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that otherwise would have been incurred under 
subsection (b) of section 476 of title 37. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–376, § 7(a), Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1510; amended Pub. L. 97–295, § 2(16), Oct. 12, 1982, 
96 Stat. 1302; Pub. L. 112–81, div. A, title VI, 
§ 631(f)(4)(B), Dec. 31, 2011, 125 Stat. 1465.) 

CODIFICATION 

In text, ‘‘476’’ substituted for ‘‘406’’ pursuant to sec-
tion 631(f)(4)(B) of Pub. L. 112–81, which provided that 
any reference in a provision of law other than a section 
of title 10, 32, or 37, United States Code, to a section of 
title 37 that was transferred and redesignated by ‘‘sub-
section (c)’’ of section 631 was deemed to refer to the 
section as so redesignated, notwithstanding that sec-
tions of title 37 were transferred and redesignated by 
subsection (d) of section 631 rather than subsection (c), 
to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Pub. L. 112–81 substituted ‘‘476’’ for ‘‘406’’ in two 
places. See Codification note above. 

1982—Pub. L. 97–295 struck out ‘‘, United States 
Code,’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ first time appearing, and 
‘‘, United States Code’’ after ‘‘title 37’’ second time ap-
pearing. 

§ 513. Retroactive payment of pay and allowances 
delayed by administrative error or oversight 

Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
the Coast Guard may authorize retroactive pay-
ment of pay and allowances, including selective 
reenlistment bonuses, to enlisted members if en-
titlement to the pay and allowances was delayed 
in vesting solely because of an administrative 
error or oversight. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–448, § 13(a), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1844.) 

§ 514. Reimbursement for adoption expenses 

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO REIMBURSE.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out a program under which a 
member of the Coast Guard may be reimbursed, 
as provided in this section, for qualifying adop-
tion expenses incurred by the member in the 
adoption of a child under 18 years of age. 

(b) ADOPTIONS COVERED.—An adoption for 
which expenses may be reimbursed under this 
section includes an adoption by a single person, 
an infant adoption, an intercountry adoption, 
and an adoption of a child with special needs (as 
defined in section 473(c) of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 673(c))). 

(c) BENEFITS PAID AFTER ADOPTION IS FINAL.— 
Benefits paid under this section in the case of an 
adoption may be paid only after the adoption is 
final. 

(d) TREATMENT OF OTHER BENEFITS.—A benefit 
may not be paid under this section for any ex-
pense paid to or for a member of the Coast 
Guard under any other adoption benefits pro-
gram administered by the Federal Government 
or under any such program administered by a 
State or local government. 

(e) LIMITATIONS.—(1) Not more than $2,000 may 
be paid under this section to a member of the 
Coast Guard, or to two such members who are 
spouses of each other, for expenses incurred in 
the adoption of a child. 

(2) Not more than $5,000 may be paid under 
this section to a member of the Coast Guard, or 

to two such members who are spouses of each 
other, for adoptions by such member (or mem-
bers) in any calendar year. 

(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations to carry out this section. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘qualifying adoption expenses’’ 

means reasonable and necessary expenses that 
are directly related to the legal adoption of a 
child under 18 years of age, but only if such 
adoption is arranged by a qualified adoption 
agency. Such term does not include any ex-
pense incurred— 

(A) by an adopting parent for travel; or 
(B) in connection with an adoption ar-

ranged in violation of Federal, State, or 
local law. 

(2) The term ‘‘reasonable and necessary ex-
penses’’ includes— 

(A) public and private agency fees, includ-
ing adoption fees charged by an agency in a 
foreign country; 

(B) placement fees, including fees charged 
adoptive parents for counseling; 

(C) legal fees (including court costs) in 
connection with services that are unavail-
able to a member of the Coast Guard under 
section 1044 or 1044a of title 10; and 

(D) medical expenses, including hospital 
expenses of the biological mother of the 
child to be adopted and of a newborn infant 
to be adopted. 

(3) The term ‘‘qualified adoption agency’’ 
means any of the following: 

(A) A State or local government agency 
which has responsibility under State or local 
law for child placement through adoption. 

(B) A nonprofit, voluntary adoption agen-
cy which is authorized by State or local law 
to place children for adoption. 

(C) Any other source authorized by a State 
to provide adoption placement if the adop-
tion is supervised by a court under State or 
local law. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title VI, § 651(b)(1), 
Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1386; amended Pub. L. 
102–484, div. A, title X, § 1054(g), Oct. 23, 1992, 106 
Stat. 2503; Pub. L. 104–201, div. A, title VI, 
§ 652(b), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2582.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 104–201, § 652(b)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘qualified adoption agency.’’ for ‘‘State or 
local government agency which has responsibility 
under State or local law for child placement through 
adoption or by a nonprofit, voluntary adoption agency 
which is authorized by State or local law to place chil-
dren for adoption.’’ 

Subsec. (g)(3). Pub. L. 104–201, § 652(b)(2), added par. 
(3). 

1992—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 102–484 inserted a close pa-
renthesis before period at end. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Dec. 5, 1991, and applicable to adop-
tions completed on or after that date, see section 651(c) 
of Pub. L. 102–190, set out as a note under section 1052 
of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

REIMBURSEMENT FOR ADOPTIONS COMPLETED DURING 
INTERIM BETWEEN TEST AND PERMANENT PROGRAM 

For provisions relating to reimbursement for adop-
tion expenses and time period for application, see sec-
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