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(Added Pub. L. 104201, div. A, title X,
§1009(a)(2)(A), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2634;

amended Pub. L. 107-296, title XVII, §1704(a),
Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314.)

CODIFICATION

Another section 673 was renumbered section 674 of
this title.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 107-296 substituted ‘‘of
Homeland Security’ for ‘‘of Transportation’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective on the date of
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L.
107-296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10,
Armed Forces.

§674. Small boat station rescue capability

The Secretary of Homeland Security shall en-
sure that each Coast Guard small boat station
(including a seasonally operated station) main-
tains, within the area of responsibility for the
station, at least 1 vessel that is fully capable of
performing offshore rescue operations, taking
into consideration prevailing weather, marine
conditions, and depositional geologic features
such as sand bars.

(Added Pub. L. 104-324, title III, §309(a), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3919, §673; renumbered §674, Pub.
L. 107-295, title IV, §405(a)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2115; amended Pub. L. 107-296, title XVII,
§1704(a), (£)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314, 2316.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 674 was renumbered section 675 of this
title.

AMENDMENTS

2002—Pub. L. 107-296, §1704(f)(1), which directed re-
numbering of the section 673 of this title that was
added by Pub. L. 104-324, §309(a), as section 673a of this
title, could not be executed because of the prior amend-
ment by Pub. L. 107-295, see below.

Pub. L. 107-296, §1704(a), which directed amendment
of section 673a of this title by substituting ‘‘of Home-
land Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’, was executed
by making the substitution in this section, to reflect
the probable intent of Congress.

Pub. L. 107-295 renumbered section 673 of this title,
relating to small boat station rescue capability, as this
section.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by section 1704(a) of Pub. L. 107-296 effec-
tive on the date of transfer of the Coast Guard to the
Department of Homeland Security, see section 1704(g)
of Pub. L. 107-296, set out as a note under section 101 of
Title 10, Armed Forces.

Amendment by section 1704(f)(1) of Pub. L. 107-296 ef-
fective 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see section 4 of Pub.
L. 107-296, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 101 of Title 6, Domestic Security.

§ 675. Small boat station closures

(a) CLOSURES.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity may not close a Coast Guard multi-
mission small boat station or subunit unless the
Secretary—

(1) determines that—

(A) remaining search and rescue capabili-
ties maintain the safety of the maritime
public in the area of the station or subunit;
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(B) regional or local prevailing weather
and marine conditions, including water tem-
perature or unusual tide and current condi-
tions, do not require continued operation of
the station or subunit; and

(C) Coast Guard search and rescue stand-
ards related to search and rescue response
times are met; and

(2) provides an opportunity for public com-
ment and for public meetings in the area of
the station or subunit with regard to the deci-
sion to close the station or subunit.

(b) OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY.—The Secretary
may implement any management efficiencies
within the small boat station system, such as
modifying the operational posture of units or re-
allocating resources as necessary to ensure the
safety of the maritime public nationwide. No
stations or subunits may be closed under this
subsection except in accordance with subsection
(a).

(Added Pub. L. 104-324, title III, §309(a), Oct. 19,
1996, 110 Stat. 3919, §674; renumbered §675, Pub.
L. 107-295, title IV, §405(a)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2115; amended Pub. L. 107-296, title XVII,
§1704(a), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314.)

AMENDMENTS

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107296, which directed
amendment of section 674 of this title by substituting
‘‘of Homeland Security” for ‘‘of Transportation’ in in-
troductory provisions, was executed to this section, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress and the renum-
bering of section 674 of this title as this section by Pub.
L. 107-295, see below.

Pub. L. 107-295 renumbered section 674 of this title as
this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-296 effective on the date of
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L.
107-296, set out as a note under section 101 of Title 10,
Armed Forces.

§ 676. Search and rescue center standards

(a) The Secretary shall establish, implement,
and maintain the minimum standards necessary
for the safe operation of all Coast Guard search
and rescue center facilities, including with re-
spect to the following:

(1) The lighting, acoustics, and temperature
in the facilities.

(2) The number of individuals on a shift in
the facility assigned search and rescue respon-
sibilities (including communications), which
may be adjusted based on seasonal workload.

(3) The length of time an individual may
serve on watch to minimize fatigue, based on
the best scientific information available.

(4) The scheduling of individuals having
search and rescue responsibilities to minimize
fatigue of the individual when on duty in the
facility.

(5) The workload of each individual engaged
in search and rescue responsibilities in the fa-
cility.

(6) Stress management for the individuals
assigned search and rescue responsibilities in
the facilities.

(7) The design of equipment and facilities to
minimize fatigue and enhance search and res-
cue operations.
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