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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’’. 1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

Stat. 800; Jan. 12, 1923, ch. 25, § 2, 42 Stat. 1130; Apr. 23, 
1930, ch. 211, 46 Stat. 253; June 9, 1937, ch. 309, § 1, 50 
Stat. 252; June 6, 1940, ch. 257, § 1(a), 54 Stat. 246). 

Said section has been divided. The provisions of the 
first proviso are placed in section 45 of this title, and 
the remainder is placed in this section. 

The grade of the Commandant is fixed as vice admiral 
rather than that prescribed for Bureau Chiefs of the 
Navy. The additional qualifications that an officer ap-
pointed Commandant must have at least 10 years com-
missioned service in the Coast Guard has been inserted. 
81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–451 substituted ‘‘above the grade of 
captain’’ for ‘‘in the grade of captain or above’’ in sec-
ond sentence. 

1966—Pub. L. 89–444 struck out provision that the po-
sition of an officer appointed Commandant be filled by 
promotion according to law. 

1963—Pub. L. 88–130 substituted ‘‘officers on the ac-
tive duty promotion list serving in the grade of’’ for 
‘‘active list of officers who hold a permanent commis-
sion as’’, required qualifying period of 10 years commis-
sioned service to be ‘‘active’’ service, and struck out 
‘‘, pay, and allowances’’ before ‘‘of admiral’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–474 substituted ‘‘active list of offi-
cers’’ for ‘‘active list of line officers’’, ‘‘captain or 
above’’ for ‘‘commander or above’’, and ‘‘allowances of 
admiral’’ for ‘‘allowances of vice admiral’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 92–451 effective Oct. 2, 1972, 
except that continuation boards may not be held until 
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92–451, set 
out as a note under section 290 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF HIGHER GRADE AND INCREASED 
PAY AND ALLOWANCES 

Pub. L. 86–474, § 2, May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 146, provided 
that: ‘‘The increased grade of admiral for the Com-
mandant and vice admiral for the Assistant Com-
mandant [now Vice Commandant], including the pay 
and allowances applicable to such grades, shall be effec-
tive on the first day of the month following enactment 
of this Act [May 14, 1960].’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 86–474, § 3, May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 146, provided 
that: ‘‘Except as provided by section 2 [set out as a note 
under this section], the amendments by section 1 
[amending sections 41, 42, 44, 46, 47, 186 to 191, 222, 
247(c), 365, and 462 of this title, and repealing sections 
45, 48, and 49 of this title] shall not operate to change 
or deprive the present incumbents serving as Com-
mandant, Assistant Commandant [now Vice Com-
mandant], and Engineer in Chief of any rights, benefits 
and privileges appertaining to such offices on the day 
preceding the date of enactment of this Act [May 14, 
1960], nor to divest them of their offices for the terms 
appointed.’’ 

[§ 45. Repealed. Pub. L. 86–474, § 1(4), May 14, 
1960, 74 Stat. 144] 

Section, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 498, related 
to permanent grade of Commandant on expiration of 
term. 

§ 46. Retirement of Commandant 

(a) A Commandant who is not reappointed 
shall be retired with the grade of admiral at the 
expiration of the appointed term, except as pro-
vided in subsection 1 51(d) of this title. 

(b) A Commandant who is retired for physical 
disability shall be placed on the retired list with 
the grade of admiral. 

(c) An officer who is retired prior to the expi-
ration of his term, while serving as Com-
mandant, may, in the discretion of the Presi-
dent, be retired with the grade of admiral. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499; Pub. L. 86–474, 
§ 1(5), May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 144; Pub. L. 88–130, 
§ 1(4), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 175; Pub. L. 89–444, 
§ 1(4), (5), June 9, 1966, 80 Stat. 195; Pub. L. 97–295, 
§ 2(1), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1301; Pub. L. 99–348, 
title II, § 205(b)(1), July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 699; Pub. 
L. 103–206, title II, § 204(a), Dec. 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 
2421.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 161 (Jan. 12, 1923, 
ch. 25, § 2, 42 Stat. 1130; June 25, 1936, ch. 808, 49 Stat. 
1924; June 9, 1937, ch. 309, § 1, 50 Stat. 252; June 6, 1940, 
ch. 257, § 1(a), 54 Stat. 246). 

Provision is added for retirement of the Commandant 
with the grade and pay of vice admiral after 3 years 
service, in the discretion of the President, regardless of 
total length of service. Provision is also added for re-
tirement with the grade and pay of vice admiral in case 
of physical disability. 81st Congress, House Report No. 
557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1993—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–206 amended subsec. (a) 
generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (a) read as fol-
lows: ‘‘Any Commandant who is not reappointed shall, 
at the expiration of his term, be retired with the grade 
of admiral.’’ 

1986—Pub. L. 99–348 struck out ‘‘and retired pay com-
puted at the highest rates of basic pay applicable to 
him while he served as Commandant’’ after ‘‘admiral’’ 
in subsecs. (a) to (c). 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘Com-
mandant’’ for ‘‘commandant’’. 

1966—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(4), removed re-
quirement that the Commandant serve 21⁄2 years as 
Commandant before being eligible for retirement with 
the grade of admiral and retired pay computed at the 
highest rates of basic pay applicable to him while he 
served as Commandant. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(5), repealed subsec. (d) 
which provided that a Commandant who retired within 
21⁄2 years of the date of his original appointment as 
Commandant would retire in his permanent grade and 
with the retired pay of that grade. 

1963—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 88–130 substituted ‘‘of 
admiral and retired pay computed at the highest rates 
of basic pay applicable to him while he served as Com-
mandant’’ for ‘‘and retired pay of admiral’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–474 authorized any Commandant who 
is not reappointed at the expiration of his term to be 
retired with the grade and retired pay of admiral, di-
rected placement on the retired list with the grade and 
retired pay of admiral for a Commandant who is retired 
for physical disability, reduced from three to two and 
one-half years the period that the Commandant must 
serve before he may voluntarily apply retirement with-
out regard to total length of service, and provided that 
any Commandant who retires within two and one-half 
years of the date of his original appointment as Com-
mandant shall retire in his permanent grade and with 
the retired pay of that grade. 

§ 47. Vice commandant; 1 appointment 

The President may appoint, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, one Vice Com-
mandant who shall rank next after the Com-
mandant, shall perform such duties as the Com-
mandant may prescribe and shall act as Com-
mandant during the absence or disability of the 
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Commandant or in the event that there is a va-
cancy in the office of Commandant. The Vice 
Commandant shall be selected from the officers 
on the active duty promotion list serving above 
the grade of captain. The Commandant shall 
make recommendation for such appointment. 
The Vice Commandant shall, while so serving, 
have the grade of vice admiral with pay and al-
lowances of that grade. The appointment and 
grade of a Vice Commandant shall be effective 
on the date the officer assumes that duty, and 
shall terminate on the date the officer is de-
tached from that duty, except as provided in 
section 51(d) of this title. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499; Pub. L. 86–474, 
§ 1(6), May 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 144; Pub. L. 88–130, 
§ 1(5), (6), Sept. 24, 1963, 77 Stat. 175; Pub. L. 
89–444, § 1(6), (7), June 9, 1966, 80 Stat. 195; Pub. L. 
92–451, § 1(4), Oct. 2, 1972, 86 Stat. 755; Pub. L. 
97–295, § 2(2), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1301; Pub. L. 
99–348, title II, § 205(b)(2), July 1, 1986, 100 Stat. 
700; Pub. L. 103–206, title II, § 204(b)(1), Dec. 20, 
1993, 107 Stat. 2421; Pub. L. 111–281, title V, 
§ 511(f)(1), (g), Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat. 2952, 2953.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 11a, 12 (Apr. 16, 
1908, ch. 145, §§ 1, 2, 35 Stat. 61; Jan. 28, 1915, ch. 20, § 1, 
38 Stat. 800; Jan. 12, 1923, ch. 25, § 2, 42 Stat. 1130; May 
24, 1939, ch. 148, §§ 2, 3, 53 Stat. 757; June 6, 1940, ch. 257, 
§§ 1(b), 3, 54 Stat. 246; July 23, 1947, ch. 301, § 2, 61 Stat. 
410; May 19, 1948, ch. 305, 62 Stat. 239). 

Said sections have been divided. The provisions of the 
proviso of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 11a, and the first 
proviso of title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 12, are placed in 
section 48 of this title and the remainder is placed in 
this section. 

The provisions regarding appointment of the Assist-
ant Commandant and Engineer in Chief are coordi-
nated, inasmuch as these positions are about equal in 
the Coast Guard organization. The qualification that 
the Engineer in Chief be appointed from the active list 
of engineering officers is changed to the active list of 
officers who have qualified for engineering duty, be-
cause there is no longer any provision for a corps of en-
gineering officers. 81st Congress, House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Pub. L. 111–281 substituted ‘‘Vice commandant; 
appointment’’ for ‘‘Vice Commandant; assignment’’ in 
section catchline and ‘‘section 51(d)’’ for ‘‘subsection 
51(d)’’ in text. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–206 struck out ‘‘; retirement’’ after 
‘‘assignment’’ in section catchline, struck out ‘‘(a)’’ be-
fore ‘‘The President may appoint’’, substituted ‘‘The 
appointment and grade of a Vice Commandant shall be 
effective on the date the officer assumes that duty, and 
shall terminate on the date the officer is detached from 
that duty, except as provided in subsection 51(d) of this 
title.’’ for ‘‘The appointment of a Vice Commandant 
shall be effective on the date the officer assumes such 
duty, and shall terminate on the date he is detached 
from such duty.’’, and struck out subsecs. (b) to (d) 
which read as follows: 

‘‘(b) A Vice Commandant, while so serving, who is re-
tired for physical disability shall be placed on the re-
tired list with the grade of vice admiral. 

‘‘(c) An officer who is retired while serving as Vice 
Commandant, or who, after serving at least two and 
one-half years as Vice Commandant, is retired after 
completion of that service while serving in a lower 
rank or grade, may, in the discretion of the President, 
be retired with the grade of vice admiral. 

‘‘(d) An officer who, after serving less than two and 
one-half years as Vice Commandant, is retired after 
completion of that service while serving in a lower 
rank or grade, shall be retired in his permanent grade.’’ 

1986—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 99–348, § 205(b)(2)(A), 
struck out ‘‘and retired pay’’ after ‘‘with the grade’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 99–348, § 205(b)(2)(B), struck out 
‘‘and with the retired pay of that grade’’ after ‘‘perma-
nent grade’’. 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–295 substituted ‘‘a’’ for 
‘‘an’’ before ‘‘Vice Commandant’’. 

1972—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–451 substituted ‘‘Vice 
Commandant’’ for ‘‘Assistant Commandant’’ in four 
places, and ‘‘above the grade of captain’’ for ‘‘in the 
grade of captain or above’’ in second sentence. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–451 substituted ‘‘A Vice Com-
mandant’’ for ‘‘An Assistant Commandant’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 92–451 substituted ‘‘Vice 
Commandant’’ for ‘‘Assistant Commandant’’ wherever 
appearing. 

1966—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(6), struck out re-
quirement that Assistant Commandant serve 21⁄2 years 
as Assistant Commandant before becoming eligible for 
retirement with the grade and pay of vice admiral. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 89–444, § 1(7), struck out provision 
that section 334 of this title, which covers cases of re-
tirement when a higher grade has been held, shall not 
apply to an officer retiring within 21⁄2 years of the date 
of his original assignment as Assistant Commandant. 

1963—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 88–130, § 1(5), substituted 
‘‘officers on the active duty promotion list serving in 
the grade of captain or above’’ for ‘‘active list of offi-
cers who hold a permanent commission as captain or 
above’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 88–130, § 1(6), substituted ‘‘section 
334’’ for ‘‘section 243’’. 

1960—Pub. L. 86–474 amended section generally, and, 
among other changes, required Assistant Commandant 
to be appointed from the active list of officers who hold 
a permanent commission as captain or above, raised 
grade of Assistant Commandant from rear admiral to 
vice admiral, increased his pay and allowances from 
that of a rear admiral (upper half) to that of a vice ad-
miral, struck out provisions which related to an Engi-
neer in Chief, and added subsecs. (b) to (d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1972 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 92–451 effective Oct. 2, 1972, 
except that continuation boards may not be held until 
one year thereafter, see section 3 of Pub. L. 92–451, set 
out as a note under section 290 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF HIGHER GRADE AND INCREASED 
PAY AND ALLOWANCES 

The increased grade of vice admiral for the Vice Com-
mandant, including the pay and allowances applicable 
to such grade, effective on the first day of the month 
following May 14, 1960, see section 2 of Pub. L. 86–474, 
set out as a note under section 44 of this title. 

[§§ 48, 49. Repealed. Pub. L. 86–474, § 1(7), May 14, 
1960, 74 Stat. 145] 

Section 48, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499, relat-
ed to permanent grade of that Assistant Commandant 
and Engineer in Chief on expiration of term. 

Section 49, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 499, relat-
ed to grade and retired pay upon retirement of Assist-
ant Commandant or Engineer in Chief. 

§ 50. Vice admirals 

(a)(1) The President may designate no more 
than 4 positions of importance and responsibil-
ity that shall be held by officers who— 

(A) while so serving, shall have the grade of 
vice admiral, with the pay and allowances of 
that grade; and 

(B) shall perform such duties as the Com-
mandant may prescribe. 

(2) The President may appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, and re-
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