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cal subdivisions thereof and the agencies and in-
strumentalities of either of them. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 735, § 1, 49 Stat. 1894.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

NATIONAL OUTDOOR RECREATION RESOURCES REVIEW 
COMMISSION 

Pub. L. 85–470, June 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 238, as amended 
by Pub. L. 86–6, Mar. 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 14; Pub. L. 87–12, 
Mar. 29, 1961, 75 Stat. 19, created a bipartisan Outdoor 
Recreation Resources Review Commission. 

The Commission was directed to proceed as soon as 
practicable to set in motion a nationwide inventory 
and evaluation of outdoor recreation resources and op-
portunities, directly and through the Federal agencies, 
the States, and private organizations and groups, uti-
lizing to the fullest extent possible such studies, data, 
and reports previously prepared or concurrently in 
process by Federal agencies, States, private organiza-
tions, groups, and others, and to compile such data and 
in the light of the data so compiled and of information 
available concerning trends in population, leisure, 
transportation, and other factors shall determine the 
amount, kind, quality, and location of such outdoor 
recreation resources and opportunities as will be re-
quired by the year 1976 and the year 2000, and shall rec-
ommend what policies should best be adopted and what 
programs be initiated, at each level of government and 
by private organizations and other citizen groups and 
interests, to meet such future requirements. 

The Commission was required to present not later 
than January 31, 1962, a report of its review, a compila-
tion of its data, and its recommendations on a State by 
State, region by region, and national basis to the Presi-
dent and to the Congress, and ceased to exist not later 
than September 1, 1962. 

OUTDOOR RECREATION PROGRAMS 

Coordination and development of programs relating 
to outdoor recreation, see sections 460l to 460l–3 of this 
title. 

§ 17l. Coordination; planning by States with aid 
of National Park Service 

For the purpose of developing coordinated and 
adequate public park, parkway, and rec-
reational-area facilities for the people of the 
United States, the Secretary is authorized to aid 
the several States and political subdivisions 
thereof in planning such areas therein, and in 
cooperating with one another to accomplish 
these ends. Such aid shall be made available 
through the National Park Service acting in co-
operation with such State agencies or agencies 
of political subdivisions of States as the Sec-
retary deems best. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 735, § 2, 49 Stat. 1894.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out in 
the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization and 
Employees. 

§ 17m. Consent of Congress to agreements be-
tween States; when agreements effective 

The consent of Congress is given to any two or 
more States to negotiate and enter into com-
pacts or agreements with one another with ref-
erence to planning, establishing, developing, im-
proving, and maintaining any park, parkway, or 
recreational area. No such compact or agree-
ment shall be effective until approved by the 
legislatures of the several States which are par-
ties thereto and by the Congress of the United 
States. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 735, § 3, 49 Stat. 1895.) 

§ 17n. ‘‘State’’ defined 

As used in sections 17k and 17l of this title the 
term ‘‘State’’ shall be deemed to include Hawaii, 
Alaska, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, 
and the District of Columbia. 

(June 23, 1936, ch. 735, § 4, 49 Stat. 1895; Aug. 1, 
1956, ch. 852, § 6, 70 Stat. 908.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1956—Act Aug. 1, 1956, inserted ‘‘Guam’’ after ‘‘Puerto 
Rico’’. 

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AND HAWAII TO STATEHOOD 

Alaska was admitted into the Union on Jan. 3, 1959, 
on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73 
Stat. c16, and Hawaii was admitted into the Union on 
Aug. 21, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3309, Aug. 21, 1959, 
24 F.R. 6868, 73 Stat. c74. For Alaska Statehood Law, 
see Pub. L. 85–508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set out as 
a note preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories and 
Insular Possessions. For Hawaii Statehood Law, see 
Pub. L. 86–3, Mar. 18, 1959, 73 Stat. 4, set out as a note 
preceding section 491 of Title 48. 

§ 17o. National Park Service housing improve-
ment 

(1) Purposes 

The purposes of this section are— 
(A) to develop where necessary an adequate 

supply of quality housing units for field em-
ployees of the National Park Service within a 
reasonable time frame; 

(B) to expand the alternatives available for 
construction and repair of essential Govern-
ment housing; 

(C) to rely on the private sector to finance 
or supply housing in carrying out this section, 
to the maximum extent possible, in order to 
reduce the need for Federal appropriations; 

(D) to ensure that adequate funds are avail-
able to provide for long-term maintenance 
needs of field employee housing; and 

(E) to eliminate unnecessary Government 
housing and locate such housing as is required 
in a manner such that primary resource values 
are not impaired. 

(2) General authority 

To enhance the ability of the Secretary of the 
Interior (hereafter in this section referred to as 
‘‘the Secretary’’), acting through the Director of 
the National Park Service, to effectively man-
age units of the National Park System, the Sec-
retary is authorized where necessary and justi-
fied to make available employee housing, on or 
off the lands under the administrative jurisdic-
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tion of the National Park Service, and to rent or 
lease such housing to field employees of the Na-
tional Park Service at rates based on the rea-
sonable value of the housing in accordance with 
requirements applicable under section 5911 of 
title 5. 

(3) Review and revision of housing criteria 

On November 12, 1996, the Secretary shall re-
view and revise the existing criteria under 
which housing is provided to employees of the 
National Park Service. Specifically, the Sec-
retary shall examine the existing criteria with 
respect to what circumstances the National 
Park Service requires an employee to occupy 
Government quarters to provide necessary serv-
ices, protect Government property, or because of 
a lack of availability of non-Federal housing in 
the geographic area. 

(4) Submission of report 

A report detailing the results of the revisions 
required by paragraph (3) shall be submitted to 
the Committee on Resources of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate not later 
than 180 days after November 12, 1996. The report 
shall include justifications for keeping, or for 
changing, each of the criteria or factors used by 
the Department of the Interior with regard to 
the provision of housing to employees of the Na-
tional Park Service. 

(5) Review of condition of and costs relating to 
housing 

Using the revised criteria developed under 
paragraph (3), the Secretary shall undertake a 
review, for each unit of the National Park Sys-
tem, of existing government-owned 1 housing 
provided to employees of the National Park 
Service. The review shall include an assessment 
of the physical condition of such housing and 
the suitability of such housing to effectively 
carry out the missions of the Department of the 
Interior and the National Park Service. For 
each unit of such housing, the Secretary shall 
determine whether the unit is needed and justi-
fied. The review shall include estimates of the 
cost of bringing each unit that is needed and 
justified into usable condition that meets all ap-
plicable legal housing requirements or, if the 
unit is determined to be obsolete but is still 
warranted to carry out the missions of the De-
partment of the Interior and the National Park 
Service, the cost of replacing the unit. 

(6) Authorization for housing agreements 

For those units of the National Park System 
for which the review required by paragraphs (3) 
and (5) has been completed, the Secretary is au-
thorized, pursuant to the authorities contained 
in this section and subject to the appropriation 
of necessary funds in advance, to enter into 
housing agreements with housing entities under 
which such housing entities may develop, con-
struct, rehabilitate, or manage housing, located 
on or off public lands, for rent or lease to Na-
tional Park Service employees who meet the 
housing eligibility criteria developed by the 
Secretary pursuant to this section. 

(7) Joint public-private sector housing programs 

(A) Lease to build program 

Subject to the appropriation of necessary 
funds in advance, the Secretary may— 

(i) lease Federal land and interests in land 
to qualified persons for the construction of 
field employee quarters for any period not to 
exceed 50 years; and 

(ii) lease developed and undeveloped non- 
Federal land for providing field employee 
quarters. 

(B) Competitive leasing 

Each lease under subparagraph (A)(i) shall 
be awarded through the use of publicly adver-
tised, competitively bid, or competitively ne-
gotiated contracting procedures. 

(C) Terms and conditions 

Each lease under subparagraph (A)(i)— 
(i) shall stipulate whether operation and 

maintenance of field employee quarters is to 
be provided by the lessee, field employees or 
the Federal Government; 

(ii) shall require that the construction and 
rehabilitation of field employee quarters be 
done in accordance with the requirements of 
the National Park Service and local applica-
ble building codes and industry standards; 

(iii) shall contain such additional terms 
and conditions as may be appropriate to pro-
tect the Federal interest, including limits on 
rents the lessee may charge field employees 
for the occupancy of quarters, conditions on 
maintenance and repairs, and agreements on 
the provision of charges for utilities and 
other infrastructure; and 

(iv) may be granted at less than fair mar-
ket value if the Secretary determines that 
such lease will improve the quality and 
availability of field employee quarters avail-
able. 

(D) Contributions by United States 

The Secretary may make payments, subject 
to appropriations, or contributions in kind ei-
ther in advance of or on a continuing basis to 
reduce the costs of planning, construction, or 
rehabilitation of quarters on or off Federal 
lands under a lease under this paragraph. 

(8) Rental guarantee program 

(A) General authority 

Subject to the appropriation of necessary 
funds in advance, the Secretary may enter 
into a lease to build arrangement as set forth 
in paragraph (7) with further agreement to 
guarantee the occupancy of field employee 
quarters constructed or rehabilitated under 
such lease. A guarantee made under this para-
graph shall be in writing. 

(B) Limitations 

The Secretary may not guarantee— 
(i) the occupancy of more than 75 percent 

of the units constructed or rehabilitated 
under such lease; and 

(ii) at a rental rate that exceeds the rate 
based on the reasonable value of the housing 
in accordance with requirements applicable 
under section 5911 of title 5. 
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In no event shall outstanding guarantees be in 
excess of $3,000,000,2 

(C) Rental to Government employees 

A guarantee may be made under this section 
only if the lessee agrees to permit the Sec-
retary to utilize for housing purposes any 
units for which the guarantee is made 3 

(D) Failure to maintain a satisfactory level of 
operation and maintenance 

The lease shall be null and void if the lessee 
fails to maintain a satisfactory level of oper-
ation and maintenance. 

(9) Joint development authority 

The Secretary may use authorities granted by 
statute in combination with one another in the 
furtherance of providing where necessary and 
justified affordable field employee housing. 

(10) Contracts for the management of field em-
ployee quarters 

(A) General authority 

Subject to the appropriation of necessary 
funds in advance, the Secretary may enter 
into contracts of any duration for the manage-
ment, repair, and maintenance of field em-
ployee quarters. 

(B) Terms and conditions 

Any such contract shall contain such terms 
and conditions as the Secretary deems nec-
essary or appropriate to protect the interests 
of the United States and assure that necessary 
quarters are available to field employees. 

(11) Leasing of seasonal employee quarters 

(A) General authority 

Subject to subparagraph (B), the Secretary 
may lease quarters at or near a unit of the na-
tional park system for use as seasonal quar-
ters for field employees. The rent charged to 
field employees under such a lease shall be a 
rate based on the reasonable value of the quar-
ters in accordance with requirements applica-
ble under section 5911 of title 5. 

(B) Limitation 

The Secretary may only issue a lease under 
subparagraph (A) if the Secretary finds that 
there is a shortage of adequate and affordable 
seasonal quarters at or near such unit and 
that— 

(i) the requirement for such seasonal field 
employee quarters is temporary; or 

(ii) leasing would be more cost-effective 
than construction of new seasonal field em-
ployee quarters. 

(C) Unrecovered costs 

The Secretary may pay the unrecovered 
costs of leasing seasonal quarters under this 
paragraph from annual appropriations for the 
year in which such lease is made. 

(12) Survey of existing facilities 

The Secretary shall— 
(A) complete a condition assessment for all 

field employee housing, including the physical 

condition of such housing and the necessity 
and suitability of such housing for carrying 
out the agency mission, using existing infor-
mation; and 

(B) develop an agency-wide priority listing, 
by structure, identifying those units in great-
est need for repair, rehabilitation, replace-
ment, or initial construction. 

(13) Use of housing-related funds 

Expenditure of any funds authorized and ap-
propriated for new construction, repair, or reha-
bilitation of housing under this section shall fol-
low the housing priority listing established by 
the agency under paragraph (12), in sequential 
order, to the maximum extent practicable. 

(14) Annual budget submittal 

The President’s proposed budget to Congress 
for the first fiscal year beginning after Novem-
ber 12, 1996, and for each subsequent fiscal year, 
shall include identification of nonconstruction 
funds to be spent for National Park Service 
housing maintenance and operations which are 
in addition to rental receipts collected. 

(15) Study of housing allowances 

Within 12 months after November 12, 1996, the 
Secretary shall conduct a study to determine 
the feasibility of providing eligible employees of 
the National Park Service with housing allow-
ances rather than Government housing. The 
study shall specifically examine the feasibility 
of providing rental allowances to temporary and 
lower paid permanent employees. Whenever the 
Secretary submits a copy of such study to the 
Office of Management and Budget, he shall con-
currently transmit copies of the report to the 
Resources Committee of the United States 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources of the United 
States Senate. 

(16) Study of sale of employee housing 

Within 18 months of November 12, 1996, the 
Secretary shall complete a study of the sale of 
Government quarters to a cooperative consist-
ing of field employees. The Secretary shall ex-
amine the potential benefits to the Government 
as well as the employees and any risks associ-
ated with such a program. 

(17) General provisions 

(A) Construction limitations on Federal lands 

The Secretary may not utilize any lands for 
the purposes of providing field employee hous-
ing under this section which will impact pri-
mary resource values of the area or adversely 
affect the mission of the agency. 

(B) Rental rates 

To the extent practicable, the Secretary 
shall establish rental rates for all quarters oc-
cupied by field employees of the National Park 
Service that are based on the reasonable value 
of the quarters in accordance with require-
ments applicable under section 5911 of title 5. 

(C) Exemption from leasing requirements 

The provisions of section 460l–22 of this title 
and section 1302 of title 40 shall not apply to 
leases issued by the Secretary under this sec-
tion. 
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(18) Proceeds 

The proceeds from any lease under paragraph 
(7)(A) and any lease under paragraph (11) shall 
be retained by the National Park Service. Such 
proceeds shall be deposited into the special fund 
established for maintenance and operation of 
quarters. 

(19) Definitions 

For purposes of this section: 
(A) The term ‘‘field employee’’ means— 

(i) an employee of the National Park Serv-
ice who is exclusively assigned by the Na-
tional Park Service to perform duties at a 
field unit, and the members of their family; 
and 

(ii) other individuals who are authorized to 
occupy Government quarters under section 
5911 of title 5, and for whom there is no fea-
sible alternative to the provision of Govern-
ment housing, and the members of their 
family. 

(B) The term ‘‘land management agency’’ 
means the National Park Service, Department 
of the Interior. 

(C) The term ‘‘primary resource values’’ 
means resources which are specifically men-
tioned in the enabling legislation for that field 
unit or other resource value recognized under 
Federal statute. 

(D) The term ‘‘quarters’’ means quarters 
owned or leased by the Government. 

(E) The term ‘‘seasonal quarters’’ means 
quarters typically occupied by field employees 
who are hired on assignments of 6 months or 
less. 

(Pub. L. 104–333, div. I, title VIII, § 814(a), Nov. 
12, 1996, 110 Stat. 4190; Pub. L. 106–176, title I, 
§ 120(a)(1), Mar. 10, 2000, 114 Stat. 28.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This section, referred to in pars. (1), (6), (13), and 
(17)(A), (C), means section 814 of title VIII of div. I of 
Pub. L. 104–333 which enacted this section and sections 
1f and 346e of this title and made numerous amend-
ments to this title. The reference probably should have 
been ‘‘this subsection’’ meaning subsec. (a) of section 
814 which enacted this section. 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 1302 of title 40’’ substituted in par. (17)(C) 
for ‘‘section 321 of the Act of June 30, 1932 (40 U.S.C. 
303b; 47 Stat. 412)’’ on authority of Pub. L. 107–217, § 5(c), 
Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1303, the first section of which 
enacted Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 
Works. 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Par. (6). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘this section’’ for ‘‘this Act’’ before period at 
end. 

Par. (7)(B). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘Competitive leasing’’ for ‘‘Comptetitive leasing’’ in 
subpar. heading. 

Par. (9). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(C), substituted 
‘‘granted by statute’’ for ‘‘granted by statue’’. 

Par. (11)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(D), sub-
stituted ‘‘more cost-effective’’ for ‘‘more cost effec-
tive’’. 

Par. (13). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(E), substituted 
‘‘paragraph (12),’’ for ‘‘paragraph (13),’’. 

Par. (18). Pub. L. 106–176, § 120(a)(1)(F), substituted 
‘‘under paragraph (7)(A) and any lease under paragraph 

(11)’’ for ‘‘under paragraph (7)(A)(i)(I), any lease under 
paragraph (11)(B), and any lease of seasonal quarters 
under subsection (l),’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 18. Promotion of tourist travel 

The Secretary of Commerce shall encourage, 
promote, and develop travel within the United 
States, including any Commonwealth, territory, 
and possession thereof, through activities which 
are in the public interest and which do not com-
pete with activities of any State, city, or pri-
vate agency. 

(July 19, 1940, ch. 642, § 1, 54 Stat. 773; Pub. L. 
93–193, § 2, Dec. 19, 1973, 87 Stat. 765; Pub. L. 
94–55, § 2(b), July 9, 1975, 89 Stat. 262.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1975—Pub. L. 94–55 substituted ‘‘shall encourage, pro-
mote, and develop travel within the United States, in-
cluding any Commonwealth, territory, and possession 
thereof, through activities which are in the public in-
terest and which do not compete with activities of any 
State, city, or private agency’’ for ‘‘is authorized and 
directed to encourage, promote, and develop travel 
within the United States, its Territories and posses-
sions, providing such activities do not compete with 
the activities of private agencies; and to administer all 
existing travel promotion functions of the Department 
of Commerce’’. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Pub. L. 93–193, § 2, Dec. 19, 1973, 87 Stat. 765, provided 
that: 

‘‘(a) There are hereby transferred to and vested in the 
Secretary of Commerce all functions, powers, and du-
ties of the Secretary of the Interior and other offices 
and officers of the Department of the Interior under the 
Act of July 19, 1940 (54 Stat. 773; 16 U.S.C. 18–18d). 

‘‘(b) The assets, liabilities, contracts, property, 
records, authorizations, and allocations, employed, 
held, used, rising from, available or to be made avail-
able in connection with the functions, powers, and du-
ties transferred by subsection (a) of this section are 
hereby transferred to the Secretary of Commerce.’’ 

§ 18a. Cooperation with travel agencies; publica-
tion of information 

In carrying out the purposes of sections 18 to 
18d of this title, the Secretary is authorized to 
cooperate with public and private tourist, trav-
el, and other agencies in the display of exhibits, 
and in the collection, publication, and dissemi-
nation of information with respect to places of 
interest, routes, transportation facilities, ac-
commodations, and such other matters as he 
deems advisable and advantageous for the pur-
pose of encouraging, promoting, or developing 
such travel. Nothing in said sections shall pro-
hibit the preparation of graphic materials in for-
eign languages, designed to call attention to the 
attractions and places of interest in the United 
States and to encourage the use of American 
registered ships and planes. The existing facili-
ties of the United States Government in foreign 
countries are authorized to assist in the dis-
tribution of this material. The Secretary may 
enter into contracts with private publishers for 
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