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Sec. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Pub. L. 111–84, div. A, title V, § 541(b), Oct. 28, 
2009, 123 Stat. 2298, substituted ‘‘Program to resolve 
preenactment missing person cases’’ for 
‘‘Preenactment cases’’ in item 1509. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title V, § 578(f)(2)(B), 
Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2537, struck out ‘‘, special inter-
est’’ after ‘‘Preenactment’’ in item 1509. 

§ 1501. System for accounting for missing persons 

(a) RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISSING PERSONNEL.— 
(1) The Secretary of Defense shall designate 
within the Office of the Secretary of Defense an 
official as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Af-
fairs to have responsibility for Department of 
Defense matters relating to missing persons. 
Subject to the authority, direction, and control 
of the Secretary of Defense, the responsibilities 
of the official designated under this paragraph 
shall include— 

(A) policy, control, and oversight within the 
Department of Defense of the entire process 
for investigation and recovery related to miss-
ing persons (including matters related to 
search, rescue, escape, and evasion); 

(B) policy, control, and oversight of the pro-
gram established under section 1509 of this 
title, as well as the accounting for missing 
persons (including locating, recovering, and 
identifying missing persons or their remains 
after hostilities have ceased); and 

(C) coordination for the Department of De-
fense with other departments and agencies of 
the United States on all matters concerning 
missing persons. 

(2) The official designated under paragraph (1) 
shall also serve as the Director, Defense Pris-
oner of War/Missing Personnel Office, as estab-
lished under paragraph (6)(A), exercising author-
ity, direction, and control over that activity. 

(3) In carrying out the responsibilities estab-
lished under this subsection, the official des-
ignated under paragraph (1) and (2) shall be re-
sponsible for the coordination for such purposes 
within the Department of Defense among the 
military departments, the Joint Staff, and the 
commanders of the combatant commands. 

(4) The designated official shall establish poli-
cies, which shall apply uniformly throughout 
the Department of Defense, for personnel recov-
ery (including search, rescue, escape, and eva-
sion) and for personnel accounting (including lo-
cating, recovering, and identifying missing per-
sons or their remains after hostilities have 
ceased). 

(5) The designated official shall establish pro-
cedures to be followed by Department of Defense 
boards of inquiry, and by officials reviewing the 
reports of such boards, under this chapter. 

(6)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall establish 
an activity to account for personnel who are 
missing or whose remains have not been recov-
ered from the conflict in which they were lost. 
This activity shall be known as the Defense 
Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office. The 
Secretary of Defense shall ensure that the activ-
ity is provided sufficient military and civilian 
personnel, and sufficient funding, to enable the 
activity to fully perform the complete range of 

missions of the activity. The Secretary shall en-
sure that Department of Defense programming, 
planning, and budgeting procedures are struc-
tured so as to ensure compliance with the pre-
ceding sentence for each fiscal year. 

(B)(i) For any fiscal year, the number of mili-
tary and civilian personnel, whether temporary 
or permanent, assigned or detailed activity may 
not be less than the number requested in the 
President’s budget for fiscal year 2003, unless a 
level below such number is expressly required by 
law. 

(ii) If for any reason the number of military 
and civilian personnel assigned or detailed ac-
tivity should fall below the required level under 
clause (i), the Secretary of Defense shall 
promptly notify the Committees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the number of personnel so assigned or de-
tailed and of the Secretary’s plan to restore the 
staffing level of the activity to at least the re-
quired minimum number under clause (i). The 
Secretary shall publish such notice and plan in 
the Federal Register. 

(C) For any fiscal year, the level of funding al-
located to the activity within the Department of 
Defense may not be below the level requested for 
such purposes in the President’s budget for fis-
cal year 2003, unless such a level of funding is 
expressly required by law. 

(b) UNIFORM DOD PROCEDURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Defense shall prescribe procedures, to 
apply uniformly throughout the Department of 
Defense, for— 

(A) the determination of the status of per-
sons described in subsection (c); and 

(B) for the systematic, comprehensive, and 
timely collection, analysis, review, dissemina-
tion, and periodic update of information relat-
ed to such persons. 

(2) Such procedures may provide for the dele-
gation by the Secretary of Defense of any re-
sponsibility of the Secretary under this chapter 
to the Secretary of a military department. 

(3) Such procedures shall be prescribed in a 
single directive applicable to all elements of the 
Department of Defense. 

(4) As part of such procedures, the Secretary 
may provide for the extension, on a case-by-case 
basis, of any time limit specified in section 1502, 
1503, or 1504 of this title. Any such extension 
may not be for a period in excess of the period 
with respect to which the extension is provided. 
Subsequent extensions may be provided on the 
same basis. 

(c) COVERED PERSONS.—(1) Section 1502 of this 
title applies in the case of any member of the 
armed forces on active duty— 

(A) who becomes involuntarily absent as a 
result of a hostile action or under circum-
stances suggesting that the involuntary ab-
sence is a result of a hostile action; and 

(B) whose status is undetermined or who is 
unaccounted for. 

(2) Section 1502 of this title applies in the case 
of any other person who is a citizen of the 
United States and a civilian officer or employee 
of the Department of Defense or (subject to 
paragraph (3)) an employee of a contractor of 
the Department of Defense— 
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