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§5041. Headquarters, Marine Corps: function;
composition

(a) There is in the executive part of the De-
partment of the Navy a Headquarters, Marine
Corps. The function of the Headquarters, Marine
Corps, is to assist the Secretary of the Navy in
carrying out his responsibilities.

(b) The Headquarters, Marine Corps, is com-
posed of the following:

(1) The Commandant of the Marine Corps.

(2) The Assistant Commandant of the Marine
Corps.

(3) The Deputy Commandants.

(4) Other members of the Navy and Marine
Corps assigned or detailed to the Head-
quarters, Marine Corps.

(5) Civilian employees in the Department of
the Navy assigned or detailed to the Head-
quarters, Marine Corps.

(c) Except as otherwise specifically prescribed
by law, the Headquarters, Marine Corps, shall be
organized in such manner, and its members shall
perform such duties and have such titles, as the
Secretary may prescribe.

(Added Pub. L. 99433, title V, §513(b), Oct. 1,
1986, 100 Stat. 1052; amended Pub. L. 106-398, §1
[[div. A], title IX, §902(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
16564, 1664A-224.)
AMENDMENTS

2000—Subsec. (b)(3) to (7). Pub. L. 106-398 added par.
(3), redesignated pars. (6) and (7) as (4) and (b), respec-
tively, and struck out former pars. (3) to (6) which read
as follows:

¢“(8) The Chief of Staff of the Marine Corps.

‘“(4) The Deputy Chiefs of Staff.

*“(5) The Assistant Chiefs of Staff.”

§5042. Headquarters, Marine Corps: general du-
ties

(a) The Headquarters, Marine Corps, shall fur-
nish professional assistance to the Secretary,
the Under Secretary, and the Assistant Sec-
retaries of the Navy and to the Commandant of
the Marine Corps.

(b) Under the authority, direction, and control
of the Secretary of the Navy, the Headquarters,
Marine Corps, shall—

(1) subject to subsections (c¢) and (d) of sec-
tion 5014 of this title, prepare for such employ-
ment of the Marine Corps, and for such re-
cruiting, organizing, supplying, equipping (in-
cluding research and development), training,
servicing, mobilizing, demobilizing, admin-
istering, and maintaining of the Marine Corps,
as will assist in the execution of any power,
duty, or function of the Secretary or the Com-
mandant;

(2) investigate and report upon the efficiency
of the Marine Corps and its preparation to sup-
port military operations by combatant com-
manders;

(3) prepare detailed instructions for the exe-
cution of approved plans and supervise the
execution of those plans and instructions;

(4) as directed by the Secretary or the Com-
mandant, coordinate the action of organiza-
tions of the Marine Corps; and

(5) perform such other duties, not otherwise
assigned by law, as may be prescribed by the
Secretary.

TITLE 10—ARMED FORCES

§5043

(Added Pub. L. 99-433, title V, §513(b), Oct. 1,
1986, 100 Stat. 1052.)

§5043. Commandant of the Marine Corps

(a)(1) There is a Commandant of the Marine
Corps, appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate. The Com-
mandant shall be appointed for a term of four
years from the general officers of the Marine
Corps. He serves at the pleasure of the Presi-
dent. In time of war or during a national emer-
gency declared by Congress, he may be reap-
pointed for a term of not more than four years.

(2) The President may appoint an officer as
Commandant of the Marine Corps only if—

(A) the officer has had significant experience
in joint duty assignments; and

(B) such experience includes at least one full
tour of duty in a joint duty assignment (as de-
fined in section 664(f) of this title) as a general
officer.

(3) The President may waive paragraph (2) in
the case of an officer if the President determines
such action is necessary in the national interest.

(b) The Commandant of the Marine Corps,
while so serving, has the grade of general with-
out vacating his permanent grade.

[(c) Repealed. Pub. L. 104-106, div. A, title V,
§502(c), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 293.]

(d) Except as otherwise prescribed by law and
subject to section 5013(f) of this title, the Com-
mandant performs his duties under the author-
ity, direction, and control of the Secretary of
the Navy and is directly responsible to the Sec-
retary.

(e) Subject to the authority, direction, and
control of the Secretary of the Navy, the Com-
mandant shall—

(1) preside over the Headquarters, Marine
Corps;

(2) transmit the plans and recommendations
of the Headquarters, Marine Corps, to the Sec-
retary and advise the Secretary with regard to
such plans and recommendations;

(3) after approval of the plans or recom-
mendations of the Headquarters, Marine
Corps, by the Secretary, act as the agent of
the Secretary in carrying them into effect;

(4) exercise supervision, consistent with the
authority assigned to commanders of unified
or specified combatant commands under chap-
ter 6 of this title, over such of the members
and organizations of the Marine Corps and the
Navy as the Secretary determines;

(5) perform the duties prescribed for him by
section 171 of this title and other provisions of
law; and

(6) perform such other military duties, not
otherwise assigned by law, as are assigned to
him by the President, the Secretary of De-
fense, or the Secretary of the Navy.

(f)(1) The Commandant shall also perform the
duties prescribed for him as a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff under section 151 of this
title.

(2) To the extent that such action does not im-
pair the independence of the Commandant in the
performance of his duties as a member of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Commandant shall in-
form the Secretary regarding military advice
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