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[§ 1952A. Renumbered § 1958] 

[§ 1952B. Renumbered § 1959] 

§ 1953. Interstate transportation of wagering par-
aphernalia 

(a) Whoever, except a common carrier in the 
usual course of its business, knowingly carries 
or sends in interstate or foreign commerce any 
record, paraphernalia, ticket, certificate, bills, 
slip, token, paper, writing, or other device used, 
or to be used, or adapted, devised, or designed 
for use in (a) bookmaking; or (b) wagering pools 
with respect to a sporting event; or (c) in a num-
bers, policy, bolita, or similar game shall be 
fined under this title or imprisoned for not more 
than five years or both. 

(b) This section shall not apply to (1) pari-
mutuel betting equipment, parimutuel tickets 
where legally acquired, or parimutuel materials 
used or designed for use at racetracks or other 
sporting events in connection with which bet-
ting is legal under applicable State law, or (2) 
the transportation of betting materials to be 
used in the placing of bets or wagers on a sport-
ing event into a State in which such betting is 
legal under the statutes of that State, or (3) the 
carriage or transportation in interstate or for-
eign commerce of any newspaper or similar pub-
lication, or (4) equipment, tickets, or materials 
used or designed for use within a State in a lot-
tery conducted by that State acting under au-
thority of State law, or (5) the transportation in 
foreign commerce to a destination in a foreign 
country of equipment, tickets, or materials de-
signed to be used within that foreign country in 
a lottery which is authorized by the laws of that 
foreign country. 

(c) Nothing contained in this section shall cre-
ate immunity from criminal prosecution under 
any laws of any State, Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, territory, possession, or the District of Co-
lumbia. 

(d) For the purposes of this section (1) ‘‘State’’ 
means a State of the United States, the District 
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
or any territory or possession of the United 
States; and (2) ‘‘foreign country’’ means any em-
pire, country, dominion, colony, or protectorate, 
or any subdivision thereof (other than the 
United States, its territories or possessions). 

(e) For the purposes of this section ‘‘lottery’’ 
means the pooling of proceeds derived from the 
sale of tickets or chances and allotting those 
proceeds or parts thereof by chance to one or 
more chance takers or ticket purchasers. ‘‘Lot-
tery’’ does not include the placing or accepting 
of bets or wagers on sporting events or contests. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–218, § 1, Sept. 13, 1961, 75 Stat. 
492; amended Pub. L. 93–583, § 3, Jan. 2, 1975, 88 
Stat. 1916; Pub. L. 96–90, § 2, Oct. 23, 1979, 93 Stat. 
698; Pub. L. 103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2147.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–322 substituted ‘‘fined 

under this title’’ for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’’. 

1979—Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 96–90, § 2(1), added cl. (5). 

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 96–90, § 2(2), added subsecs. 

(d) and (e). 

1975—Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 93–583 added cl. (4). 

§ 1954. Offer, acceptance, or solicitation to influ-
ence operations of employee benefit plan 

Whoever being— 
(1) an administrator, officer, trustee, custo-

dian, counsel, agent, or employee of any em-
ployee welfare benefit plan or employee pen-
sion benefit plan; or 

(2) an officer, counsel, agent, or employee of 
an employer or an employer any of whose em-
ployees are covered by such plan; or 

(3) an officer, counsel, agent, or employee of 
an employee organization any of whose mem-
bers are covered by such plan; or 

(4) a person who, or an officer, counsel, 
agent, or employee of an organization which, 
provides benefit plan services to such plan 

receives or agrees to receive or solicits any fee, 
kickback, commission, gift, loan, money, or 
thing of value because of or with intent to be in-
fluenced with respect to, any of the actions, de-
cisions, or other duties relating to any question 
or matter concerning such plan or any person 
who directly or indirectly gives or offers, or 
promises to give or offer, any fee, kickback, 
commission, gift, loan, money, or thing of value 
prohibited by this section, shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than three 
years, or both: Provided, That this section shall 
not prohibit the payment to or acceptance by 
any person of bona fide salary, compensation, or 
other payments made for goods or facilities ac-
tually furnished or for services actually per-
formed in the regular course of his duties as 
such person, administrator, officer, trustee, cus-
todian, counsel, agent, or employee of such plan, 
employer, employee organization, or organiza-
tion providing benefit plan services to such plan. 

As used in this section, the term (a) ‘‘any em-
ployee welfare benefit plan’’ or ‘‘employee pen-
sion benefit plan’’ means any employee welfare 
benefit plan or employee pension benefit plan, 
respectively, subject to any provision of title I 
of the Employee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974, and (b) ‘‘employee organization’’ and 
‘‘administrator’’ as defined respectively in sec-
tions 3(4) and (3)(16) of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974. 

(Added Pub. L. 87–420, § 17(e), Mar. 20, 1962, 76 
Stat. 42; amended Pub. L. 91–452, title II, § 225, 
Oct. 15, 1970, 84 Stat. 930; Pub. L. 93–406, title I, 
§ 111(a)(2)(C), Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat. 852; Pub. L. 
103–322, title XXXIII, § 330016(1)(L), Sept. 13, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2147.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 

1974, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 93–406, Sept. 2, 1974, 

88 Stat. 829, as amended. Title I of the Employee Re-

tirement Income Security Act of 1974, referred to in 

text, is classified generally to subchapter I (§ 1001 et 

seq.) of chapter 18 of Title 29, Labor. For complete clas-

sification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 

set out under section 1001 of Title 29 and Tables. 

Section 3(4) of the Employee Retirement Income Se-

curity Act of 1974, referred to in text, is classified to 

section 1002(4) of Title 29. 

Section (3)(16) of the Employee Retirement Income 

Security Act of 1974, referred to in text, probably 

means section 3(16) of the Employee Retirement In-

come Security Act of 1974, which is classified to section 

1002(16) of Title 29. 
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