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included in transfer to Secretary of the Treasury, see 
note set out under section 1 of this title. 

APPLICATION TO DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Provisions of this section were made applicable to 
banks, etc., in the District of Columbia by act Mar. 4, 
1933, ch. 274, § 4, 47 Stat. 1567. 

SUBCHAPTER III—DIRECTORS 

§ 71. Election 

The affairs of each association shall be man-
aged by not less than five directors, who shall be 
elected by the shareholders at a meeting to be 
held at any time before the association is au-
thorized by the Comptroller of the Currency to 
commence the business of banking; and after-
ward at meetings to be held on such day of each 
year as is specified therefor in the bylaws. The 
directors shall hold office for a period of not 
more than 3 years, and until their successors are 
elected and have qualified. In accordance with 
regulations issued by the Comptroller of the 
Currency, a national bank may adopt bylaws 
that provide for staggering the terms of its di-
rectors. 

(R.S. § 5145; Pub. L. 88–232, § 1, Dec. 23, 1963, 77 
Stat. 472; Pub. L. 106–569, title XII, § 1205(a), Dec. 
27, 2000, 114 Stat. 3033.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5145 derived from act June 3, 1864, ch. 106, §§ 9, 
10, 13 Stat. 102, which was the National Bank Act. See 
section 38 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pub. L. 106–569 substituted ‘‘for a period of not 
more than 3 years’’ for ‘‘for one year’’ and inserted at 
end ‘‘In accordance with regulations issued by the 
Comptroller of the Currency, a national bank may 
adopt bylaws that provide for staggering the terms of 
its directors.’’ 

1963—Pub. L. 88–232 substituted ‘‘on such day of each 
year as is specified therefor in the bylaws’’ for ‘‘on such 
day in January of each year as is specified therefor in 
the articles of association’’. 

EXCEPTION AS TO TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested by any provision of law in Comp-
troller of the Currency, referred to in this section, not 
included in transfer of functions to Secretary of the 
Treasury, see note set out under section 1 of this title. 

§ 71a. Number of directors; penalties 

After one year from June 16, 1933, notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the board of 
directors, board of trustees, or other similar 
governing body of every national banking asso-
ciation and of every State bank or trust com-
pany which is a member of the Federal Reserve 
System shall consist of not less than five nor 
more than twenty-five members, except that the 
Comptroller of the Currency may, by regulation 
or order, exempt a national bank from the 25- 
member limit established by this section. If any 
national banking association violates the provi-
sions of this section and continues such viola-
tion after thirty days’ notice from the Comp-
troller of the Currency, the said Comptroller 
may appoint a receiver or conservator therefor, 
in accordance with the provisions of existing 
law. If any State bank or trust company which 
is a member of the Federal Reserve System vio-

lates the provisions of this section and con-
tinues such violation after thirty days’ notice 
from the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, it shall be subject to the forfeit-
ure of its membership in the Federal Reserve 
System in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 327 of this title. 

(June 16, 1933, ch. 89, § 31, 48 Stat. 194; June 16, 
1934, ch. 546, § 4, 48 Stat. 971; Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 614, 
title II, § 203(a), title III, § 306, 49 Stat. 704, 708; 
Pub. L. 106–569, title XII, § 1205(b), Dec. 27, 2000, 
114 Stat. 3034.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pub. L. 106–569 inserted before period at end of 
first sentence ‘‘, except that the Comptroller of the 
Currency may, by regulation or order, exempt a na-
tional bank from the 25-member limit established by 
this section’’. 

1935—Act June 16, 1934, as amended by act Aug. 23, 
1935, § 306, repealed a former provision of this section 
relating to stock ownership requirements of directors, 
trustees, or members of similar governing bodies of any 
national banking association, or of any State bank or 
trust company which is a member of the Federal Re-
serve System. 

1934—Act June 16, 1934, repealed a former provision of 
this section relating to stock ownership requirements 
of directors, trustees, or members of similar governing 
bodies of member banks of the Federal Reserve System. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Section 203(a) of act Aug. 23, 1935, changed name of 
Federal Reserve Board to Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System. 

EXCEPTION AS TO TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested by any provision of law in Comp-
troller of the Currency, referred to in this section, not 
included in transfer of functions to Secretary of the 
Treasury, see note set out under section 1 of this title. 

§ 72. Qualifications 

Every director must, during his whole term of 
service, be a citizen of the United States, and at 
least a majority of the directors must have re-
sided in the State, Territory, or District in 
which the association is located, or within one 
hundred miles of the location of the office of the 
association, for at least one year immediately 
preceding their election, and must be residents 
of such State or within one-hundred-mile terri-
tory of the location of the association during 
their continuance in office, except that the 
Comptroller may, in the discretion of the Comp-
troller, waive the requirement of residency, and 
waive the requirement of citizenship in the case 
of not more than a minority of the total number 
of directors. Every director must own in his or 
her own right either shares of the capital stock 
of the association of which he or she is a direc-
tor the aggregate par value of which is not less 
than $1,000, or an equivalent interest, as deter-
mined by the Comptroller of the Currency, in 
any company which has control over such asso-
ciation within the meaning of section 1841 of 
this title. If the capital of the bank does not ex-
ceed $25,000, every director must own in his or 
her own right either shares of such capital stock 
the aggregate par value of which is not less than 
$500, or an equivalent interest, as determined by 
the Comptroller of the Currency, in any com-
pany which has control over such association 
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