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PART IV—TRANSPORTATION IN BOND AND 
WAREHOUSING OF MERCHANDISE 

§ 1551. Designation as carrier of bonded mer-
chandise 

Under such regulations and subject to such 
terms and conditions as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe— 

(1) any common carrier of merchandise own-
ing or operating a railroad, steamship, or 
other transportation line or route for the 
transportation of merchandise in the United 
States, 

(2) any contract carrier authorized to oper-
ate as such by any agency of the United 
States, and 

(3) any freight forwarder authorized to oper-
ate as such by any agency of the United 
States, 

upon application, may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary, be designated as a carrier of bonded 
merchandise for the final release of which from 
customs custody a permit has not been issued. A 
private carrier, upon application, may, in the 
discretion of the Secretary, be designated under 
the preceding sentence as a carrier of bonded 
merchandise, subject to such regulations and, in 
the case of each applicant, to such special terms 
and conditions as the Secretary may prescribe 
to safeguard the revenues of the United States 
with respect to the transportation of bonded 
merchandise by such applicant. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 551, 46 Stat. 742; 
Dec. 28, 1945, ch. 605, 59 Stat. 667; Pub. L. 87–598, 
Aug. 24, 1962, 76 Stat. 400; Pub. L. 87–854, Oct. 23, 
1962, 76 Stat. 1130; Pub. L. 90–240, § 3, Jan. 2, 1968, 
81 Stat. 776.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 551, 42 
Stat. 975. That section was superseded by section 551 of 
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed 
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act. 

Prior provisions concerning transportation of mer-
chandise in bond without appraisement to another port 
of entry were contained in the Immediate Transpor-
tation Act of June 10, 1880, ch. 190, 21 Stat. 173, as 
amended, section 3 of which required the merchandise 
to be transported by carriers designated by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, and required them to give bonds 
as the Secretary should require. That act was repealed 
by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 643, 42 Stat. 989. 

AMENDMENTS 

1968—Pub. L. 90–240 provided that a private carrier, 
upon application, could, in the discretion of the Sec-
retary, be designated as a carrier of bonded merchan-
dise, subject to regulations, terms, and conditions pre-
scribed by the Secretary, safeguard the revenues of the 
United States with respect to the transportation of 
bonded merchandise by such applicant. 

1962—Pub. L. 87–854 included any contract carrier au-
thorized to operate as such by any agency of the United 
States. 

Pub. L. 87–598 substituted ‘‘authorized to operate as 
such by any agency of the United States,’’ for ‘‘, as de-
fined in section 1002(5) of title 49.’’ 

1945—Act Dec. 28, 1945, substituted ‘‘Under such regu-
lations and subject to such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe, any common 
carrier of merchandise owning or operating a railroad, 
steamship, or other transportation line or route for the 

transportation of merchandise in the United States, or 
any freight forwarder, as defined in section 1002(5) of 
title 49, upon application, may, in the discretion of the 
Secretary’’ for ‘‘Any common carrier of merchandise 
owning or operating railroad, steamship, or other 
transportation lines or routes for the transportation of 
merchandise in the United States, upon application and 
the filing of a bond in a form and penalty and with such 
sureties as may be approved by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, may’’. 

§ 1551a. Bonded cartmen or lightermen 

The Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is, 
authorized, when it appears to him to be in the 
interest of commerce, and notwithstanding any 
provision of law or regulation requiring that the 
transportation of imported merchandise be by a 
bonded common carrier, to permit such mer-
chandise which has been entered and examined 
for customs purposes to be transported by bond-
ed cartmen or bonded lightermen between the 
ports of New York, Newark, and Perth Amboy, 
which are all included in Customs Collection 
District Numbered 10 (New York): Provided, That 
this resolution shall not be construed to deprive 
any of the ports affected of its rights and privi-
leges as a port of entry. 

(June 19, 1936, ch. 611, 49 Stat. 1538.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was not enacted as part of Tariff Act of 1930 
which comprises this chapter. 

§ 1552. Entry for immediate transportation 

Any merchandise, other than explosives and 
merchandise the importation of which is prohib-
ited, arriving at a port of entry in the United 
States may be entered, under such rules and reg-
ulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prescribe, for transportation in bond without ap-
praisement to any other port of entry des-
ignated by the consignee, or his agent, and by 
such bonded carrier as he designates, there to be 
entered in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter. 

(June 17, 1930, ch. 497, title IV, § 552, 46 Stat. 742.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title IV, § 552, 42 
Stat. 975. That section was superseded by section 552 of 
act June 17, 1930, comprising this section, and repealed 
by section 651(a)(1) of the 1930 act. 

Prior provisions for transportation in bond without 
appraisement of merchandise with certain exceptions, 
when imported at certain named ports and destined for 
certain ports, were contained in act June 10, 1880, ch. 
190, §§ 1 (as amended by act June 14, 1880, ch. 214, and 
act June 20, 1884, ch. 103) 2, 7, and 9, 21 Stat. 173, 174, 175. 
Sections 5 (as amended by act July 2, 1884, ch. 142, and 
act Feb. 23, 1887, ch. 215, and act Feb. 2, 1899, ch. 84) and 
6 (as amended by act July 2, 1884, ch. 142), regulated the 
transportation and transfer of the merchandise. The 
act of June 10, 1880 was amended by act Feb. 23, 1887, 
ch. 218, 24 Stat. 414, and its provisions were extended by 
various acts to ports other than those originally 
named. The act of June 10, 1880, ch. 190, as amended, 
and the acts of Feb. 23, 1887, ch. 218, and Feb. 2, 1899, ch. 
84, were all repealed by act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 356, title 
IV, § 643, 42 Stat. 989, and the various acts extending the 
provisions of the act of June 10, 1880, thereupon became 
inoperative. 

R.S. §§ 2990–2997, as amended by act Feb. 18, 1875, ch. 
80, 18 Stat. 319, and as extended by act Mar. 14, 1876, ch. 
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