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§495. Leases of lands for sanitariums or hotels

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized,
under such rules and regulations as he from
time to time may make, to rent or lease to re-
sponsible persons or corporations applying
therefor suitable spaces and portions of ground
near, or adjacent to, mineral, medicinal, or
other springs, within any national forest estab-
lished within the United States, or hereafter to
be established, and where the public is accus-
tomed or desires to frequent, for health or pleas-
ure, for the purpose of erecting upon such leased
ground sanitariums or hotels, to be opened for
the reception of the public. And he is further au-
thorized to make such regulations, for the con-
venience of people visiting such springs, with
reference to spaces and locations, for the erec-
tion of tents or temporary dwelling houses to be
erected or constructed for the use of those visit-
ing such springs for health or pleasure. And the
Secretary of Agriculture is authorized to pre-
scribe the terms and duration and the com-
pensation to be paid for the privileges granted
under the provisions of this section.

(Feb. 28, 1899, ch. 221, §1, 30 Stat. 908; Feb. 1, 1905,
ch. 288, §1, 33 Stat. 628.)

CODIFICATION

‘“National forest’ substituted in text for ‘‘forest re-
serves’” on authority of act Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34
Stat. 1269, which provided that forest reserves shall
hereafter be known as national forests.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Act Feb. 1, 1905 transferred certain functions with re-
gard to administration of national forests from Sec-
retary of the Interior to Secretary of Agriculture.

§496. Disposition of funds

All funds arising from the privileges granted
under section 495 of this title shall be covered
into the Treasury of the United States as pro-
vided by law.

(Feb. 28, 1899, ch. 221, §2, 30 Stat. 908, Mar. 4,
1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1270.)

CODIFICATION

As enacted by act Feb. 28, 1899, section provided that
the funds be ‘‘covered into the Treasury of the United
States as a special fund, to be expended in the care of
public forest reservations’.

Section was affected by act Mar. 4, 1907, which pro-
vides that all revenue from the national forests shall be
covered into the Treasury as a miscellaneous receipt.

§497. Use and occupation of lands for hotels, re-
sorts, summer homes, stores, and facilities
for industrial, commercial, educational or
public uses

The Secretary of Agriculture is authorized,
under such regulations as he may make and
upon such terms and conditions as he may deem
proper, (a) to permit the use and occupancy of
suitable areas of land within the national for-
ests, not exceeding eighty acres and for periods
not exceeding thirty years, for the purpose of
constructing or maintaining hotels, resorts, and
any other structures or facilities necessary or
desirable for recreation, public convenience, or
safety; (b) to permit the use and occupancy of
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suitable areas of land within the national for-
ests, not exceeding five acres and for periods not
exceeding thirty years, for the purpose of con-
structing or maintaining summer homes and
stores; (¢c) to permit the use and occupancy of
suitable areas of land within the national forest,
not exceeding eighty acres and for periods not
exceeding thirty years, for the purpose of con-
structing or maintaining buildings, structures,
and facilities for industrial or commercial pur-
poses whenever such use is related to or consist-
ent with other uses on the national forests; (d)
to permit any State or political subdivision
thereof, or any public or nonprofit agency, to
use and occupy suitable areas of land within the
national forests not exceeding eighty acres and
for periods not exceeding thirty years, for the
purpose of constructing or maintaining any
buildings, structures, or facilities necessary or
desirable for education or for any public use or
in connection with any public activity. The au-
thority provided by this section shall be exer-
cised in such manner as not to preclude the gen-
eral public from full enjoyment of the natural,
scenic, recreational, and other aspects of the na-
tional forests.

(Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 144, 38 Stat. 1101; July 28, 1956,
ch. 771, 70 Stat. 708.)

AMENDMENTS

1956—Act July 28, 1956, increased maximum area of
land for each purpose for which permits may be granted
from not more than 5 acres to not more than 80 acres,
and authorized permits for facilities for public safety,
for buildings, structures, and facilities for industrial or
commercial purposes whenever such purposes are relat-
ed to or consistent with other use of the national for-
ests, and for facilities to be used by public or nonprofit
agencies for education or public use or in connection
with any public activity.

ENHANCING FOREST SERVICE ADMINISTRATION OF
RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND LAND USES

Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(3) [title III, §331], Nov.
29, 1999, 113 Stat. 15635, 1501A-196, as amended by Pub. L.
108-447, div. E, title III, §345, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 3105;
Pub. L. 109-54, title IV, §425, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 555;
Pub. L. 110-161, div. F, title IV, §416, Dec. 26, 2007, 121
Stat. 2148, provided that:

‘“(a) The Secretary of Agriculture shall develop and
implement a pilot program for the purpose of enhanc-
ing forest service administration of rights-of-way and
other land uses. The authority for this program shall
be for fiscal years 2000 through 2012. Prior to the expira-
tion of the authority for this pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall submit a report to the House and Senate
Committees on Appropriations, and the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the
Committee on Resources [now Committee on Natural
Resources] of the House of Representatives that evalu-
ates whether the use of funds under this section re-
sulted in more expeditious approval of rights-of-way
and special use authorizations. This report shall in-
clude the Secretary’s recommendation for statutory or
regulatory changes to reduce the average processing
time for rights-of-way and special use permit applica-
tions.

‘“(b) DEPOSIT OF FEES.—Subject to subsections (a) and
(f), during fiscal years 2000 through 2012, the Secretary
of Agriculture shall deposit into a special account es-
tablished in the Treasury all fees collected by the Sec-
retary to recover the costs of processing applications
for, and monitoring compliance with, authorizations to
use and occupy National Forest System lands pursuant
to section 28(1) of the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C.
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