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(b) Acquisition or lease of Federal lands for State 
park purposes; terms and conditions; rever-
sion upon noncompliance; consideration for 
lease; amount of payment for conveyance of 
title and improvements; limitation of reim-
bursement for beach protection 

The State of Maryland shall have the right to 
acquire or lease from the United States such 
lands, or interests therein, on the island north 
of the area now used as a State park as the 
State may from time to time determine to be 
needed for State park purposes, and the Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to convey or 
lease such lands, or interests therein, to the 
State for such purposes upon terms and condi-
tions which he deems will assure its public use 
in harmony with the purposes of sections 459f to 
459f–11 of this title. In the event any of such 
terms and conditions are not complied with, all 
the property, or any portion thereof, shall, at 
the option of the Secretary, revert to the United 
States, in its then existing condition. Any lease 
hereunder shall be for such consideration as the 
Secretary deems equitable; and any conveyance 
of title to land hereunder may be made only 
upon payment by the State of such amounts of 
money as were expended by the United States to 
acquire such land, or interests therein, and upon 
payments of such amounts as will reimburse the 
United States for the cost of any improvements 
placed thereon by the United States, including 
the cost to it of beach protection: Provided, That 
reimbursement for beach protection shall not 
exceed 30 per centum, as determined by the Sec-
retary, of the total cost of the United States of 
such protection work. 

(Pub. L. 89–195, § 3, Sept. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 825.) 

§ 459f–3. Establishment of Seashore; notice in 
Federal Register 

When the Secretary determines that land, 
water areas, or interests therein within the area 
generally depicted on the map referred to in sec-
tion 459f of this title are owned or have been ac-
quired by the United States in sufficient quan-
tities to provide an administrable unit, he shall 
declare the establishment of the Assateague Is-
land National Seashore by publication of notice 
thereof in the Federal Register. Such notice 
shall contain a refined description or map of the 
boundaries of the seashore as the Secretary may 
find desirable, and the exterior boundaries shall 
encompass an area as nearly as practicable iden-
tical to the area described in section 459f of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 89–195, § 4, Sept. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 825.) 

§ 459f–4. Hunting and fishing provisions 

The Secretary shall permit hunting and fish-
ing on land and waters under his control within 
the seashore in accordance with the appropriate 
State laws, to the extent applicable, except that 
the Secretary may designate zones where, and 
establish periods when, no hunting or fishing 
shall be permitted for reasons of public safety, 
administration, fish or wildlife management or 
public use and enjoyment: Provided, That noth-
ing in sections 459f to 459f–11 of this title, shall 
limit or interfere with the authority of the 

States to permit or to regulate shellfishing in 
any waters included in the national seashore: 
Provided further, That nothing in said sections 
shall add to or limit the authority of the Fed-
eral Government in its administration of Fed-
eral laws regulating migratory waterfowl. Ex-
cept in emergencies, any regulations of the Sec-
retary pursuant to this section shall be put into 
effect only after consultation with the appro-
priate State agency responsible for hunting and 
fishing activities. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to the Chincoteague National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

(Pub. L. 89–195, § 5, Sept. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 826.) 

§ 459f–5. Administration of Seashore 

(a) Public outdoor recreation and enjoyment; uti-
lization of other authorities 

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this 
section, the Secretary shall administer the 
Assateague Island National Seashore for general 
purposes of public outdoor recreation, including 
conservation of natural features contributing to 
public enjoyment. In the administration of the 
seashore and the administrative site the Sec-
retary may utilize such statutory authorities re-
lating to areas administered and supervised by 
the Secretary through the National Park Serv-
ice and such statutory authority otherwise 
available to him for the conservation and man-
agement of natural resources as he deems appro-
priate to carry out the purposes of sections 459f 
to 459f–11 of this title. 

(b) Refuge land and waters; application of na-
tional wildlife refuge provisions; public 
recreation uses in accordance with provi-
sions for national conservation recreational 
areas 

Notwithstanding any other provision of sec-
tions 459f to 459f–11 of this title, land and waters 
in the Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge, 
which are a part of the seashore, shall be admin-
istered for refuge purposes under laws and regu-
lations applicable to national wildlife refuges, 
including administration for public recreation 
uses in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act of September 28, 1962 (Public law 87–714; 76 
Stat. 653) [16 U.S.C. 460k et seq.]. 

(c) Cooperative agreements and technical assist-
ance to protect seashore resources 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into co-
operative agreements with local, State, and Fed-
eral agencies and with educational institutions 
and nonprofit entities to coordinate research de-
signed to ensure full protection of the natural 
and cultural resources of the seashore, consist-
ent with the purposes for which the seashore 
was established, and other applicable law. The 
Secretary is also authorized to provide technical 
assistance to local, State, and Federal agencies 
and to educational institutions and non-profit 
entities in order to further such purposes. The 
Secretary shall submit a report every two years 
to the Congress on the results of the coordinated 
research program authorized by this section and 
plans to implement the recommendations aris-
ing from such research. 

(Pub. L. 89–195, § 6, Sept. 21, 1965, 79 Stat. 826; 
Pub. L. 102–320, § 1(5), July 10, 1992, 106 Stat. 321.) 
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