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military child development center. As part of 
such program, the Secretary of Defense may es-
tablish fees for attendance of children at such a 
center, in the case of parents who participate in 
the parent participation program at that center, 
at rates lower than the rates that otherwise 
apply. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 334.) 

§ 1796. Subsidies for family home day care 

The Secretary of Defense may use appro-
priated funds available for military child care 
purposes to provide assistance to family home 
day care providers so that family home day care 
services can be provided to members of the 
armed forces at a cost comparable to the cost of 
services provided by military child development 
centers. The Secretary shall prescribe regula-
tions for the provision of such assistance. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 334.) 

§ 1797. Early childhood education program 

The Secretary of Defense shall require that all 
military child development centers meet stand-
ards of operation necessary for accreditation by 
an appropriate national early childhood pro-
grams accrediting body. 

(Added Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title V, § 568(a)(1), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 335.) 

§ 1798. Child care services and youth program 
services for dependents: financial assistance 
for providers 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may 
provide financial assistance to an eligible civil-
ian provider of child care services or youth pro-
gram services that furnishes such services for 
members of the armed forces and employees of 
the United States if the Secretary determines 
that providing such financial assistance— 

(1) is in the best interest of the Department 
of Defense; 

(2) enables supplementation or expansion of 
furnishing of child care services or youth pro-
gram services for military installations, while 
not supplanting or replacing such services; 
and 

(3) ensures that the eligible provider is able 
to comply, and does comply, with the regula-
tions, policies, and standards of the Depart-
ment of Defense that are applicable to the fur-
nishing of such services. 

(b) ELIGIBLE PROVIDERS.—A provider of child 
care services or youth program services is eligi-
ble for financial assistance under this section if 
the provider— 

(1) is licensed to provide those services under 
applicable State and local law; 

(2) has previously provided such services for 
members of the armed forces or employees of 
the United States; and 

(3) either— 
(A) is a family home day care provider; or 
(B) is a provider of family child care serv-

ices that— 
(i) otherwise provides federally funded or 

sponsored child development services; 

(ii) provides the services in a child devel-
opment center owned and operated by a 
private, not-for-profit organization; 

(iii) provides before-school or after- 
school child care program in a public 
school facility; 

(iv) conducts an otherwise federally 
funded or federally sponsored school age 
child care or youth services program; 

(v) conducts a school age child care or 
youth services program that is owned and 
operated by a not-for-profit organization; 
or 

(vi) is a provider of another category of 
child care services or youth services deter-
mined by the Secretary of Defense as ap-
propriate for meeting the needs of mem-
bers of the armed forces or employees of 
the Department of Defense. 

(c) FUNDING.—To provide financial assistance 
under this subsection, the Secretary of Defense 
may use any funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for operation and maintenance. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title V, 
§ 584(a)(1)(B), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 634; amended 
Pub. L. 107–314, div. A, title X, § 1041(a)(6), Dec. 
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2645.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 1798 was renumbered section 1800 of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–314 struck out heading 
and text of subsec. (d). Text read as follows: 

‘‘(1) Every two years the Secretary of Defense shall 
submit to Congress a report on the exercise of author-
ity under this section. The report shall include an eval-
uation of the effectiveness of that authority for meet-
ing the needs of members of the armed forces or em-
ployees of the Department of Defense for child care 
services and youth program services. The report may 
include any recommendations for legislation that the 
Secretary considers appropriate to enhance the capa-
bility of the Department of Defense to meet those 
needs. 

‘‘(2) A biennial report under this subsection may be 
combined with the biennial report under section 1799(d) 
of this title into a single report for submission to Con-
gress.’’ 

FIRST BIENNIAL REPORTS 

Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title V, § 584(b), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 
Stat. 636, provided that the first biennial reports under 
former sections 1798(d) and 1799(d) of this title were to 
be submitted not later than Mar. 31, 2002, and were to 
cover fiscal years 2000 and 2001. 

§ 1799. Child care services and youth program 
services for dependents: participation by 
children and youth otherwise ineligible 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense may 
authorize participation in child care or youth 
programs of the Department of Defense, to the 
extent of the availability of space and services, 
by children and youth under the age of 19 who 
are not dependents of members of the armed 
forces or of employees of the Department of De-
fense and are not otherwise eligible for partici-
pation in those programs. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Authorization of participa-
tion in a program under subsection (a) shall be 
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