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1 See References in Text note below. 

1973, Pub. L. 93–205, Dec. 28, 1973, 87 Stat. 884, as amend-
ed, which is classified generally to chapter 35 (§ 1531 et 
seq.) of this title. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1531 of this title and Tables. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

TIMING OF ACQUISITIONS 

Pub. L. 105–83, title V, § 504, Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1617, provided that: ‘‘The acquisitions authorized by 
sections 501 [16 U.S.C. 471j] and 502 [111 Stat. 1614] of 
this title may not occur prior to the earlier of: (1) 180 
days after enactment of this Act [Nov. 14, 1997]; or (2) 
enactment of separate authorizing legislation that 
modifies section 501, 502, or 503 [111 Stat. 1616] of this 
title. Within 120 days of enactment, the Secretary of 
the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture, respec-
tively, shall submit to the Committee on Resources 
[now Committee on Natural Resources] of the House of 
Representatives, the Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources and the House and Senate Commit-
tees on Appropriations, reports detailing the status of 
efforts to meet the conditions set forth in this title im-
posed on the acquisition of the interests to protect and 
preserve the Headwaters Forest and the acquisition of 
interests to protect and preserve Yellowstone National 
Park. For every day beyond 120 days after the enact-
ment of this Act that the appraisals required in sub-
sections [sic] 501(b)(5) and 502(b)(2) are not provided to 
the Committee on Resources [now Committee on Natu-
ral Resources] of the House, the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate and the House and 
Senate Committees on Appropriations in accordance 
with such subsections, the 180-day period referenced in 
this section shall be extended by one day.’’ 

§ 472. Laws affecting national forest lands 

The Secretary of the Department of Agri-
culture shall execute or cause to be executed all 
laws affecting public lands reserved under the 
provisions of section 471 1 of this title, or sec-
tions supplemental to and amendatory thereof, 
after such lands have been so reserved, except-
ing such laws as affect the surveying, pros-
pecting, locating, appropriating, entering, relin-
quishing, reconveying, certifying, or patenting 
of any of such lands. 

(Feb. 1, 1905, ch. 288, § 1, 33 Stat. 628.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 471 of this title, referred to in text, was in the 
original a reference to section 24 of act Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 
561, 26 Stat. 1103, and was repealed by Pub. L. 94–579, 
title VII, § 704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792. 

CODIFICATION 

Words ‘‘subject to the provisions for national forests 
established under subdivision (b) of section 471 of this 
title,’’ which had been inserted by the original codifiers 
of the 1926 ed. of the Code, have been omitted because 
of the repeal of section 471 of this title by Pub. L. 
94–579. 

§ 472a. Timber sales on National Forest System 
lands 

(a) Authorization; rules and regulations; ap-
praised value as minimum sale price 

For the purpose of achieving the policies set 
forth in the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 

1960 (74 Stat. 215; 16 U.S.C. 528–531) and the For-
est and Rangeland Renewable Resources Plan-
ning Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 476) [16 U.S.C. 1600 et 
seq.], the Secretary of Agriculture, under such 
rules and regulations as he may prescribe, may 
sell, at not less than appraised value, trees, por-
tions of trees, or forest products located on Na-
tional Forest System lands. 

(b) Designation on map; prospectus 

All advertised timber sales shall be designated 
on maps, and a prospectus shall be available to 
the public and interested potential bidders. 

(c) Terms and conditions of contract 

The length and other terms of the contract 
shall be designed to promote orderly harvesting 
consistent with the principles set out in section 
6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Re-
sources Planning Act of 1974, as amended [16 
U.S.C. 1604]. Unless there is a finding by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture that better utilization of 
the various forest resources (consistent with the 
provisions of the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield 
Act of 1960 [16 U.S.C. 528–531]) will result, sales 
contracts shall be for a period not to exceed ten 
years: Provided, That such period may be ad-
justed at the discretion of the Secretary to pro-
vide additional time due to time delays caused 
by an act of an agent of the United States or by 
other circumstances beyond the control of the 
purchaser. The Secretary shall require the pur-
chaser to file as soon as practicable after execu-
tion of a contract for any advertised sale with a 
term of two years or more, a plan of operation, 
which shall be subject to concurrence by the 
Secretary. The Secretary shall not extend any 
contract period with an original term of two 
years or more unless he finds (A) that the pur-
chaser has diligently performed in accordance 
with an approved plan of operation or (B) that 
the substantial overriding public interest justi-
fies the extension. 

(d) Advertisement of sales; exceptions 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall advertise 
all sales unless he determines that extraor-
dinary conditions exist, as defined by regula-
tion, or that the appraised value of the sale is 
less than $10,000. If, upon proper offering, no sat-
isfactory bid is received for a sale, or the bidder 
fails to complete the purchase, the sale may be 
offered and sold without further advertisement. 

(e) Bidding methods; purposes; oral auction pro-
cedures; monitoring and enforcement for 
prevention of collusive practices 

(1) In the sale of trees, portions of trees, or for-
est products from National Forest System lands 
(hereinafter referred to in this subsection as 
‘‘national forest materials’’), the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall select the bidding method or 
methods which— 

(A) insure open and fair competition; 
(B) insure that the Federal Government re-

ceive not less than the appraised value as re-
quired by subsection (a) of this section; 

(C) consider the economic stability of com-
munities whose economies are dependent on 
such national forest materials, or achieve such 
other objectives as the Secretary deems nec-
essary; and 
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