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OR–2, pages 378 to 381, inclusive, respectively; 
and accepted by the National Park Service on 
April 7, 1954 (2), and April 5, 1954 (2), respec-
tively; and 

(3) Not to exceed 35 acres, to be acquired by 
donation only, in or in the vicinity of Ever-
glades City, Florida, which the Secretary of 
the Interior may find necessary and suitable 
for furthering administration and use of the 
park. 

Land and water now in Federal ownership 
within said boundary shall continue to be ad-
ministered as Everglades National Park; how-
ever, the land and water therein not in Federal 
ownership shall be administered as a part of the 
park only after being acquired as hereinafter 
provided. 

(Pub. L. 85–482, § 1, July 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 280.) 

EVERGLADES ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 

Pub. L. 112–74, div. E, title I, § 107, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 
Stat. 1008, provided that: ‘‘This [fiscal year 2012] and 
any subsequent fiscal year, the National Park Service 
is authorized to implement modifications to the 
Tamiami Trail as described in, and in accordance with, 
the preferred alternative identified in the final environ-
mental impact statement noticed in the Federal Reg-
ister on December 14, 2010, (75 Fed. Reg. 77896), relating 
to restoration efforts of the Everglades ecosystem.’’ 

§ 410j. Acquisition of land, water, and interests 
therein; consent of owner; reservations 

The authority of the Secretary of the Interior 
to acquire land and water for Everglades Na-
tional Park shall on and after July 2, 1958 be re-
stricted to the area within the boundary de-
scribed in section 410i of this title. Notwith-
standing the proviso contained in section 410 of 
this title, or any other provision of law, the said 
Secretary is authorized on and after July 2, 1958, 
within the boundary fixed in sections 410i to 410p 
of this title and with any funds made available 
for that purpose, to acquire land, water, and in-
terests therein by purchase or otherwise. 

The authority to acquire land, water, and in-
terests therein within the park boundary fixed 
in section 410i of this title but outside the area 
designated in sections 410e to 410h of this title, 
is further subject to the right of retention by 
the owners thereof, including owners of inter-
ests in oil, gas, and mineral rights or royalties, 
and by their heirs, executors, administrators, 
successors, and assigns, at their election of the 
following: 

(1) The reservation until October 9, 1967, of 
all oil, gas, and mineral rights or interests, in-
cluding the right to lease, explore for, 
produce, store, and remove oil, gas, and other 
minerals from such lands; 

(2) In the event that on or before said date, 
oil, gas, or other minerals are being produced 
in commercial quantities anywhere within the 
boundary fixed in section 410i of this title but 
outside the area designated in sections 410e to 
410h of this title, the time of the reservation 
provided in subsection (1) above shall auto-
matically extend for all owners within said 
boundary and outside of said area regardless of 
whether such production is from land in which 
such owners have an interest, for so long as 
oil, gas, or other minerals are produced in 

commercial quantities anywhere within said 
boundary and outside of said area. To exercise 
this reservation, the owners, their lessees, 
agents, employees, and assigns shall have such 
right of ingress to and egress from such land 
and water as may be necessary; and 

(3) After the termination of the reserved 
rights of owners as set forth in subsections (1) 
and (2) of this section, a further reservation of 
the right to customary royalties, applying at 
the time of production, in any oil, gas, or 
other minerals which may be produced from 
such land and water at any time before Janu-
ary 1, 1985, should production ever be author-
ized by the Federal Government or its assigns. 

(Pub. L. 85–482, § 2, July 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 284; Pub. 
L. 91–428, § 2, Sept. 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 885.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1970—Pub. L. 91–428 struck out restriction against ac-
quisition of certain described lands in Dade County 
without the consent of the owner so long as the land is 
used exclusively for agricultural purposes, including 
housing directly incident thereto, or is lying fallow or 
remains in its natural state. 

§ 410k. Limitation of Federal action during res-
ervation period 

Unless consented to by an owner retaining the 
reservation set forth in subsections (1) and (2) of 
section 410j of this title, no action shall be 
taken by the Federal Government during the pe-
riod of such reservation to purchase, acquire, or 
otherwise terminate or interfere with any lease 
or leases which may be applicable to said own-
er’s land. 

(Pub. L. 85–482, § 3, July 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 285.) 

§ 410l. Rules and regulations governing reserva-
tion rights 

Any reservations retained under the provi-
sions of subsections (1) and (2) of section 410j of 
this title shall be exercised by the owners sub-
ject to reasonable rules and regulations which 
the Secretary may prescribe for the protection 
of the park, but which shall permit the reserved 
rights to be exercised so that the oil, gas, and 
minerals may be explored for, developed, ex-
tracted, and removed from the park area in ac-
cordance with sound conservation practices. All 
operations shall be carried on under such regula-
tions as the Secretary may prescribe to protect 
the land and area for park purposes. 

(Pub. L. 85–482, § 4, July 2, 1958, 72 Stat. 285.) 

§ 410m. Ascertainment of owners’ election re-
garding reservation rights 

In acquiring any of the land or water within 
the area described in section 410i of this title the 
Secretary of the Interior shall exercise reason-
able diligence to ascertain whether owners elect 
to retain reservations in accordance with the 
provisions of section 410j of this title. If, after 
the exercise of such reasonable diligence, owners 
cannot be located, or do not appear in judicial 
proceedings to acquire the land and water, so 
that it may be ascertained whether they desire 
to retain reservations in accordance with the 
provisions hereof, the Secretary may acquire 
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