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tion referred to as ‘military decedents’) when approved 
by the primary next of kin of such military decedents. 

‘‘(2) PROCEDURES.—The policy developed under para-
graph (1) shall include procedures to be followed by the 
military departments in conducting appropriate cere-
monies for the dignified transfer of remains of military 
decedents. The procedures shall be uniform across the 
military departments except to the extent necessary to 
reflect the traditional practices or customs of a par-
ticular military department. 

‘‘(3) ELEMENTS.—The policy developed under para-
graph (1) shall include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(A) Provision for access by media representatives 
to transfers described in paragraph (1) if approved in 
advance by the primary next of kin of the military 
decedent or their designee. 

‘‘(B) Procedures for designating with certainty who 
is authorized to make the decision to approve media 
access at transfer ceremonies described in that para-
graph under reasonable, foreseeable circumstances. 

‘‘(C) Conditions for coverage that media representa-
tives must comply with during such transfer cere-
monies, and procedures for ensuring agreement in ad-
vance by media representatives with the conditions 
for coverage prescribed by military authorities. 

‘‘(D) Procedures for the waiver by the primary next 
of kin or other designees of Departmental polices re-
lating to delays in release of casualty information to 
the media and general public, when such waiver is re-
quired.’’ 

TRANSPORTATION OF REMAINS OF CASUALTIES DYING IN 
A THEATER OF COMBAT OPERATIONS 

Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title V, § 562, Oct. 17, 2006, 120 
Stat. 2220, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REQUIRED TRANSPORTATION.—In the case of a 
member of the Armed Forces who dies in a combat the-
ater of operations and whose remains are returned to 
the United States through the mortuary facility at 
Dover Air Force Base, Delaware, the Secretary con-
cerned, under regulations prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense, shall provide transportation of the remains 
of that member from Dover Air Force Base to the appli-
cable escorted remains destination in accordance with 
section 1482(a)(8) of title 10, United States Code, and 
this section. 

‘‘(b) ESCORTED REMAINS DESTINATION.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘escorted remains destination’ means the 
place to which remains are authorized to be trans-
ported under section 1482(a)(8) of title 10, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(c) AIR TRANSPORTATION FROM DOVER AFB.— 
‘‘(1) MILITARY TRANSPORTATION.—If transportation 

of remains under subsection (a) includes transpor-
tation by air, such transportation (except as provided 
under paragraph (2)) shall be made by military air-
craft or military-contracted aircraft. 

‘‘(2) ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION BY AIRCRAFT.— 
The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not be applica-
ble to the transportation of remains by air to the ex-
tent that the person designated to direct disposition 
of the remains directs otherwise. 

‘‘(3) PRIMARY MISSION.—When remains are trans-
ported by military aircraft or military-contracted 
aircraft under this section, the primary mission of 
the aircraft providing that transportation shall be 
the transportation of such remains. However, more 
than one set of remains may be transported on the 
same flight. 
‘‘(d) ESCORT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph 
(2), the Secretary concerned shall ensure that re-
mains transported under this section are continu-
ously escorted from Dover Air Force Base to the ap-
plicable escorted remains destination by a member of 
the Armed Forces in an appropriate grade, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(2) OTHER ESCORT.—If a specific military escort is 
requested by the person designated to direct disposi-

tion of such remains and the Secretary approves that 
request, then the Secretary is not required to provide 
an additional military escort under paragraph (1). 
‘‘(e) HONOR GUARD DETAIL.— 

‘‘(1) PROVISION OF DETAIL.—Except in a case in 
which the person designated to direct disposition of 
remains requests that no military honor guard be 
present, the Secretary concerned shall ensure that an 
honor guard detail is provided in each case of the 
transportation of remains under this section. The 
honor guard detail shall be in addition to the escort 
provided for the transportation of remains under sec-
tion (d). 

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—An honor guard detail provided 
under this section shall consist of sufficient members 
of the Armed Forces to perform the duties specified 
in paragraph (3). The members of the honor guard de-
tail shall be in uniform. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES.—Except to the extent that the person 
designated to direct disposition of remains requests 
that any of the following functions not be performed, 
an honor guard detail under this section— 

‘‘(A) shall— 
‘‘(i) travel with the remains during transpor-

tation; or 
‘‘(ii) meet the remains at the place to which 

transportation by air (or by rail or motor vehicle, 
if applicable) is made for the transfer of the re-
mains; 
‘‘(B) shall provide appropriate honors at the ar-

rival of the remains referred to in subparagraph 
(A)(ii) (unless airline or other security require-
ments do not permit such honors to be provided); 
and 

‘‘(C) shall participate in the transfer of the re-
mains from an aircraft, when airport and airline se-
curity requirements permit, by carrying out the re-
mains with a flag draped over the casket to a 
hearse or other form of ground transportation for 
travel to a funeral home or other place designated 
by the person designated to direct disposition of 
such remains. 

‘‘(f) SECRETARY CONCERNED DEFINED.—In this section, 
the term ‘Secretary concerned’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 101(a)(9) of title 10, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(g) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect 
at such time as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense, but not later than January 1, 2007.’’ 

§ 1482a. Expenses incident to death: civilian em-
ployees serving with an armed force 

(a) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—The Secretary 
concerned may pay the expenses incident to the 
death of a civilian employee who dies of injuries 
incurred in connection with the employee’s serv-
ice with an armed force in a contingency oper-
ation, or who dies of injuries incurred in connec-
tion with a terrorist incident occurring during 
the employee’s service with an armed force, as 
follows: 

(1) Round-trip transportation and prescribed 
allowances for one person to escort the re-
mains of the employee to the place authorized 
under section 5742(b)(1) of title 5. 

(2) Presentation of a flag of the United 
States to the next of kin of the employee. 

(3) Presentation of a flag of equal size to the 
flag presented under paragraph (2) to the par-
ents or parent of the employee, if the person 
to be presented a flag under paragraph (2) is 
other than the parent of the employee. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall prescribe regulations to implement this 
section. The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall prescribe regulations to implement this 
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section with regard to civilian employees of the 
Department of Homeland Security. Regulations 
under this subsection shall be uniform to the ex-
tent possible and shall provide for the Sec-
retary’s consideration of the conditions and cir-
cumstances surrounding the death of an em-
ployee and the nature of the employee’s service 
with the armed force. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘civilian employee’’ means a 

person employed by the Federal Government, 
including a person entitled to basic pay in ac-
cordance with the General Schedule provided 
in section 5332 of title 5 or a similar basic pay 
schedule of the Federal Government. 

(2) The term ‘‘contingency operation’’ in-
cludes humanitarian operations, peacekeeping 
operations, and similar operations. 

(3) The term ‘‘parent’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 1482(e)(5)(A) of this title. 

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ includes 
the Secretary of Defense with respect to em-
ployees of the Department of Defense who are 
not employees of a military department. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title III, § 368(a), 
Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1633; amended Pub. L. 
103–337, div. A, title X, § 1070(a)(8)(A), Oct. 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2855; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(b)(20), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4370.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 1482(e)(5)(A)’’ for ‘‘section 1482(a)(11)’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ in two 
places. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘civilian’’ for ‘‘Civil-
ian’’ in section catchline. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 368(c) of Pub. L. 103–160 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendments made by this section [enacting this sec-
tion] shall apply with respect to the payment of inci-
dental expenses for civilian employees who die while 
serving in a contingency operation that occurs after 
the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 30, 1993].’’ 

§ 1483. Prisoners of war and interned enemy 
aliens 

The Secretary concerned may provide for the 
care and disposition of the remains of prisoners 
of war and interned enemy aliens who die while 
in his custody and, incident thereto, pay the 
necessary expenses of— 

(1) notification to the next of kin or other 
appropriate person; 

(2) preparation of the remains for burial, in-
cluding cremation; 

(3) furnishing of clothing; 
(4) furnishing of a casket or urn, or both, 

with outside box; 
(5) transportation of the remains to the cem-

etery or other place selected by the Secretary; 
and 

(6) interment of the remains. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 113.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1483 ......... 5:2155 (as applicable to 
armed forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 5 
(as applicable to armed 
forces), 68 Stat. 479. 

The list of payable expenses has been rearranged to 
produce a generally chronological result. The words 
‘‘incurred for’’, and the words ‘‘articles of’’ in clause 
(3), are omitted as surplusage. In clause (5), the words 
‘‘cemetery or other place’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘town, city, or cemetery’’. 

§ 1484. Pensioners, indigent patients, and per-
sons who die on military reservations 

If proper disposition of the remains cannot 
otherwise be made, the Secretary concerned 
may provide for the care and disposition of the 
remains of pensioners and indigent patients who 
die in hospitals operated by his department and 
of persons who die on the military reservations 
of that department and, incident thereto, pay 
the necessary expenses of— 

(1) notification to the next of kin or other 
appropriate person; 

(2) preparation of the remains for burial, in-
cluding cremation; 

(3) furnishing of clothing; 
(4) furnishing of a casket or urn, or both, 

with outside box; 
(5) transportation of the remains to a ceme-

tery selected by the Secretary; and 
(6) interment of the remains. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 114.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1484 ......... 5:2156 (as applicable to 
armed forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 6 
(as applicable to armed 
forces), 68 Stat. 479. 

The words ‘‘If proper disposition of the remains can-
not otherwise be made’’ are substituted for 5:2156 (last 
sentence). The words ‘‘maintained and’’ and ‘‘incurred 
for’’, and the words ‘‘articles of’’ in clause (3), are omit-
ted as surplusage. The words ‘‘of that department’’ are 
inserted for clarity. 

§ 1485. Dependents of members of armed forces 

(a) The Secretary concerned may, if a depend-
ent of a member of an armed force dies while the 
member is on active duty (other than for train-
ing), provide for, and pay the necessary expenses 
of, transporting the remains of the deceased de-
pendent to the home of the decedent or to any 
other place that the Secretary determines to be 
the appropriate place of interment. 

(b) The Secretary may furnish mortuary serv-
ices and supplies, on a reimbursable basis, for 
persons covered by subsection (a), if (1) that ac-
tion is practicable, and (2) local commercial 
mortuary services and supplies are not available 
or the Secretary believes that their cost is pro-
hibitive. 

(c) Reimbursement for mortuary services and 
supplies furnished under this section shall be 
collected and credited to appropriations avail-
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