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1 See References in Text note below. 2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘this’’. 

§ 3213. Future executive branch actions 

(a) No future executive branch action which 
withdraws more than five thousand acres, in the 
aggregate, of public lands within the State of 
Alaska shall be effective except by compliance 
with this subsection. To the extent authorized 
by existing law, the President or the Secretary 
may withdraw public lands in the State of Alas-
ka exceeding five thousand acres in the aggre-
gate, which withdrawal shall not become effec-
tive until notice is provided in the Federal Reg-
ister and to both Houses of Congress. Such with-
drawal shall terminate unless Congress passes a 
joint resolution of approval within one year 
after the notice of such withdrawal has been 
submitted to Congress. 

(b) No further studies of Federal lands in the 
State of Alaska for the single purpose of consid-
ering the establishment of a conservation sys-
tem unit, national recreation area, national 
conservation area, or for related or similar pur-
poses shall be conducted unless authorized by 
this Act or further Act of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1326, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2488.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in subsec. (b), is Pub. L. 96–487, 
Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 3101 of this title 
and Tables. 

§ 3214. Alaska gas pipeline 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as im-
posing any additional requirements in connec-
tion with the construction and operation of the 
transportation system designated by the Presi-
dent and approved by the Congress pursuant to 
the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Act of 
1976 (Public Law 94–586; 90 Stat. 2903) [15 U.S.C. 
719 et seq.], or as imposing any limitations upon 
the authority of the Secretary concerning such 
system. 

(Pub. L. 96–487, title XIII, § 1327, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 
Stat. 2489.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 96–487, Dec. 2, 
1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as amended, known as the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation Act. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 3101 of this title and 
Tables. 

The Alaska Natural Gas Transportation Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94–586; 90 Stat. 2903), referred to in text, is 
Pub. L. 94–586, Oct. 22, 1976, 90 Stat. 2903, as amended, 
which is classified generally to chapter 15C (§ 719 et 
seq.) of Title 15, Commerce and Trade. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 719 of Title 15 and Tables. 

§ 3215. Public land entries in Alaska 

(a) Application approval; adjudication; protests; 
voluntary relinquishment of application 

(1) Subject to valid existing rights, all applica-
tions made pursuant to the Acts of June 1, 1938 
(52 Stat. 609),1 May 3, 1927 (44 Stat. 1364),1 May 

14, 1898 (30 Stat. 413),1 and March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 
1097), which were filed with the Department of 
the Interior within the time provided by appli-
cable law, and which describe land in Alaska 
that was available for entry under the aforemen-
tioned statutes when such entry occurred, are 
hereby approved on the one hundred and eighti-
eth day following the effective date of this Act, 
except where provided otherwise by paragraph 
(3) or (4) of this subsection, or where the land de-
scription of the entry must be adjusted pursuant 
to subsection (b) of this section, in which cases 
approval pursuant to the terms of this sub-
section shall be effective at the time the adjust-
ment becomes final. 

(2) Where an application describes land within 
the boundaries of a unit of the National Park 
System or a unit of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System, or a unit of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System in the Tongass or Chugach 
National Forests established before the effective 
date of this Act or by this Act, and the described 
land was not withdrawn pursuant to section 
11(a)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act [43 U.S.C. 1610(a)(1)], or where an application 
describes land which has been patented or deed-
ed to the State of Alaska or which on or before 
the date of entry was validly selected by, ten-
tatively approved, patented, deeded or con-
firmed to the State of Alaska pursuant to appli-
cable law and was not withdrawn pursuant to 
section 11(a)(1)(A) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1610(a)(1)(A)] from 
those lands made available for selection by sec-
tion 11(a)(2) of the Act [43 U.S.C. 1610(a)(2)] by 
any Native Village certified as eligible pursuant 
to section 11(b) of such Act [43 U.S.C. 1610(b)], 
paragraph (1) of this subsection and subsection 
(c) of this section shall not apply and the appli-
cation shall be adjudicated pursuant to the re-
quirements of the Acts referred to in paragraph 
(1) of this subsection, the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.], and other 
applicable law. 

(3) Paragraph (1) of this subsection and sub-
section (c) of this section shall not apply and 
the application shall be adjudicated pursuant to 
the requirements of the Acts referred to in para-
graph (1) of this subsection, if on or before the 
one hundred and eightieth day following the ef-
fective date of the 2 Act— 

(A) a Native Corporation files a protest with 
the Secretary of the Interior (the Secretary) 
stating that the applicant is not entitled to 
the land described in the application, and said 
land is withdrawn for selection by the corpora-
tion pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act [43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.]; or 

(B) the State of Alaska files a protest with 
the Secretary stating that the land described 
in the application is necessary for access to 
lands owned by the United States, the State of 
Alaska, or a political subdivision of the State 
of Alaska, to resources located thereon, or to 
a public body of water regularly employed for 
transportation purposes, and the protest 
states with specificity the facts upon which 
the conclusions concerning access are based 
and that no reasonable alternatives for access 
exist; or 
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