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§ 54. Annotated United States Code for Members 
of House of Representatives to be paid for 
from Members’ Representational Allowance 

(a) In general 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives 
shall, at the request of a Member of the House 
of Representatives, furnish to the Member, for 
official use only, one set of a privately published 
annotated version of the United States Code, in-
cluding supplements and pocket parts. The fur-
nishing of a set of the United States Code under 
this section shall be in lieu of any distribution 
under section 212 of title 1 and shall be paid for 
from the Members’ Representational Allowance. 

(b) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ 
defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of 
the House of Representatives’’ means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(c) Regulations 

The Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives shall have authority 
to prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 107, Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1723.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 107 of Pub. L. 104–186. 

Subsec. (d) of section 107 of Pub. L. 104–186 repealed 

former section 54 of this title. See Prior Provisions 

note below. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 54, based on H. Res. No. 506, Ninetieth 

Congress, Aug. 21, 1967, enacted into permanent law by 

Pub. L. 90–392, title I, July 9, 1968, 82 Stat. 318, related 

to procurement for House Members of sets of United 

States Code Annotated or Federal Code Annotated, 

prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 107(d), Aug. 

20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1723. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

§ 55. United States Code Annotated or United 
States Code Service; procurement for Sen-
ators 

In lieu of the volumes of the Code of Laws of 
the United States, and the supplements thereto, 
supplied a Senator under section 212 of title 1, 
the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and di-
rected to supply to a Senator upon written re-
quest of, and as specified by, that Senator— 

(1) one copy of each of the volumes of the 
United States Code Annotated being published 
at the time the Senator takes office, and, as 
long as that Senator holds office, one copy of 
each replacement volume, each annual pocket 
part, and each pamphlet supplementing each 
such pocket part to the United States Code 
Annotated; or 

(2) one copy of each of the volumes of the 
United States Code Service being published at 
the time the Senator takes office, and, as long 
as that Senator holds office, one copy of each 

replacement volume and each pocket supple-
ment to the United States Code Service. 

A Senator is entitled to make a written request 
under this paragraph and be supplied such vol-
umes, pocket parts, and supplements the first 
time he takes office as a Senator and each time 
thereafter he takes office as a Senator after a 
period of time during which he has not been a 
Senator. In submitting such written request, the 
Senator shall certify that the volumes, pocket 
parts, or supplements he is to be supplied are to 
be for his exclusive, personal use. A Senator 
holding office on July 9, 1971, shall be entitled to 
file a written request and receive the volumes, 
pocket parts, and supplements, as the case may 
be, referred to in this paragraph if such request 
is filed within 60 days after July 9, 1971. Ex-
penses incurred under this authorization shall 
be paid from the contingent fund of the Senate. 

(Pub. L. 92–51, July 9, 1971, 85 Stat. 129; Pub. L. 
92–607, ch. V, § 501, Oct. 31, 1972, 86 Stat. 1504.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1972—Pub. L. 92–607 substituted ‘‘United States Code 

Service’’ for ‘‘Federal Code Annotated’’ in two places. 

§ 56. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 203(20)(A), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728 

Section, based on H. Res. No. 418, § 2, Ninety-second 

Congress, May 18, 1971, enacted into permanent law by 

Pub. L. 92–184, ch. IV, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 636, related 

to office expenses within District of Columbia of Dele-

gate from District of Columbia. 

REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES OF HOUSE MEMBERS; 

MEMBER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND MEM-

BER DEFINED 

Section 302(a), (b), and (d) of H. Res. No. 287, Ninety- 

fifth Congress, Mar. 2, 1977, enacted into permanent law 

by Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 668, 

which related to reimbursement to Members of House 

of Representatives for official expenses incurred in the 

United States, was repealed by Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 

§ 203(20)(B), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728. 

§ 57. Adjustment of House of Representatives al-
lowances by Committee on House Oversight 

(a) In general 

Subject to the provision of law specified in 
subsection (b) of this section, the Committee on 
House Oversight of the House of Representatives 
may, by order of the Committee, fix and adjust 
the amounts, terms, and conditions of, and other 
matters relating to, allowances of the House of 
Representatives within the following categories: 

(1) For Members of the House of Representa-
tives, the Members’ Representational Allow-
ance, including all aspects of official mail 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee 
under section 59e of this title. 

(2) For committees, the Speaker, the Major-
ity and Minority Leaders, the Clerk, the Ser-
geant at Arms, and the Chief Administrative 
Officer, allowances for official mail (including 
all aspects of official mail within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee under section 59e of 
this title), stationery, and telephone and tele-
graph and other communications. 

(b) Provision specified 

The provision of law referred to in subsection 
(a) of this section is section 57a of this title. 
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(c) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ de-
fined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of 
the House of Representatives’’ means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 92–184, ch. IV, Dec. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 636; 
Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 102, Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1719; Pub. L. 106–57, title I, § 103(a)(4)(A), 
Sept. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 415.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 457, Ninety- 

second Congress, July 21, 1971, which was enacted into 

permanent law by Pub. L. 92–184. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (a)(1), (2). Pub. L. 106–57 substituted ‘‘all 

aspects of official mail’’ for ‘‘all aspects of the Official 

Mail Allowance’’. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) and (b) 

authorizing Committee on House Administration to ad-

just certain allowances for Members, committees, and 

officers of House of Representatives. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–57, title I, § 103(c), Sept. 29, 1999, 113 Stat. 

416, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this sec-

tion [amending this section and sections 59e and 92 of 

this title] shall apply with respect to the first session 

of the One Hundred Sixth Congress and each succeeding 

session of Congress.’’ 

CLERK HIRE ALLOWANCE; INCREASE 

Pub. L. 101–520, title I, § 104, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 

2262, effective for 102d Congress, increased authoriza-

tion for the Clerk Hire Allowance by $50,000. 

§ 57a. Limitation on allowance authority of Com-
mittee on House Oversight 

(a) In general 

An order under the provision of law specified 
in subsection (c) of this section may fix or ad-
just the allowances of the House of Representa-
tives only by reason of— 

(1) a change in the price of materials, serv-
ices, or office space; 

(2) a technological change or other improve-
ment in office equipment; or 

(3) an increase under section 5303 of title 5 in 
rates of pay under the General Schedule. 

(b) Resolution requirement 

In the case of reasons other than the reasons 
specified in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section (a) of this section, the fixing and adjust-
ment of the allowances of the House of Rep-
resentatives in the categories described in the 
provision of law specified in subsection (c) of 
this section may be carried out only by resolu-
tion of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Provision specified 

The provision of law referred to in subsections 
(a) and (b) of this section is section 57 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 94–440, title II, § 101, Oct. 1, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1448; Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 103, Aug. 20, 1996, 
110 Stat. 1720.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is 

set out under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Orga-

nization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 1372, § 1, 

Ninety-fourth Congress, July 1, 1976, which was enacted 

into permanent law by Pub. L. 94–440. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) and (b) 

relating to limitations on authority of the Committee 

on House Administration to fix and adjust allowances. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

§ 57b. Representational allowance for Members 
of House of Representatives 

(a) In general 

There is established for the House of Rep-
resentatives a single allowance, to be known as 
the ‘‘Members’ Representational Allowance’’, 
which shall be available to support the conduct 
of the official and representational duties of a 
Member of the House of Representatives with re-
spect to the district from which the Member is 
elected. 

(b) Merger 

The Clerk Hire Allowance, the Official Ex-
penses Allowance, and the Official Mail Allow-
ance, as in effect on the day before September 1, 
1995, are merged into the Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance. 

(c) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ de-
fined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of 
the House of Representatives’’ means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(d) Regulations 

The Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives shall have authority 
to prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(e) Effective date 

This section shall take effect on September 1, 
1995 and shall apply with respect to official and 
representational duties carried out on or after 
that date. 

(Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 101, Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1719.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 57b, Pub. L. 104–53, title III, § 314, Nov. 

19, 1995, 109 Stat. 538, provided that, effective Sept. 1, 

1995, Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives had authority to combine House of Rep-

resentatives Clerk Hire Allowance, Official Expenses 

Allowance, and Official Mail Allowance into single al-
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