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to carry out the purposes for which the national 
monument, the conservation area, and the wil-
derness areas are designated under this sub-
chapter. The priority date of such reserved 
rights shall be December 31, 1987. 

(b) Effect on existing valid or vested water rights 

Nothing in this section shall affect any exist-
ing valid or vested water right, or applications 
for water rights which are pending as of Decem-
ber 31, 1987, and which are subsequently granted: 
Provided, That nothing in this subsection shall 
be construed to require the National Park Serv-
ice to allow the drilling of ground water wells 
within the boundaries of the national monu-
ment. 

(c) Construction of section as precedent with re-
gard to future designations 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as 
establishing a precedent with regard to any fu-
ture designations, nor shall it affect the inter-
pretation of any other Act or any designation 
made pursuant thereto. 

(Pub. L. 100–225, title V, § 509, Dec. 31, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1549.) 

§ 460uu–50. Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$16,500,000 for the purposes of this subchapter, of 
which $10,000,000 shall be available for land ac-
quisition in the national monument; $1 million 
shall be available for development within the 
national monument; $4 million shall be avail-
able for land acquisition within the conserva-
tion area; $1 million shall be available for devel-
opment within the conservation area; and 
$500,000 shall be available for planning and de-
velopment of the Masau Trail. 

(Pub. L. 100–225, title V, § 510, Dec. 31, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1549.) 

SUBCHAPTER CVII—WINDING STAIR MOUN-
TAIN NATIONAL RECREATION AND WIL-
DERNESS AREA 

§ 460vv. Findings and purposes 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) select areas of undeveloped National For-

est System lands in the State of Oklahoma 
possess outstanding natural characteristics 
which give them high values as wilderness and 
will, if properly preserved, contribute as an 
enduring resource of wilderness for the benefit 
of the American people; 

(2) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation (RARE II) 
and other studies of National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma and the relat-
ed congressional review of such lands have 
identified areas which, on the basis of their 
landform, ecosystem, associated wildlife, and 
location, will help to fulfill the National For-
est System’s share of a quality National Wil-
derness Preservation System; 

(3) the Department of Agriculture’s second 
roadless area review and evaluation, of Na-
tional Forest System lands in the State of 
Oklahoma and the related congressional re-

view of such lands have also identified areas 
which do not possess outstanding wilderness 
attributes or which possess outstanding en-
ergy, mineral, timber, grazing, dispersed 
recreation and other values, and which should 
not be designated as components of the Na-
tional Wilderness Preservation System but 
should be available for nonwilderness multiple 
uses under the land management planning 
process and other applicable laws; 

(4) many areas of the Ouachita National For-
est possess qualities that can only be ex-
pressed and utilized in such a manner that des-
ignation of such areas as a national recreation 
area is appropriate for the maximum potential 
and enjoyment of the area by the American 
people; 

(5) select areas possess unique plant and tree 
species and plant communities that are sig-
nificant in their occurrence, variety and loca-
tion and warrant designation as botanical 
areas; and 

(6) select areas possess unique scenic and 
wildlife qualities that designation of such 
areas as a national scenic area and a national 
scenic and wildlife area is appropriate for the 
preservation of the natural beauty and wildlife 
habitat for the enjoyment of the American 
people. 

(b) Purposes 

The purposes of this subchapter are to— 
(1) designate certain National Forest System 

lands in the State of Oklahoma as components 
of the National Wilderness Preservation Sys-
tem, in order to promote, perpetuate, and pre-
serve the wilderness character of the lands, 
protect watersheds and wildlife habitat, pre-
serve scenic and historic resources, and pro-
mote scientific research, primitive recreation, 
solitude, physical and mental challenge, and 
inspiration for the benefit of all the American 
people, to a greater extent than is possible in 
the absence of wilderness designation; and to 
ensure that certain other National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma be avail-
able for nonwilderness multiple uses; and 

(2) designate certain National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma as a national 
recreation area, 2 botanical areas, a national 
scenic area, and a national scenic and wildlife 
area in order to enhance and further certain 
natural resources characteristics. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 2, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2491.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 100–499 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this subchapter] may be referred to as the 
‘Winding Stair Mountain National Recreation and Wil-
derness Area Act’.’’ 

§ 460vv–1. Additions to National Wilderness Pres-
ervation System 

In furtherance of the purposes of the Wilder-
ness Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 890, 16 U.S.C. 1131 et 
seq.) the following lands in the State of Okla-
homa are hereby designated as wilderness and, 
therefore, as components of the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System: 

(1) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
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mately 4,583 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Black Fork Mountain Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Black Fork Mountain 
Wilderness. 

(2) Certain lands in the Ouachita National 
Forest, Oklahoma, which comprise approxi-
mately 9,371 acres, as generally depicted on a 
map entitled ‘‘Upper Kiamichi River Wilder-
ness—Proposed’’, dated March 1988, and which 
shall be known as the Upper Kiamichi River 
Wilderness. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 3, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

§ 460vv–2. Maps and descriptions 

As soon as practicable after October 18, 1988, 
the Secretary of Agriculture shall file the maps 
referred to in section 460vv–1 of this title and 
legal descriptions of each wilderness area des-
ignated by section 460vv–1 of this title with the 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs and 
the Committee on Agriculture of the United 
States House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
of the United States Senate. Each such map and 
legal description shall have the same force and 
effect as if included in this subchapter; except 
that correction of clerical and typographical er-
rors in such legal descriptions and maps may be 
made. Each such map and legal description shall 
be on file and available for public inspection in 
the Office of the Chief of the Forest Service, De-
partment of Agriculture. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 4, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the 
House of Representatives changed to Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives on 
Jan. 5, 1993, by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred 
Third Congress. 

§ 460vv–3. Administration 

Subject to valid existing rights, each wilder-
ness area designated by section 460vv–1 of this 
title shall be administered by the Secretary of 
Agriculture in accordance with the provisions of 
the Wilderness Act of 1964 [16 U.S.C. 1131 et seq.] 
governing areas designated by that Act as wil-
derness areas, except that with respect to any 
area designated in section 460vv–1 of this title, 
any reference in such provisions to the effective 
date of the Wilderness Act of 1964 shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the effective date of 
this subchapter. 

(Pub. L. 100–499, § 5, Oct. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 2492.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Wilderness Act of 1964, referred to in text, prob-
ably means the Wilderness Act, Pub. L. 88–577, Sept. 3, 
1964, 78 Stat. 890, as amended, which is classified gener-
ally to chapter 23 (§ 1131 et seq.) of this title. For com-

plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1131 of this title and 
Tables. 

The effective date of the Wilderness Act of 1964, re-
ferred to in text, means Sept. 3, 1964, the date of enact-
ment of Pub. L. 88–577, which enacted chapter 23 of this 
title. 

The effective date of this subchapter, referred to in 
text, means Oct. 18, 1988, the date of enactment of Pub. 
L. 100–499, which enacted this subchapter. 

§ 460vv–4. Wilderness review 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) the Department of Agriculture has com-

pleted the second roadless area review and 
evaluation program (RARE II); and 

(2) the Congress has made its own review and 
examination of National Forest System road-
less areas in Oklahoma and of the environ-
mental impacts associated with alternative al-
locations of such areas. 

(b) Congressional determination and direction 

On the basis of such review, the Congress here-
by determines and directs that— 

(1) without passing on the questions of the 
legal and factual sufficiency of the RARE II 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (dated 
January 1979) with respect to National Forest 
System lands in States other than Oklahoma, 
such statement shall not be subject to judicial 
review with respect to National Forest System 
lands in the State of Oklahoma; 

(2) with respect to the National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the State of Oklahoma which 
were reviewed by the Department of Agri-
culture in the second roadless area review and 
evaluation (RARE II) and those lands referred 
to in subsection (d) of this section, that review 
and evaluation or reference shall be deemed 
for the purposes of the initial land manage-
ment plans required for such lands by the For-
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1600 et seq.], as 
amended by the National Forest Management 
Act of 1976, to be an adequate consideration of 
the suitability of such lands for inclusion in 
the National Wilderness Preservation System 
and the Department of Agriculture shall not 
be required to review the wilderness option 
prior to the revision of the plans, but shall re-
view the wilderness option when the plans are 
revised, which revisions will ordinarily occur 
on a ten-year cycle, or at least every fifteen 
years, unless, prior to such time the Secretary 
of Agriculture finds that conditions in a unit 
have significantly changed; 

(3) areas in the State of Oklahoma reviewed 
in such final environmental statement or ref-
erenced in subsection (d) of this section and 
not designated wilderness upon enactment of 
this subchapter shall be managed for multiple 
use in accordance with land management 
plans pursuant to section 6 of the Forest and 
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act 
of 1974 [16 U.S.C. 1604], as amended by the Na-
tional Forest Management Act of 1976, except 
that such areas need not be managed for the 
purpose of protecting their suitability for wil-
derness designation prior to or during revision 
of the initial land management plans; 
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