§ 410iii-1

antebellum plantation for the education, in-
spiration, and benefit of present and future
generations;

(2) tell the rich story of Shenandoah Valley
history from early settlement through the
Civil War and beyond, and the Battle of Cedar
Creek and its significance in the conduct of
the war in the Shenandoah Valley;

(3) preserve the significant historic, natural,
cultural, military, and scenic resources found
in the Cedar Creek Battlefield and Belle Grove
Plantation areas through partnerships with
local landowners and the community; and

(4) serve as a focal point to recognize and in-
terpret important events and geographic loca-
tions within the Shenandoah Valley Battle-
fields National Historic District representing
key Civil War battles in the Shenandoah Val-
ley, including those battlefields associated
with the Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson cam-
paign of 1862 and the decisive campaigns of
1864.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §2, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3104.)
SHORT TITLE
Pub. L. 107-373, §1, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3104, pro-

vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting this subchapter] may
be cited as the ‘Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National
Historical Park Act’.”

§410iii-1. Findings

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Battle of Cedar Creek, also known as
the battle of Belle Grove, was a major event of
the Civil War and the history of this country.
It represented the end of the Civil War’s Shen-
andoah Valley campaign of 1864 and contrib-
uted to the reelection of President Abraham
Lincoln and the eventual outcome of the war.

(2) 2,500 acres of the Cedar Creek Battlefield
and Belle Grove Plantation were designated a
national historic landmark in 1969 because of
their ability to illustrate and interpret impor-
tant eras and events in the history of the
United States. The Cedar Creek Battlefield,
Belle Grove Manor House, the Heater House,
and Harmony Hall (a National Historic Land-
mark) are also listed on the Virginia Land-
marks Register.

(83) The Secretary of the Interior has ap-
proved the Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Na-
tional Historic District Management Plan and
the National Park Service Special Resource
Study, both of which recognized Cedar Creek
Battlefield as the most significant Civil War
resource within the historic district. The man-
agement plan, which was developed with ex-
tensive public participation over a 3-year pe-
riod and is administered by the Shenandoah
Valley Battlefields Foundation, recommends
that Cedar Creek Battlefield be established as
a new unit of the National Park System.

(4) The Cedar Creek Battlefield Foundation,
organized in 1988 to preserve and interpret the
Cedar Creek Battlefield and the 1864 Valley
Campaign, has acquired 308 acres of land with-
in the boundaries of the National Historic
Landmark. The foundation annually hosts a
major reenactment and living history event on
the Cedar Creek Battlefield.

(5) Belle Grove Plantation is a Historic Site
of the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
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tion that occupies 383 acres within the Na-
tional Historic Landmark. The Belle Grove
Manor House was built by Isaac Hite, a Revo-
lutionary War patriot married to the sister of
President James Madison, who was a frequent
visitor at Belle Grove. President Thomas Jef-
ferson assisted with the design of the house.
During the Civil War Belle Grove was at the
center of the decisive battle of Cedar Creek.
Belle Grove is managed locally by Belle Grove,
Incorporated, and has been open to the public
since 1967. The house has remained virtually
unchanged since it was built in 1797, offering
visitors an experience of the life and times of
the people who lived there in the 18th and 19th
centuries.

(6) The panoramic views of the mountains,
natural areas, and waterways provide visitors
with an inspiring setting of great natural
beauty. The historic, natural, cultural, mili-
tary, and scenic resources found in the Cedar
Creek Battlefield and Belle Grove Plantation
areas are nationally and regionally signifi-
cant.

(7) The existing, independent, not-for-profit
organizations dedicated to the protection and
interpretation of the resources described
above provide the foundation for public-pri-
vate partnerships to further the success of pro-
tecting, preserving, and interpreting these re-
sources.

(8) None of these resources, sites, or stories
of the Shenandoah Valley are protected by or
interpreted within the National Park System.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §3, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3104.)

§ 410iii-2. Definitions
In this subchapter:

(1) Commission

The term ‘‘Commission’” means the Cedar
Creek and Belle Grove National Historical
Park Advisory Commission established by sec-
tion 410iii-7 of this title.

(2) Map

The term ‘‘Map’” means the map entitled
“Boundary Map Cedar Creek and Belle Grove

National Historical Park”’, numbered
CEBE-80,001, and dated September 2002.
(3) Park

The term ‘‘Park’” means the Cedar Creek
and Belle Grove National Historical Park es-
tablished under section 410iii-3 of this title
and depicted on the Map.

(4) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of the Interior.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §4, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3105.)

§410iii-3. Establishment of Cedar Creek and
Belle Grove National Historical Park

(a) Establishment

There is established the Cedar Creek and Belle
Grove National Historical Park, consisting of
approximately 3,000 acres, as generally depicted
on the Map.
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(b) Availability of Map

The Map shall be on file and available for pub-
lic inspection in the offices of the National Park
Service, Department of the Interior.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §5, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3106.)
§410iii—4. Acquisition of property

(a) Real property

The Secretary may acquire land or interests
in land within the boundaries of the Park, from
willing sellers only, by donation, purchase with
donated or appropriated funds, or exchange.

(b) Boundary revision

After acquiring land for the Park, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) revise the boundary of the Park to in-
clude newly acquired land within the bound-
ary; and

(2) administer newly acquired land subject
to applicable laws (including regulations).

(c) Personal property

The Secretary may acquire personal property
associated with, and appropriate for, interpreta-
tion of the Park.

(d) Conservation easements and covenants

The Secretary is authorized to acquire con-
servation easements and enter into covenants
regarding lands in or adjacent to the Park from
willing sellers only. Such conservation ease-
ments and covenants shall have the effect of
protecting the scenic, natural, and historic re-
sources on adjacent lands and preserving the
natural or historic setting of the Park when
viewed from within or outside the Park.

(e) Support facilities

The National Park Service is authorized to ac-
quire from willing sellers, land outside the Park
boundary but in close proximity to the Park, for
the development of visitor, administrative, mu-
seum, curatorial, and maintenance facilities.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §6, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3106.)
§ 410iii-5. Administration

The Secretary shall administer the Park in ac-
cordance with this subchapter and the provi-
sions of law generally applicable to units of the
National Park System, including—

(1) sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of this title; and
(2) sections 461 to 467 of this title.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §7, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3106.)
§410iii-6. Management of Park

(a) Management plan

The Secretary, in consultation with the Com-
mission, shall prepare a management plan for
the Park. In particular, the management plan
shall contain provisions to address the needs of
owners of non-Federal land, including independ-
ent nonprofit organizations within the bound-
aries of the Park.

(b) Submission of plan to Congress

Not later than 3 years after December 19, 2002,
the Secretary shall submit the management
plan for the Park to the Committee on Re-
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§ 410iii-7

sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate.

(Pub. L. 107-373, §8, Dec. 19, 2002, 116 Stat. 3106.)
CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007.

§410iii-7. Cedar Creek and Belle Grove National
Historical Park Advisory Commission

(a) Establishment

There is established the Cedar Creek and Belle
Grove National Historical Park Advisory Com-
mission.

(b) Duties

The Commission shall—

(1) advise the Secretary in the preparation
and implementation of a general management
plan described in section 410iii-6 of this title;
and

(2) advise the Secretary with respect to the
identification of sites of significance outside
the Park boundary deemed necessary to fulfill
the purposes of this subchapter.

(c) Membership
(1) Composition

The Commission shall be composed of 15
members appointed by the Secretary so as to
include the following:

(A) 1 representative from the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

(B) 1 representative each from the local
governments of Strasburg, Middletown,
Frederick County, Shenandoah County, and
Warren County.

(C) 2 representatives of private landowners
within the Park.

(D) 1 representative from a citizen interest
group.

(E) 1 representative from the Cedar Creek
Battlefield Foundation.

(F) 1 representative from Belle Grove, In-
corporated.

(G) 1 representative from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation.

(H) 1 representative from the Shenandoah
Valley Battlefields Foundation.

(I) 1 ex-officio representative from the Na-
tional Park Service.

(J) 1 ex-officio representative from the
United States Forest Service.

(2) Chairperson
The Chairperson of the Commission shall be

elected by the members to serve a term of one
year renewable for one additional year.
(3) Vacancies

A vacancy on the Commission shall be filled

in the same manner in which the original ap-
pointment was made.

(4) Terms of service
(A) In general
Each member shall be appointed for a term

of 3 years and may be reappointed for not
more than 2 successive terms.
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