the Public Health Service permission to 
wear military uniforms under certain conditions. 

§ 771a. Disposition on discharge 

(a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and 
(c), when an enlisted member of an armed force 
is discharged, the exterior articles of uniform in 
his possession that were issued to him, other 
than those that he may wear from the place of 
discharge to his home under section 772(d) of 
this title, shall be retained for military use. 

(b) When an enlisted member of an armed 
force is discharged for bad conduct, undesir-
ability, unsuitability, inaptitude, or otherwise 
than honorably— 

(1) the exterior articles of uniform in his 
possession shall be retained for military use; 

(2) under such regulations as the Secretary 
concerned prescribes, a suit of civilian cloth-
ing and an overcoat when necessary, both to 
cost not more than $30, may be issued to him; 
and 

(3) if he would be otherwise without funds to 
meet his immediate needs, he may be paid an 
amount, fixed by the Secretary concerned, of 
not more than $25. 

(c) When an enlisted member of the Army Na-
tional Guard or the Air National Guard who has 
been called into Federal service is released from 
that service, the exterior articles of uniform in 
his possession shall be accounted for as property 
issued to the Army National Guard or the Air 
National Guard, as the case may be, of the State 
or territory, Puerto Rico, or the District of Co-
lumbia of whose Army National Guard or Air 
National Guard he is a member, as prescribed in 
section 708 of title 32. 

(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 8(1)(A), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 763; amended Pub. L. 100–456, div. A, title 
XII, § 1234(a)(1), Sept. 29, 1988, 102 Stat. 2059.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–456 struck out ‘‘the 
Canal Zone,’’ after ‘‘Puerto Rico,’’. 

§ 772. When wearing by persons not on active 
duty authorized 

(a) A member of the Army National Guard or 
the Air National Guard may wear the uniform 
prescribed for the Army National Guard or the 
Air National Guard, as the case may be. 
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(b) A member of the Naval Militia may wear 
the uniform prescribed for the Naval Militia. 

(c) A retired officer of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, or Marine Corps may bear the title and 
wear the uniform of his retired grade. 

(d) A person who is discharged honorably or 
under honorable conditions from the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps may wear his 
uniform while going from the place of discharge 
to his home, within three months after his dis-
charge. 

(e) A person not on active duty who served 
honorably in time of war in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, or Marine Corps may bear the title, and, 
when authorized by regulations prescribed by 
the President, wear the uniform, of the highest 
grade held by him during that war. 

(f) While portraying a member of the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps, an actor in a 
theatrical or motion-picture production may 
wear the uniform of that armed force if the por-
trayal does not tend to discredit that armed 
force. 

(g) An officer or resident of a veterans’ home 
administered by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may wear such uniform as the Secretary of 
the military department concerned may pre-
scribe. 

(h) While attending a course of military in-
struction conducted by the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, or Marine Corps, a civilian may wear the 
uniform prescribed by that armed force if the 
wear of such uniform is specifically authorized 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the military department concerned. 

(i) Under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Air Force may prescribe, a citizen of a for-
eign country who graduates from an Air Force 
school may wear the appropriate aviation 
badges of the Air Force. 

(j) A person in any of the following categories 
may wear the uniform prescribed for that cat-
egory: 

(1) Members of the Boy Scouts of America. 
(2) Members of any other organization des-

ignated by the Secretary of a military depart-
ment. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 35; Pub. L. 
99–145, title XIII, § 1301(a)(1), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 
735; Pub. L. 101–189, div. A, title XVI, § 1621(a)(1), 
Nov. 29, 1989, 103 Stat. 1602; Pub. L. 104–201, div. 
A, title V, § 551(b), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2525.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

772(a) ......

772(b) ......

772(c) ......

772(d) ......

772(e) ......

10:1393 (words before 1st 
semicolon of 1st pro-
viso of 1st par.). 

10:1393 (15th through 18th 
words after 1st semi-
colon of 1st proviso of 
1st par.). 

10:1023 (1st sentence). 
34:43g(i). 
34:389 (less 1st and 3d 

sentences). 
10:1393 (words between 3d 

and 4th semicolons of 
1st proviso of 1st par.). 

10:1028b. 
10:1393 (words between 2d 

and 3d semicolons of 
1st proviso of 1st par.). 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, § 12 
(words before 4th semi-
colon, and words after 
7th semicolon, of 1st 
proviso of 1st par.; and 
last proviso of last 
par.), 39 Stat. 216; July 
9, 1918, ch. 143, subch. 
XVII, § 10 (last pro-
viso), 40 Stat. 892; June 
4, 1920, ch. 228, § 8, 41 
Stat. 836; June 6, 1942, 
ch. 382, 56 Stat. 328; 
May 24, 1949, ch. 139, 
§ 15(b) (last proviso), 63 
Stat. 91; July 6, 1953, 
ch. 180, § 1, 67 Stat. 140. 

34:399d. R.S. 1256 (1st sentence). 
772(f) ....... 10:1393 (words between 

8th and 9th semicolons 
of 1st proviso of 1st 
par.). 

R.S. 1457 (less 1st and 3d 
sentences); May 5, 1950, 
ch. 169, § 14(f), 64 Stat. 
147. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

772(g) ......

772(h) ......

10:1393 (last proviso of 
last par.). 

10:1393 (words between 
7th and 8th semicolons 
of 1st proviso of 1st 
par.). 

Apr. 16, 1947, ch. 38, 
§ 207(j), 61 Stat. 50; as 
redesignated (i); Aug. 
7, 1947, ch. 512, § 434(d), 
61 Stat. 882. 

772(i) .......

772(j) .......

10:1393 (words after 9th 
semicolon of 1st pro-
viso of 1st par.). 

10:1393 (words between 
1st and 2d semicolons 
of 1st proviso of 1st 
par., less 15th through 
18th words). 

June 21, 1930, ch. 563, § 2; 
restated Aug. 4, 1949, 
ch. 393, § 12, 63 Stat. 
559; July 6, 1953, ch. 
180, § 2, 67 Stat. 140. 

In subsections (a), (b), (d), (f), (g), (h), (i), and (j), the 
rules stated in the corresponding clauses of the first 
proviso of the first paragraph, and the last proviso of 
the last paragraph, of 10:1393, are restated to make 
positive the authority of the persons described in those 
subsections to wear the uniform prescribed for the ap-
propriate organization or activity. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘bear the title’’, in 
34:43g(i), applicable only to retired officers of the Navy 
Nurse Corps, are made applicable to other retired offi-
cers, to make explicit what has heretofore been im-
plicit, that a retired officer may continue to bear the 
title of his retired grade. 

In subsection (e), the words between the second and 
third semicolons of the first proviso of the first para-
graph of 10:1393 are omitted as superseded by 10:1028b 
and 34:399d, which authorize the wearing of the uniform 
by members who are discharged honorably or under 
honorable conditions. The words ‘‘when authorized by 
regulations prescribed by’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘occasions authorized by regulations of’’. 

In subsection (f), the words ‘‘while portraying a mem-
ber of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps, an 
actor in a theatrical or motion-picture production’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘any person from wearing the 
uniform of the United States Army, Navy, or Marine 
Corps, in any playhouse or theater or in moving-picture 
films while actually engaged in representing therein a 
military or naval character’’. 

In subsection (g), the word ‘‘resident’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘members’’, since the word ‘‘members’’ re-
lated to members of the now disbanded National Home 
for disabled volunteer soldiers to which were admitted 
‘‘members’’ of an organization called the ‘‘Disabled 
Volunteer Soldiers’’. The words ‘‘veterans’ home’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘national home for veter-
ans’’, since there are now no ‘‘national homes’’ admin-
istered by the Veterans’ Administration. 

In subsection (h), the words ‘‘authorized and’’ and 
‘‘for wear during such course of instruction’’ are omit-
ted as surplusage. The word ‘‘naval’’ is omitted as cov-
ered by the word ‘‘military’’. The words ‘‘Army, Navy, 
Air Force, or Marine Corps’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘military or naval authorities’’. The words ‘‘that 
armed force’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘such mili-
tary or naval authorities’’. 

In subsection (i), the words ‘‘Air Force school’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘Air Force advanced flying 
schools or Air Force service schools’’. The words ‘‘in 
such manner’’ are omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 104–201 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘if the wear of such uniform is specifically 
authorized under regulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of the military department concerned’’. 

1989—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted ‘‘Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Veterans’ Administra-
tion’’. 

1985—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 99–145 struck out provisions 
relating to a retired officer of the Navy Nurse Corps. 
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EX. ORD. NO. 10554. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY TO 
PRESCRIBE REGULATIONS 

Ex. Ord. No. 10554, Aug. 18, 1954, 19 F.R. 5295, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13286, § 77, Feb. 28, 2003, 68 F.R. 
10631, provided: 

The authority vested in the President (1) by section 
125 of the act of June 3, 1916, 39 Stat. 216, as amended 
by the first section of the act of July 6, 1953, 67 Stat. 
140, and (2) by section 2 of the act of June 21, 1930, 46 
Stat. 793, as amended by section 2 of said act of July 6, 
1953, to prescribe regulations authorizing occasions 
upon which the uniform may be worn by persons who 
have served honorably in the armed forces of the 
United States in time of war is hereby delegated to the 
Secretary of Defense so far as it pertains to the uni-
forms of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps, 
and to the Secretary of Homeland Security so far as it 
pertains to the uniform of the Coast Guard. 

§ 773. When distinctive insignia required 

(a) A person for whom one of the following 
uniforms is prescribed may wear it, if it includes 
distinctive insignia prescribed by the Secretary 
of the military department concerned to distin-
guish it from the uniform of the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, or Marine Corps, as the case may be: 

(1) The uniform prescribed by the university, 
college, or school for an instructor or member 
of the organized cadet corps of— 

(A) a State university or college, or a pub-
lic high school, having a regular course of 
military instruction; or 

(B) an educational institution having a 
regular course of military instruction, and 
having a member of the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, or Marine Corps as instructor in mili-
tary science and tactics. 

(2) The uniform prescribed by a military so-
ciety composed of persons discharged honor-
ably or under honorable conditions from the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps to be 
worn by a member of that society when au-
thorized by regulations prescribed by the 
President. 

(b) A uniform prescribed under subsection (a) 
may not include insignia of grade the same as, 
or similar to, those prescribed for officers of the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps. 

(c) Under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the military department concerned may pre-
scribe, any person who is permitted to attend a 
course of instruction prescribed for members of 
a reserve officers’ training corps, and who is not 
a member of that corps, may, while attending 
that course of instruction, wear the uniform of 
that corps. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 35; Pub. L. 
85–355, Mar. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 66.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

773(a) ......

773(b) ......

10:1393 (words between 
4th and 7th semicolons 
of 1st proviso, and 2d 
proviso, of 1st par.). 

10:1393 (last proviso of 
1st par.). 

June 3, 1916, ch. 134, § 125 
(words between 4th and 
7th semicolons of 1st 
proviso, and 2d and 
last provisos, of 1st 
par.), 39 Stat. 216; June 
4, 1920, ch. 228, § 8, 41 
Stat. 836; Sept. 15, 1951, 
ch. 402, 65 Stat. 323; 
July 6, 1953, ch. 180, § 1, 
67 Stat. 140. 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘mark’’ is omitted as sur-
plusage. 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘persons discharged 
honorably or under honorable conditions from’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘entirely of honorably dis-
charged officers or enlisted men, or both, of’’. The 
words ‘‘Regular or Volunteer’’ are omitted as surplus-
age. The words ‘‘when authorized by regulations pre-
scribed by’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘upon occa-
sions authorized by regulations of’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1958—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 85–355 added subsec. (c). 

§ 774. Religious apparel: wearing while in uni-
form 

(a) GENERAL RULE.—Except as provided under 
subsection (b), a member of the armed forces 
may wear an item of religious apparel while 
wearing the uniform of the member’s armed 
force. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary concerned 
may prohibit the wearing of an item of religious 
apparel— 

(1) in circumstances with respect to which 
the Secretary determines that the wearing of 
the item would interfere with the performance 
of the member’s military duties; or 

(2) if the Secretary determines, under regu-
lations under subsection (c), that the item of 
apparel is not neat and conservative. 

(c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary concerned 
shall prescribe regulations concerning the wear-
ing of religious apparel by members of the 
armed forces under the Secretary’s jurisdiction 
while the members are wearing the uniform. 
Such regulations shall be consistent with sub-
sections (a) and (b). 

(d) RELIGIOUS APPAREL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘religious apparel’’ means ap-
parel the wearing of which is part of the observ-
ance of the religious faith practiced by the 
member. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title V, § 508(a)(2), 
Dec. 4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1086.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 774 was renumbered section 776 of this 
title. 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 100–180, div. A, title V, § 508(c), Dec. 4, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1087, directed the Secretary concerned to pre-
scribe the regulations required by subsec. (c) of this 
section not later than the end of the 120-day period be-
ginning on Dec. 4, 1987. 

§ 775. Issue of uniform without charge 

(a) ISSUE OF UNIFORM.—The Secretary con-
cerned may issue a uniform, without charge, to 
any of the following members: 

(1) A member who is being repatriated after 
being held as a prisoner of war. 

(2) A member who is being treated at or re-
leased from a medical treatment facility as a 
consequence of being wounded or injured dur-
ing military hostilities. 

(3) A member who, as a result of the mem-
ber’s duties, has unique uniform requirements. 

(4) Any other member, if the Secretary con-
cerned determines, under exceptional circum-
stances, that the issue of the uniform to that 
member would significantly benefit the mo-
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