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Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than fifteen years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §283 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §169, 35 Stat. 1120).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

The provision for imprisonment for 10 years was
changed to 15 years to conform to section 471 of this
title.

Changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000"".

§488. Making or possessing counterfeit dies for
foreign coins

Whoever, within the United States, without
lawful authority, makes any die, hub, or mold,
or any part thereof, either of steel or of plaster,
or of any other substance, in the likeness or si-
militude, as to the design or the inscription
thereon, of any die, hub, or mold designated for
the coining of the genuine coin of any foreign
government; or

Whoever, without lawful authority, possesses
any such die, hub, or mold, or any part thereof,
or conceals, or knowingly suffers the same to be
used for the counterfeiting of any foreign coin—

Shall be fined under this title or imprisoned
not more than five years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L.
103-322, title XXXIII, §330016(1)(K), Sept. 13, 1994,
108 Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §284 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §170, 35 Stat. 1120).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Provision for $2,000 fine was increased to $5,000 to
conform with section 481 of this title.

Changes in phraseology were made.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $5,000".

§489. Making or possessing likeness of coins

Whoever, within the United States, makes or
brings therein from any foreign country, or pos-
sesses with intent to sell, give away, or in any
other manner uses the same, except under au-
thority of the Secretary of the Treasury or
other proper officer of the United States, any
token, disk, or device in the likeness or simili-
tude as to design, color, or the inscription there-
on of any of the coins of the United States or of
any foreign country issued as money, either
under the authority of the United States or
under the authority of any foreign government
shall be fined under this title.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; July 16, 1951,
ch. 226, §3, 656 Stat. 122; Pub. L. 103-322, title

TITLE 18—CRIMES AND CRIMINAL PROCEDURE

§491

XXXIII, §330016(1)(B), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat.
2146.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §285 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §171, 35 Stat. 1121; Feb. 15, 1912, ch. 38, 37 Stat.
64).

Reference to persons causing or procuring was omit-
ted as unnecessary in view of definition of ‘“‘principal”’
in section 2 of this title.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $100”’.

1951—Act July 16, 1951, struck out ‘‘publisher’s illus-
trations excepted’” in section catchline, struck out
from text all language which could be interpreted to
prohibit or restrict the making and printing of coin il-
lustrations in magazines and other publications, and
gave the Secretary of the Treasury the authority to
make exceptions to the application of this section.

§490. Minor coins

Whoever falsely makes, forges, or counterfeits
any coin in the resemblance or similitude of any
of the one-cent and 5-cent coins minted at the
mints of the United States; or

Whoever passes, utters, publishes, or sells, or
brings into the United States, or possesses any
such false, forged, or counterfeited coin, with in-
tent to defraud any person, shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than three
years, or both.

(June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 709; Pub. L. 98-216,
§3(b)(1), Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 6; Pub. L. 103-322,
title XXXIII, §330016(1)(H), Sept. 13, 1994, 108
Stat. 2147.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 18, U.S.C., 1940 ed., §278 (Mar. 4, 1909,
ch. 321, §164, 35 Stat. 1119).

Reference to persons causing, procuring, aiding or as-
sisting was omitted as unnecessary as such persons are
made principals by section 2 of this title.

Mandatory punishment provision was rephrased in
the alternative.

Changes were made in phraseology.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-322 substituted ‘‘fined under this
title” for ‘‘fined not more than $1,000"".

1984—Pub. L. 98-216 substituted ‘‘one-cent and 5-cent
coins minted” for ‘““minor coins coined”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Section 4(c) of Pub. L. 98-216 provided that: ‘“The
amendments made by sections 1(3), (4), and (7) and
3(b)(1) of this Act [amending this section and sections
3322, 3528, and 5132 of Title 31, Money and Finance] are
effective as of September 13, 1982.”’

§491. Tokens or paper used as money

(a) Whoever, being 18 years of age or over, not
lawfully authorized, makes, issues, or passes
any coin, card, token, or device in metal, or its
compounds, intended to be used as money, or
whoever, being 18 years of age or over, with in-
tent to defraud, makes, utters, inserts, or uses
any card, token, slug, disk, device, paper, or
other thing similar in size and shape to any of
the lawful coins or other currency of the United
States or any coin or other currency not legal
tender in the United States, to procure anything
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