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AMENDMENTS

1986—Pub. L. 99-570 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section read as follows: ‘“The master of
any vessel of less than five net tons carrying merchan-
dise and the person in charge of any vehicle arriving in
the United States from contiguous country, shall im-
mediately report his arrival to the customs officer at
the port of entry or customhouse which shall be near-
est to the place at which such vessel or vehicle shall
cross the boundary line or shall enter the territorial
waters of the United States, and if such vessel or vehi-
cle have on board any merchandise, shall produce to
such customs officer a manifest as required by law, and
no such vessel or vehicle shall proceed farther inland
nor shall discharge or land any merchandise, pas-
sengers, or baggage without receiving a permit therefor
from such customs officer. Any person importing or
bringing merchandise into the United States from a
contiguous country otherwise than in a vessel or vehi-
cle shall immediately report his arrival to the customs
officer at the port of entry or customhouse which shall
be nearest to the place at which he shall cross the
boundary line and shall present such merchandise to
such customs officer for inspection.”’

1938—Act June 25, 1938, substituted provisions requir-
ing any person importing merchandise from a contig-
uous country otherwise than in a vessel to report his
arrival at the nearest customshouse and present such
merchandise for inspection for provisions setting pen-
alties of $100 for for the failure of the master of any
vessel to report its arrival in the United States, forfeit-
ure of vessel and goods for unlading without a permit,
and $500 for the unlading of any passenger without a
permit.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1938 AMENDMENT
Amendment by act June 25, 1938, effective on thirti-
eth day following June 25, 1938, except as otherwise spe-

cifically provided, see section 37 of act June 25, 1938, set
out as a note under section 1401 of this title.

§1460. Repealed. Pub. L. 99-570, title III,
§3115(b), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3207-83

Section, acts June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §460, 46
Stat. 717; June 25, 1938, ch. 679, §10(b), 52 Stat. 1082, re-
lated to penalties for failure to report or file manifest.

§1461. Inspection of merchandise and baggage

All merchandise and baggage imported or
brought in from any contiguous country, except
as otherwise provided by law or by regulations
of the Secretary of the Treasury, shall be un-
laden in the presence of and be inspected by a
customs officer at the first port of entry at
which the same shall arrive; and such officer
may require the owner, or his agent, or other
person having charge or possession of any trunk,
traveling bag, sack, valise, or other container,
or of any closed vehicle, to open the same for in-
spection, or to furnish a key or other means for
opening the same.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §461, 46 Stat. 717.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in R.S. §3100, as amended by act Feb. 18, 1875, ch.
80, §1, 18 Stat. 319, and act Feb. 27, 1877, ch. 69, §1, 19
Stat. 248, which was superseded by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch.
356, title IV, §461, 42 Stat. 956, and was repealed by sec-
tion 642 thereof. Section 461 of the 1922 act was super-

seded by section 461 of act June 17, 1930, comprising this
section, and repealed by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act.

§ 1462. Forfeiture

If such owner, agent, or other person shall fail
to comply with his demand, the officer shall re-
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tain such trunk, traveling bag, sack, valise, or
other container or closed vehicle, and open the
same, and, as soon thereafter as may be prac-
ticable, examine the contents, and if any article
subject to duty or any article the importation of
which is prohibited is found therein, the whole
contents and the container or vehicle shall be
subject to forfeiture.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §462, 46 Stat. 718.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in R.S. §3101, which was superseded by act Sept.
21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §462, 42 Stat. 956, and was re-
pealed by section 642 thereof. Section 462 of the 1922 act
was superseded by section 462 of act June 17, 1930, com-
prising this section, and repealed by section 651(a)(1) of
the 1930 act.

§ 1463. Sealed vessels and vehicles

To avoid unnecessary inspection of merchan-
dise imported from a contiguous country at the
first port of arrival, the master of the vessel or
the person in charge of the vehicle in which such
merchandise is imported may apply to the cus-
toms officer of the United States stationed in
the place from which such merchandise is
shipped, and such officer may seal such vessel or
vehicle. Any vessel or vehicle so sealed may pro-
ceed with such merchandise to the port of des-
tination under such regulations as the Secretary
of the Treasury may prescribe.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §463, 46 Stat. 718.)
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §463, 42
Stat. 957. That section was superseded by section 463 of
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act.

Provisions somewhat similar to those in this section,
and further provisions requiring the vessel, car, or ve-
hicle sealed to proceed without unnecessary delay to
the port of destination and be there inspected, and pro-
viding that nothing contained therein should exempt
the vessel, car, or vehicle from examinations to prevent
frauds, were contained in R.S. §3102, and provisions au-
thorizing and requiring the Secretary of the Treasury
to make regulations for sealing vessels, cars, etc., were
contained in section 3103, prior to repeal by act Sept.
21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, §642, 42 Stat. 989.

§ 1464. Penalties in connection with sealed ves-
sels and vehicles

If the master of such vessel or the person in
charge of any such vehicle fails to proceed with
reasonable promptness to the port of destination
and to deliver such vessel or vehicle to the prop-
er officers of the customs, or fails to proceed in
accordance with such regulations of the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, or unlades such mer-
chandise or any part thereof at other than such
port of destination, or disposes of any such mer-
chandise by sale or otherwise, he shall be guilty
of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall be
fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not
more than five years, or both; and any such ves-
sel or vehicle, with its contents, shall be subject
to forfeiture.

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, §464, 46 Stat. 718.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions somewhat similar to those in this section,
with a further provision for seizure of the vessel, car,
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