§2614

§2614. Emergency communications equipment:
acceptance from local public safety agencies
for temporary use related to disasters

(a) AUTHORITY TO ACCEPT EQUIPMENT.—(1) Sub-
ject to subsection (¢), the Secretary concerned—
(1) may accept communications equipment
for use in coordinating joint response and re-
covery operations with public safety agencies
in the event of a disaster; and
(2) may accept services related to the oper-
ation and maintenance of such equipment.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The authority under sub-
section (a) shall be exercised under regulations
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense.

(¢c) LIMITATIONS.—(1) Equipment may be ac-
cepted under subsection (a)(1) only to the extent
that communications equipment under the con-
trol of the Secretary concerned at the potential
disaster response site is inadequate to meet
military requirements for communicating with
public safety agencies during the period of re-
sponse to the disaster.

(2) Services may be accepted under subsection
(a)(2) related to the operation and maintenance
of communications equipment only to the ex-
tent that the necessary capabilities are not
available to the military commander having
custody of the equipment.

(d) LIABILITY.—A person providing services ac-
cepted under this section may not be considered,
by reason of the provision of such services, to be
an officer, employee, or agent of the United
States for any purpose.

(Added Pub. L. 108-375, div. A, title X, §1051(a),
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2053, §2613; renumbered
§2614 and amended Pub. L. 109-364, div. A, title
X, §1071(a)(19)(A), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2399.)

AMENDMENTS

2006—Pub. L. 109-364 renumbered section 2613 of this
title as this section and redesignated the second subsec.
(c) as (d).
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AMENDMENTS

2011—Pub. L. 111-383, div. A, title III, §352(f), Jan. 7,
2011, 124 Stat. 4194, added items 2648 and 2649 and struck
out former items 2648 ‘‘Persons and supplies: sea trans-
portation” and 2649 ‘‘Civilian passengers and commer-
cial cargoes: transportation on Department of Defense
vessels’.

2008—Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title III, §374(b), Jan. 28,
2008, 122 Stat. 83, added item 2641b.

2004—Pub. L. 108-375, div. A, title X, §1072(d)(1), Oct.
28, 2004, 118 Stat. 2058, added items 2648 to 2651.

2003—Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title VI, §634(b), title X,
§1006(b)(2), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1510, 1585, added item
2636a and amended item 2642 generally, substituting
‘‘Airlift services provided to certain other agencies: use
of Department of Defense reimbursement rate’” for
‘“‘Reimbursement rate for airlift services provided to
Central Intelligence Agency’’.

2001—Pub. L. 107-107, div. A, title V, §574(b), Dec. 28,
2001, 115 Stat. 1122, added item 2647.

2000—Pub. L. 106-398, §1 [[div. A], title X, §1009(a)(2)],
Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 16564A-251, substituted ‘‘De-
ductions from amounts due carriers” for ‘‘Deductions
from carriers because of loss or damage to material in
transit’ in item 2636.

1998—Pub. L. 105262, title VIII, §8121(b), Oct. 17, 1998,
112 Stat. 2332, added item 2641a.

Pub. L. 105-261, div. A, title VIII, §813(b), Oct. 17, 1998,
112 Stat. 2087, added item 2646.

1996—Pub. L. 104-201, div. A, title III, §368(a)(2)(B),
title IX, §906(d)(1), title X, §1079(b)(2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110
Stat. 2498, 2620, 2670, substituted ‘‘Motor vehicles:
transportation or storage for members on change of
permanent station or extended deployment’ for ‘‘Motor
vehicles: for members on change of permanent station”
in item 2634 and added items 2644 and 2645.

Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title III, §334(b), Feb. 10, 1996,
110 Stat. 262, added item 2643.

1993—Pub. L. 103-160, div. A, title XI, §1173(b), Nov. 30,
1993, 107 Stat. 1767, added item 2631a.

1991—Pub. L. 102-88, title V, §501(b), Aug. 14, 1991, 105
Stat. 435, added item 2642.

1990—Pub. L. 101-510, div. A, title III, §326(a)(2), Nov.
5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1531, added item 2637.

1987—Pub. L. 100-180, div. A, title XII, §1250(a)(2), Dec.
4, 1987, 101 Stat. 1168, added item 2641.

1986—Pub. L. 99-661, div. A, title XII, §1204(a)(2), Nov.
14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3971, added item 2640.
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Pub. L. 99-550, §2(a)(2), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3070,
struck out item 2637 ‘‘Transportation between resi-
dence and place of work for senior defense officials’.

1984—Pub. L. 98-525, title VI, §614(b), title XIV,
§1401(j)(2), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2540, 2620, added items
2637 to 2639.

1982—Pub. L. 97-258, §2(b)(5)(A), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat.
1053, added item 2636.

1979—Pub. L. 96-125, title VIII, §807(c)(2), Nov. 26, 1979,
93 Stat. 950, inserted ‘‘and on military installations’
after ‘‘places of employment’ in item 2632.

1973—Pub. L. 93-155, title VIII, §814(b), Nov. 16, 1973, 87
Stat. 621, added item 2635.

1965—Pub. L. 89-101, §1(2), July 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 425,
substituted ‘‘change of permanent station” for ‘‘perma-
nent change of station’ in item 2634.

1962—Pub. L. 87-651, title I, §111(c), Sept. 7, 1962, 76
Stat. 511, substituted ‘‘Stevedoring and terminal serv-
ices: vessels carrying cargo or passengers sponsored by
military department’ for ‘‘Terminal Services, furnish
to commercial steamship companies’ in item 2633, and
added item 2634.

1957—Pub. L. 85-44, §2, June 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 45, added
item 2633.

§2631. Supplies: preference to United States ves-
sels

(a) Only vessels of the United States or be-
longing to the United States may be used in the
transportation by sea of supplies bought for the
Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps. How-
ever, if the President finds that the freight
charged by those vessels is excessive or other-
wise unreasonable, contracts for transportation
may be made as otherwise provided by law.
Charges made for the transportation of those
supplies by those vessels may not be higher than
the charges made for transporting like goods for
private persons.

(b)(1) In each request for proposals to enter
into a time-charter contract for the use of a ves-
sel for the transportation of supplies under this
section, the Secretary of Defense shall require
that any reflagging or repair work on a vessel
for which a proposal is submitted in response to
the request for proposals be performed in the
United States (including any territory of the
United States).

(2) In paragraph (1), the term ‘‘reflagging or
repair work’” means work performed on a ves-
sel—

(A) to enable the vessel to meet applicable
standards to become a vessel of the United
States; or

(B) to convert the vessel to a more useful
military configuration.

(3) The Secretary of Defense may waive the re-
quirement described in paragraph (1) if the Sec-
retary determines that such waiver is critical to
the national security of the United States. The
Secretary shall immediately notify the Congress
of any such waiver and the reasons for such
waiver.

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 146; Pub. L.
103-160, div. A, title III, §315(a), Nov. 30, 1993, 107
Stat. 1619.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
2631 ......... 10:1365. Apr. 28, 1904, ch. 1766, 33
34:528. Stat. 518.
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The word ‘‘supplies’” is substituted for the words
‘‘coal, provisions, fodder, or supplies of any descrip-
tion”’, in 10:1365 and 34:528. The words ‘‘pursuant to
law’’ and ‘‘the use of”’, in 10:1365 and 34:528, are omitted
as surplusage. The words ‘‘as otherwise provided by
law’’, in 10:1365 and 34:528, are used rather than the
words ‘‘under the law as it now exists’’, in section 1 of
the Act of April 28, 1904, ch. 1766, 33 Stat. 518. The word
“may”’ is substituted for the word ‘‘shall”’. The words
‘“‘However, if”’ are substituted for the words ‘‘unless
* * * in which case’. The words ‘‘private persons’ are
substituted for the words ‘‘private parties or compa-
nies’’, in 10:1365 and 34:528. The last sentence is sub-
stituted for the proviso of 10:1365 and 34:528.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-160 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Section 315(b) of Pub. L. 103-160 provided that: ‘““The
amendment made by subsection (a) [amending this sec-
tion] shall apply to a vessel for which reflagging or re-
pair work is necessary to be performed after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Nov. 30, 1993].”’

OBTAINING CARRIAGE BY VESSEL: CRITERION REGARDING
OVERHAUL, REPAIR, AND MAINTENANCE OF VESSELS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Pub. L. 109-364, div. A, title X, §1017, Oct. 17, 2006, 120
Stat. 2379, as amended by Pub. L. 110-181, div. A, title
X, §1063(c)(9), div. C, title XXXV, §3526(a), Jan. 28, 2008,
122 Stat. 323, 601, provided that:

‘“(a) ACQUISITION PoLICY.—In order to maintain the
national defense industrial base, the Secretary of De-
fense shall issue an acquisition policy that establishes,
as a criterion required to be considered in obtaining
carriage by vessel of cargo for the Department of De-
fense, the extent to which an offeror of such carriage
had overhaul, repair, and maintenance work for cov-
ered vessels of the offeror performed in shipyards lo-
cated in the United States.

‘“(b) COVERED VESSELS.—A vessel is a covered vessel
of an offeror under this section if the vessel is—

‘(1) owned, operated, or controlled by the offeror;
and

“(2) qualified to engage in the carriage of cargo in
the coastwise or non-contiguous trade under sections
12112 and 50501 and chapter 551 of title 46, United
States Code.

‘“(c) APPLICATION OF PoLIcY.—The acquisition policy
shall include rules providing for application of the pol-
icy to covered vessels as expeditiously as is practicable
based on the nature of carriage obtained, and by no
later than June 1, 2007.

‘(d) REGULATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall prescribe
regulations as necessary to carry out the acquisition
policy and submit such regulations to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, by not later than June 1, 2007.

“(2) INTERIM REGULATIONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may prescribe
interim regulations as necessary to carry out the
acquisition policy. For this purpose, the Secretary
is excepted from compliance with the notice and
comment requirements of section 553 of title 5,
United States Code.

‘(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Upon the issuance
of interim regulations under this paragraph, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives the interim regulations and a descrip-
tion of the acquisition policy developed (or being
developed) under subsection (a).

‘(C) EXPIRATION.—AIl interim regulations pre-
scribed under the authority of this paragraph that
are not earlier superseded by final regulations shall
expire no later than June 1, 2007.
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