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§ 1165. Hunting, trapping, or fishing on Indian 
land 

Whoever, without lawful authority or permis-
sion, willfully and knowingly goes upon any 
land that belongs to any Indian or Indian tribe, 
band, or group and either are held by the United 
States in trust or are subject to a restriction 
against alienation imposed by the United 
States, or upon any lands of the United States 
that are reserved for Indian use, for the purpose 
of hunting, trapping, or fishing thereon, or for 
the removal of game, peltries, or fish therefrom, 
shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not 
more than ninety days, or both, and all game, 
fish, and peltries in his possession shall be for-
feited. 

(Added Pub. L. 86–634, § 2, July 12, 1960, 74 Stat. 
469; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(D), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2146.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined under this 

title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $200’’. 

§ 1166. Gambling in Indian country 

(a) Subject to subsection (c), for purposes of 
Federal law, all State laws pertaining to the li-
censing, regulation, or prohibition of gambling, 
including but not limited to criminal sanctions 
applicable thereto, shall apply in Indian country 
in the same manner and to the same extent as 
such laws apply elsewhere in the State. 

(b) Whoever in Indian country is guilty of any 
act or omission involving gambling, whether or 
not conducted or sanctioned by an Indian tribe, 
which, although not made punishable by any en-
actment of Congress, would be punishable if 
committed or omitted within the jurisdiction of 
the State in which the act or omission occurred, 
under the laws governing the licensing, regula-
tion, or prohibition of gambling in force at the 
time of such act or omission, shall be guilty of 
a like offense and subject to a like punishment. 

(c) For the purpose of this section, the term 
‘‘gambling’’ does not include— 

(1) class I gaming or class II gaming regu-
lated by the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, or 

(2) class III gaming conducted under a Trib-
al-State compact approved by the Secretary of 
the Interior under section 11(d)(8) of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act that is in effect. 

(d) The United States shall have exclusive ju-
risdiction over criminal prosecutions of viola-
tions of State gambling laws that are made ap-
plicable under this section to Indian country, 
unless an Indian tribe pursuant to a Tribal- 
State compact approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior under section 11(d)(8) of the Indian 
Gaming Regulatory Act, or under any other pro-
vision of Federal law, has consented to the 
transfer to the State of criminal jurisdiction 
with respect to gambling on the lands of the In-
dian tribe. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–497, § 23, Oct. 17, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2487.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, referred to in 

subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 100–497, Oct. 17, 1988, 102 Stat. 

2467, which enacted sections 1166 to 1168 of this title and 

chapter 25 (§ 2701 et seq.) of Title 25, Indians. Section 

11(d)(8) of such Act is classified to section 2710(d)(8) of 

Title 25. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 2701 of 

Title 25 and Tables. 

§ 1167. Theft from gaming establishments on In-
dian lands 

(a) Whoever abstracts, purloins, willfully mis-
applies, or takes and carries away with intent to 
steal, any money, funds, or other property of a 
value of $1,000 or less belonging to an establish-
ment operated by or for or licensed by an Indian 
tribe pursuant to an ordinance or resolution ap-
proved by the National Indian Gaming Commis-
sion shall be fined under this title or be impris-
oned for not more than one year, or both. 

(b) Whoever abstracts, purloins, willfully mis-
applies, or takes and carries away with intent to 
steal, any money, funds, or other property of a 
value in excess of $1,000 belonging to a gaming 
establishment operated by or for or licensed by 
an Indian tribe pursuant to an ordinance or res-
olution approved by the National Indian Gaming 
Commission shall be fined under this title, or 
imprisoned for not more than ten years, or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–497, § 23, Oct. 17, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2487; amended Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, 
§ 330016(1)(S), (U), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2148.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(1)(S), sub-

stituted ‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more 

than $100,000’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–322, § 330016(1)(U), substituted 

‘‘fined under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than 

$250,000’’. 

§ 1168. Theft by officers or employees of gaming 
establishments on Indian lands 

(a) Whoever, being an officer, employee, or in-
dividual licensee of a gaming establishment op-
erated by or for or licensed by an Indian tribe 
pursuant to an ordinance or resolution approved 
by the National Indian Gaming Commission, 
embezzles, abstracts, purloins, willfully mis-
applies, or takes and carries away with intent to 
steal, any moneys, funds, assets, or other prop-
erty of such establishment of a value of $1,000 or 
less shall be fined not more than $250,000 or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or both; 

(b) Whoever, being an officer, employee, or in-
dividual licensee of a gaming establishment op-
erated by or for or licensed by an Indian tribe 
pursuant to an ordinance or resolution approved 
by the National Indian Gaming Commission, 
embezzles, abstracts, purloins, willfully mis-
applies, or takes and carries away with intent to 
steal, any moneys, funds, assets, or other prop-
erty of such establishment of a value in excess 
of $1,000 shall be fined not more than $1,000,000 
or imprisoned for not more than twenty years, 
or both. 

(Added Pub. L. 100–497, § 23, Oct. 17, 1988, 102 
Stat. 2487; amended Pub. L. 101–647, title XXXV, 
§ 3537, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4925.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101–647 substituted ‘‘or im-

prisoned’’ for ‘‘and be imprisoned for’’. 
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