
Page 679 TITLE 15—COMMERCE AND TRADE § 631b 

that are necessary or appropriate to effectuate the ob-

jectives of this memorandum. 

SEC. 4. Using Technology to Improve Transparency and 

Accountability. Within 90 days of the date of this memo-

randum, the Assistant to the President and Chief Tech-

nology Officer and the Federal Chief Information Offi-

cer, in coordination with the Task Force, shall develop 

a website that illustrates the participation of small 

businesses, including those owned by women, minori-

ties, socially and economically disadvantaged individ-

uals, and service-disabled veterans of our Armed 

Forces, in Federal contracting. To foster greater ac-

countability and transparency in, and allow oversight 

of, the Federal Government’s progress, this website 

shall be designed to encourage improved collection, 

verification, and availability of Federal procurement 

data and provide accurate data on the Federal Govern-

ment’s progress in ensuring that all small businesses 

have a fair chance to participate in Federal contracting 

opportunities. 

SEC. 5. Outreach. In developing its recommendations, 

the Task Force shall conduct outreach with representa-

tives of small businesses and small business associa-

tions. 

SEC. 6. General Provisions. (a) This memorandum shall 

be implemented consistent with applicable law and sub-

ject to the availability of any necessary appropriations. 

(b) This memorandum does not create any right or 

benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 

or in equity by any party against the United States, its 

departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employ-

ees, or agents, or any other person. 

(c) The heads of executive departments and agencies 

shall assist and provide information to the Task Force, 

consistent with applicable law, as may be necessary to 

carry out the functions of the Task Force. Each execu-

tive department and agency shall bear its own expenses 

of participating in the Task Force. 

(d) The Director is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

DEFINITIONS 

Pub. L. 105–135, § 2, Dec. 2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2593, provided 

that: ‘‘In this Act [see Short Title of 1997 Amendment 

note above]— 

‘‘(1) the term ‘Administration’ means the Small 

Business Administration; 

‘‘(2) the term ‘Administrator’ means the Adminis-

trator of the Small Business Administration; 

‘‘(3) the term ‘Committees’ means the Committees 

on Small Business of the House of Representatives 

and the Senate [Committee on Small Business of Sen-

ate now Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-

neurship of Senate]; and 

‘‘(4) the term ‘small business concern’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 3 of the Small 

Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632).’’ 

Pub. L. 104–208, div. D, § 2, Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 

3009–725, provided that: ‘‘For purposes of this Act [prob-

ably should be ‘‘division’’, see Short Title of 1996 

Amendment note above], the term ‘Administrator’ 

means the Administrator of the Small Business Admin-

istration.’’ 

§ 631a. Congressional declaration of small busi-
ness economic policy 

(a) Foster small business 

For the purpose of preserving and promoting a 
competitive free enterprise economic system, 
Congress hereby declares that it is the continu-
ing policy and responsibility of the Federal Gov-
ernment to use all practical means and to take 
such actions as are necessary, consistent with 
its needs and obligations and other essential 
considerations of national policy, to implement 
and coordinate all Federal department, agency, 

and instrumentality policies, programs, and ac-
tivities in order to: foster the economic inter-
ests of small businesses; insure a competitive 
economic climate conducive to the development, 
growth and expansion of small businesses; estab-
lish incentives to assure that adequate capital 
and other resources at competitive prices are 
available to small businesses; reduce the con-
centration of economic resources and expand 
competition; and provide an opportunity for en-
trepreneurship, inventiveness, and the creation 
and growth of small businesses. 

(b) Capital availability to small business 

Congress further declares that the Federal 
Government is committed to a policy of utiliz-
ing all reasonable means, consistent with the 
overall economic policy goals of the Nation and 
the preservation of the competitive free enter-
prise system of the Nation, to establish private 
sector incentives that will help assure that ade-
quate capital at competitive prices is available 
to small businesses. To fulfill this policy, de-
partments, agencies, and instrumentalities of 
the Federal Government shall use all reasonable 
means to coordinate, create, and sustain policies 
and programs which promote investment in 
small businesses, including those investments 
which expand employment opportunities and 
which foster the effective and efficient use of 
human and natural resources in the economy of 
the Nation. 

(Pub. L. 96–302, title III, § 302, July 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 848.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Small Business 

Economic Policy Act of 1980, and not as part of the 

Small Business Act which comprises this chapter. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1980, see section 507 of Pub. 

L. 96–302, set out as an Effective Date of 1980 Amend-

ment note under section 631 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of title III of Pub. L. 96–302, as the 

Small Business Economic Policy Act of 1980, see Short 

Title of 1980 Amendments note set out under section 631 

of this title. 

§ 631b. Reports to Congress; state of small busi-
ness 

(a) Report on Small Business and Competition 

The President shall transmit to the Congress 
not later than January 20 of each year a Report 
on Small Business and Competition which 
shall— 

(1) examine the current role of small busi-
ness in the economy on an industry-by-indus-
try basis; 

(2) present current and historical data on 
production, employment, investment, popu-
lation, job creation and retention, annual 
business failures, annual business startups, 
and other economic variables for small busi-
ness in the economy as a whole and for small 
business in each sector of the economy, with, 
to the extent practicable, specific statistics di-
vided as to urban, suburban, and rural areas; 

(3) identify economic trends which will or 
may affect the small business sector and the 
state of competition; 
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