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persons (including the State of Texas) who do-
nated to the United States rights and interests 
in minerals in the lands within the park shall be 
given notice, in accordance with regulations to 
be prescribed by the Secretary, of their pref-
erential right to a reconveyance, without con-
sideration, of the respective rights and interests 
in minerals which they donated to the United 
States. Such notice shall be in a form reason-
ably calculated to give actual notice to those 
entitled to such preferential right, and shall 
provide for a period of not less than one hundred 
and eighty days within which to exercise such 
preferential right. The preferential right to such 
reconveyance shall inure to the benefit of the 
successors, heirs, devisees, or assigns of such 
persons having such preferential right to a re-
conveyance, and such successors, heirs, devisees, 
or assigns shall be given the notice provided for 
in this subsection. 

(c) Leases of mineral rights and interests: with-
drawal from leasing; mineral leasing, sale of 
surplus property, and sale provisions inap-
plicable; subsection (c) inapplicable upon 
failure or refusal to exercise preferential 
right to reconveyance 

Such rights and interests in minerals, includ-
ing all minerals of whatever nature, in and un-
derlying the lands within the boundaries of the 
park and which are acquired by the United 
States under the provisions of this subchapter 
are hereby withdrawn from leasing and are here-
by excluded from the application of the present 
or future provisions of the Mineral Leasing Act 
for Acquired Lands [30 U.S.C. 351 et seq.] or 
other Act in lieu thereof having the same pur-
pose, and the same are hereby also excluded 
from the provisions of all present and future 
laws affecting the sale of surplus property or of 
said mineral interests acquired pursuant to this 
subchapter by the United States or any depart-
ment or agency thereof, except that, if such per-
son having such preferential right to a re-
conveyance fails or refuses to exercise such pref-
erential right to a reconveyance as provided in 
subsection (b) of this section then this sub-
section (c) shall not be applicable to the rights 
and interests in such minerals in the identical 
lands of such person so failing or refusing to ex-
ercise such preferential right to a reconveyance 
from and after the one hundred and eighty-day 
period referred to in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(d) Preferential right to lease mineral rights and 
interests necessary for national welfare or 
emergency: notice, terms and conditions, 
beneficiaries; other leases upon failure or re-
fusal to exercise right: terms and conditions 

If at any time in the future an Act of Congress 
provides that the national welfare or an emer-
gency requires the development and production 
of the minerals underlying the lands within the 
boundaries of the national park, or any portion 
thereof, and such Act of Congress, notwithstand-
ing the provisions of subsection (c) of this sec-
tion or any other Act, authorizes the Secretary 
to lease said land for the purpose of drilling, 
mining, developing, and producing said min-
erals, the Secretary shall give the persons (in-
cluding the State of Texas) who donated such 

minerals to the United States notice of their 
preferential right to lease, without consider-
ation, all or any part of the respective rights 
and interests in minerals which they donated to 
the United States, subject to such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary may prescribe. Such 
preferential right shall inure to the benefit of 
the successors or assigns, and of the heirs or 
devisees of such persons having such pref-
erential right in the premises. The persons enti-
tled to a preferential right under this subsection 
shall be given the same notice thereof as persons 
entitled to preferential rights under subsection 
(b) of this section. If such person having such 
preferential right fails or refuses to exercise 
such right within the time specified in the above 
notice, the Secretary may thereafter lease the 
minerals involved to any other person under 
such terms and conditions as he may prescribe. 

(e) Proceeds from communitization agreement or 
protective action; beneficiaries 

If at any time oil, gas, or other minerals 
should be discovered and produced in commer-
cial quantities from lands outside of the bound-
aries of the park, thereby causing drainage of 
oil, gas, or other minerals from lands within the 
boundaries of the park, and if the Secretary par-
ticipates in a communitization agreement or 
takes other action to protect the rights of the 
United States, the proceeds, if any, derived from 
such agreement or action shall inure to the ben-
efit of the donors of the oil, gas, or other min-
erals, or their successors, heirs, devisees, or as-
signs. 

(Pub. L. 89–667, § 3, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 920.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands, referred 
to in subsec. (c), is act Aug. 7, 1947, ch. 513, 61 Stat. 913, 
as amended, which is classified generally to chapter 7 
(§ 351 et seq.) of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 351 of Title 30 
and Tables. 

§ 283c. Administration 

The Guadalupe Mountains National Park shall 
be administered by the Secretary of the Interior 
in accordance with the provisions of sections 1, 
2, 3, and 4 of this title, as amended and supple-
mented. 

(Pub. L. 89–667, § 4, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 922.) 

§ 283d. Availability of funds 

Any funds available for the purpose of admin-
istering the five thousand six hundred and thir-
ty-two acres of lands previously donated to the 
United States in Culberson County, Texas, shall 
upon establishment of the Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park pursuant to this subchapter be 
available to the Secretary for purposes of such 
park. 

(Pub. L. 89–667, § 5, Oct. 15, 1966, 80 Stat. 922.) 

§ 283e. Authorization of appropriations; expendi-
ture for improvements limitation 

(a) There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary for the 
acquisition of lands and interest in lands, and 
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