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ing with warrant officers is placed in section 303 of this 
title. 

The compulsory retirement age is changed from 64 to 
62 in order to make it the same for enlisted men as for 
officers. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–348 struck out ‘‘, with retired pay of 
the grade or rating with which retired’’ after ‘‘active 
service’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted reference to enlisted 
member for reference to enlisted man. 

§ 354. Voluntary retirement after thirty years’ 
service 

Any enlisted member who has completed thir-
ty years’ service may, upon his own application, 
in the discretion of the Commandant, be retired 
from active service. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 521; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(A), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865; Pub. L. 
99–348, title II, § 205(b)(8), July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
700.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 175 (Jan. 28, 1915, 
ch. 20, § 3, 38 Stat. 801). 

Said section has been divided. That part dealing with 
retirement of enlisted men is placed in this section. 
That part dealing with retirement of commissioned of-
ficers is placed in section 231 of this title. That part 
dealing with retirement of warrant officers is placed in 
section 304 of this title. That part providing for retired 
pay is incorporated in section 423 of this title. That 
part providing for assignment of duties to retired per-
sonnel is incorporated in sections 241, 311, and 360 of 
this title. 

The authority to approve was granted to the Com-
mandant in lieu of the Secretary. 81st Congress, House 
Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–348 struck out ‘‘, with retired pay of 
the grade or rating with which retired’’ after ‘‘active 
service’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted reference to enlisted 
member for reference to enlisted man. 

§ 355. Voluntary retirement after twenty years’ 
service 

Any enlisted member who has completed 
twenty years’ service may, upon his own appli-
cation, in the discretion of the Commandant, be 
retired from active service. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 521; Pub. L. 98–557, 
§ 15(a)(3)(A), Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2865; Pub. L. 
99–348, title II, § 205(b)(8), July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
700.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 185a (May 24, 1939, 
ch. 146, § 2, 53 Stat. 755). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–348 struck out ‘‘, with retired pay of 
the grade or rating with which retired’’ after ‘‘active 
service’’. 

1984—Pub. L. 98–557 substituted reference to enlisted 
member for reference to enlisted man. 

[§ 356. Repealed. Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 536, § 36, 64 
Stat. 408] 

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 521, related 
to retirement for disabilities incident to service. See 
sections 1204 and 1376 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 357. Involuntary retirement of enlisted mem-
bers 

(a) Enlisted Personnel Boards shall be con-
vened as the Commandant may prescribe to re-
view the records of enlisted members who have 
twenty or more years of active military service. 

(b) Enlisted members who have twenty or 
more years of active military service may be 
considered by the Commandant for involuntary 
retirement and may be retired on recommenda-
tion of a Board— 

(1) because the member’s performance is 
below the standards the Commandant pre-
scribes; or 

(2) because of professional dereliction. 

(c) An enlisted member under review by the 
Board shall be— 

(1) notified in writing of the reasons the 
member is being considered for involuntary re-
tirement; 

(2) allowed sixty days from the date on 
which counsel is provided under paragraph (3) 
to submit any matters in rebuttal; 

(3) provided counsel, certified under section 
827(b) of title 10, to help prepare the rebuttal 
submitted under paragraph (2) and to rep-
resent the member before the Board under 
paragraph (5); 

(4) allowed full access to and be furnished 
with copies of records relevant to the consid-
eration for involuntary retirement prior to 
submission of the rebuttal submitted under 
paragraph (2); and 

(5) allowed to appear before the Board and 
present witnesses or other documentation re-
lated to the review. 

(d) A Board convened under this section shall 
consist of at least three commissioned officers, 
at least one of whom shall be of the grade of 
commander or above. 

(e) A Board convened under this section shall 
recommend to the Commandant enlisted mem-
bers who— 

(1) have twenty or more years of active serv-
ice; 

(2) have been considered for involuntary re-
tirement; and 

(3) it determines should be involuntarily re-
tired. 

(f) After the Board makes its determination, 
each enlisted member the Commandant consid-
ers for involuntary retirement shall be— 

(1) notified by certified mail of the reasons 
the member is being considered for involun-
tary retirement; 

(2) allowed sixty days from the date counsel 
is provided under paragraph (3) to submit any 
matters in rebuttal; 

(3) provided counsel, certified under section 
827(b) of title 10, to help prepare the rebuttal 
submitted under paragraph (2); and 

(4) allowed full access to and be furnished 
with copies of records relevant to the consid-
eration for involuntary retirement prior to 
submission of the rebuttal submitted under 
paragraph (2). 

(g) If the Commandant approves the Board’s 
recommendation, the enlisted member shall be 
notified of the Commandant’s decision and shall 
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