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OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND IMPROVEMENT 

The Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
was established by section 3419 of this title. Section 
3419 was repealed and a new section 3419 establishing 
the Institute of Educational Sciences was enacted by 
Pub. L. 107–279, title IV, § 402(2), Nov. 5, 2002, 116 Stat. 
1985. 

§ 9253. National leadership activities 

The Secretary shall establish and carry out a 
program of national leadership activities to en-
hance the quality of adult education and lit-
eracy programs nationwide. Such activities may 
include the following: 

(1) Technical assistance, including— 
(A) assistance provided to eligible provid-

ers in developing and using performance 
measures for the improvement of adult edu-
cation and literacy activities, including fam-
ily literacy services; 

(B) assistance related to professional de-
velopment activities, and assistance for the 
purposes of developing, improving, identify-
ing, and disseminating the most successful 
methods and techniques for providing adult 
education and literacy activities, including 
family literacy services, based on scientific 
evidence where available; and 

(C) assistance in distance learning and pro-
moting and improving the use of technology 
in the classroom. 

(2) Funding national leadership activities 
that are not described in paragraph (1), either 
directly or through grants, contracts, or coop-
erative agreements awarded on a competitive 
basis to or with postsecondary educational in-
stitutions, public or private organizations or 
agencies, or consortia of such institutions, or-
ganizations, or agencies, such as— 

(A) developing, improving, and identifying 
the most successful methods and techniques 
for addressing the education needs of adults, 
including instructional practices using pho-
nemic awareness, systematic phonics, flu-
ency, and reading comprehension, based on 
the work of the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Na-
tional Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development; 

(B) increasing the effectiveness of, and im-
proving the quality of, adult education and 
literacy activities, including family literacy 
services; 

(C) carrying out research, such as estimat-
ing the number of adults functioning at the 
lowest levels of literacy proficiency; 

(D)(i) carrying out demonstration pro-
grams; 

(ii) developing and replicating model and 
innovative programs, such as the develop-
ment of models for basic skill certificates, 
identification of effective strategies for 
working with adults with learning disabil-
ities and with individuals with limited 
English proficiency who are adults, and 
workplace literacy programs; and 

(iii) disseminating best practices informa-
tion, including information regarding prom-
ising practices resulting from federally fund-
ed demonstration programs; 

(E) providing for the conduct of an inde-
pendent evaluation and assessment of adult 

education and literacy activities through 
studies and analyses conducted independ-
ently through grants and contracts awarded 
on a competitive basis, which evaluation and 
assessment shall include descriptions of— 

(i) the effect of performance measures 
and other measures of accountability on 
the delivery of adult education and lit-
eracy activities, including family literacy 
services; 

(ii) the extent to which the adult edu-
cation and literacy activities, including 
family literacy services, increase the lit-
eracy skills of adults (and of children, in 
the case of family literacy services), lead 
the participants in such activities to in-
volvement in further education and train-
ing, enhance the employment and earnings 
of such participants, and, if applicable, 
lead to other positive outcomes, such as 
reductions in recidivism in the case of 
prison-based adult education and literacy 
activities; 

(iii) the extent to which the provision of 
support services to adults enrolled in adult 
education and family literacy programs in-
crease the rate of enrollment in, and suc-
cessful completion of, such programs; and 

(iv) the extent to which eligible agencies 
have distributed funds under section 9241 
of this title to meet the needs of adults 
through community-based organizations; 

(F) supporting efforts aimed at capacity 
building at the State and local levels, such 
as technical assistance in program planning, 
assessment, evaluation, and monitoring of 
activities carried out under this part; 

(G) collecting data, such as data regarding 
the improvement of both local and State 
data systems, through technical assistance 
and development of model performance data 
collection systems; and 

(H) other activities designed to enhance 
the quality of adult education and literacy 
activities nationwide. 

(Pub. L. 105–220, title II, § 243, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1078; Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) [title 
VIII, § 404(e)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–337, 
2681–417; Pub. L. 110–154, § 1(c)(2), Dec. 21, 2007, 121 
Stat. 1827.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2007—Par. (2)(A). Pub. L. 110–154 substituted ‘‘Eunice 
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development’’ for ‘‘National Institute of Child 
Health and Human Development’’. 

1998—Par. (2)(B). Pub. L. 105–277 substituted ‘‘qual-
ity’’ for ‘‘qualify’’. 

SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 9271. State unified plan 

(a) ‘‘Appropriate Secretary’’ defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate Sec-
retary’’ means the head of the Federal agency 
who exercises administrative authority over an 
activity or program described in subsection (b) 
of this section. 

(b) State unified plan 

(1) In general 

A State may develop and submit to the ap-
propriate Secretaries a State unified plan for 



Page 1598 TITLE 20—EDUCATION § 9271 

1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

2 or more of the activities or programs set 
forth in paragraph (2), except that the State 
may include in the plan the activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(A) only with the prior 
approval of the legislature of the State. The 
State unified plan shall cover one or more of 
the activities set forth in subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) of paragraph (2) and may cover 
one or more of the activities set forth in sub-
paragraphs (E) through (O) of paragraph (2). 
For purposes of this paragraph, the activities 
and programs described in subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) of paragraph (2) shall not be consid-
ered to be 2 or more activities or programs for 
purposes of the unified plan. Such activities or 
programs shall be considered to be 1 activity 
or program. 

(2) Activities 

The activities and programs referred to in 
paragraph (1) are as follows: 

(A) career 1 and technical education pro-
grams at the secondary level authorized 
under the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et 
seq.). 

(B) career 1 and technical education pro-
grams at the postsecondary level authorized 
under the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et 
seq.). 

(C) Activities authorized under title I [29 
U.S.C. 2801 et seq.]. 

(D) Activities authorized under title II [20 
U.S.C. 9201 et seq.]. 

(E) Programs authorized under section 6(d) 
of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2015(d)). 

(F) Work programs authorized under sec-
tion 6(o) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2015(o)). 

(G) Activities authorized under chapter 2 
of title II of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 
2271 et seq.). 

(H) Programs authorized under the Wag-
ner-Peyser Act (29 U.S.C. 49 et seq.). 

(I) Programs authorized under title I of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 720 et 
seq.), other than section 112 of such Act (29 
U.S.C. 732). 

(J) Activities authorized under chapter 41 
of title 38. 

(K) Programs authorized under State un-
employment compensation laws (in accord-
ance with applicable Federal law). 

(L) Programs authorized under part A of 
title IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
601 et seq.). 

(M) Programs authorized under title V of 
the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 
3056 et seq.). 

(N) Training activities carried out by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment. 

(O) Programs authorized under the Com-
munity Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 
9901 et seq.). 

(c) Requirements 

(1) In general 

The portion of a State unified plan covering 
an activity or program described in subsection 
(b) of this section shall be subject to the re-
quirements, if any, applicable to a plan or ap-
plication for assistance under the Federal 
statute authorizing the activity or program. 

(2) Additional submission not required 

A State that submits a State unified plan 
covering an activity or program described in 
subsection (b) of this section that is approved 
under subsection (d) of this section shall not 
be required to submit any other plan or appli-
cation in order to receive Federal funds to 
carry out the activity or program. 

(3) Coordination 

A State unified plan shall include— 
(A) a description of the methods used for 

joint planning and coordination of the pro-
grams and activities included in the unified 
plan; and 

(B) an assurance that the methods in-
cluded an opportunity for the entities re-
sponsible for planning or administering such 
programs and activities to review and com-
ment on all portions of the unified plan. 

(d) Approval by appropriate Secretaries 

(1) Jurisdiction 

The appropriate Secretary shall have the au-
thority to approve the portion of the State 
unified plan relating to the activity or pro-
gram over which the appropriate Secretary ex-
ercises administrative authority. On the ap-
proval of the appropriate Secretary, the por-
tion of the plan relating to the activity or pro-
gram shall be implemented by the State pur-
suant to the applicable portion of the State 
unified plan. 

(2) Approval 

(A) In general 

A portion of the State unified plan cover-
ing an activity or program described in sub-
section (b) of this section that is submitted 
to the appropriate Secretary under this sec-
tion shall be considered to be approved by 
the appropriate Secretary at the end of the 
90-day period beginning on the day the ap-
propriate Secretary receives the portion, un-
less the appropriate Secretary makes a writ-
ten determination, during the 90-day period, 
that the portion is not consistent with the 
requirements of the Federal statute author-
izing the activity or program including the 
criteria for approval of a plan or application, 
if any, under such statute or the plan is not 
consistent with the requirements of sub-
section (c)(3) of this section. 

(B) Special rule 

In subparagraph (A), the term ‘‘criteria for 
approval of a State plan’’, relating to activi-
ties carried out under title I [29 U.S.C. 2801 
et seq.] or II [20 U.S.C. 9201 et seq.] or under 
the Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical 
Education Act of 2006 (20 U.S.C. 2301 et seq.), 
includes a requirement for agreement be-
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tween the State and the appropriate Sec-
retary regarding State performance meas-
ures, including levels of performance. 

(Pub. L. 105–220, title V, § 501, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 
Stat. 1242; Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(f) [title 
VIII, § 401(17)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681–337, 
2681–412; Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(7)–(9), Aug. 12, 
2006, 120 Stat. 748; Pub. L. 110–234, title IV, 
§ 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(R), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1096, 
1097; Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title IV, 
§ 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(R), June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 
1857, 1858.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education 
Act of 2006, referred to in subsecs. (b)(2)(A), (B) and 
(d)(2)(B), is Pub. L. 88–210, Dec. 18, 1963, 77 Stat. 403, as 
amended generally by Pub. L. 109–270, § 1(b), Aug. 12, 
2006, 120 Stat. 683, which is classified generally to chap-
ter 44 (§ 2301 et seq.) of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 2301 of this title and Tables. 

Title I, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(C), is title I of 
Pub. L. 105–220, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 939, which is clas-
sified principally to chapter 30 (§ 2801 et seq.) of Title 29, 
Labor. For complete classification of title I to the 
Code, see Tables. 

Title II, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(D), is title II of 
Pub. L. 105–220, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1059, known as the 
Adult Education and Family Literacy Act, which is 
classified principally to subchapter I (§ 9201 et seq.) of 
this chapter. For complete classification of title II to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
9201 of this title and Tables. 

The Trade Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(G), 
is Pub. L. 93–618, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 1978. Chapter 2 of 
title II of the Act is classified generally to part 2 (§ 2271 
et seq.) of subchapter II of chapter 12 of Title 19, Cus-
toms Duties. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see section 2101 of Title 19 and Tables. 

The Wagner-Peyser Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(H), is act June 6, 1933, ch. 49, 48 Stat. 113, which 
is classified generally to chapter 4B (§ 49 et seq.) of 
Title 29, Labor. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
49 of Title 29 and Tables. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(I), is Pub. L. 93–112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 357. 
Title I of the Act is classified generally to subchapter 
I (§ 720 et seq.) of chapter 16 of Title 29, Labor. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 701 of Title 29 and 
Tables. 

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(2)(L), is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620. Part 
A of title IV of the Act is classified generally to part 
A (§ 601 et seq.) of subchapter IV of chapter 7 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 
42 and Tables. 

The Older Americans Act of 1965, referred to in sub-
sec. (b)(2)(M), is Pub. L. 89–73, July 14, 1965, 79 Stat. 218. 
Title V of the Act, known as the ‘‘Older Americans 
Community Services Employment Act’’, is classified 
generally to subchapter IX (§ 3056 et seq.) of chapter 35 
of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 3001 of Title 42 and 
Tables. 

The Community Services Block Grant Act, referred 
to in subsec. (b)(2)(O), is subtitle B (§ 671 et seq.) of title 
VI of Pub. L. 97–35, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 511, which is 
classified generally to chapter 106 (§ 9901 et seq.) of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short title 
note set out under section 9901 of Title 42 and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 110–234 and Pub. L. 110–246 made identical 
amendments to this section. The amendments by Pub. 
L. 110–234 were repealed by section 4(a) of Pub. L. 
110–246. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 110–246, § 4002(b)(1)(B), 
(2)(R), substituted ‘‘Food and Nutrition Act of 2008’’ for 
‘‘Food Stamp Act of 1977’’ in subpars. (E) and (F). 

2006—Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(7)(B), 
substituted ‘‘Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006’’ for ‘‘Carl D. Perkins Vocational and 
Applied Technology Education Act’’. 

Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(7)(A), which directed the substi-
tution of ‘‘career and technical education programs at 
the secondary level’’ for ‘‘secondary vocational edu-
cation programs’’, was executed by making the substi-
tution for ‘‘Secondary vocational education programs’’ 
to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B). Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(8)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-
cation Act of 2006’’ for ‘‘Carl D. Perkins Vocational and 
Applied Technology Education Act’’. 

Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(8)(A), which directed the substi-
tution of ‘‘career and technical education programs at 
the postsecondary level’’ for ‘‘postsecondary vocational 
education programs’’, was executed by making the sub-
stitution for ‘‘Postsecondary vocational education pro-
grams’’ to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(B). Pub. L. 109–270, § 2(h)(9), substituted 
‘‘Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act 
of 2006’’ for ‘‘Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Applied 
Technology Education Act’’. 

1998—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–277 inserted at end 
‘‘For purposes of this paragraph, the activities and pro-
grams described in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of para-
graph (2) shall not be considered to be 2 or more activi-
ties or programs for purposes of the unified plan. Such 
activities or programs shall be considered to be 1 activ-
ity or program.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment of this section and repeal of Pub. L. 
110–234 by Pub. L. 110–246 effective May 22, 2008, the 
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110–234, except as other-
wise provided, see section 4 of Pub. L. 110–246, set out 
as an Effective Date note under section 8701 of Title 7, 
Agriculture. 

Amendment by section 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(R) of Pub. L. 
110–246 effective Oct. 1, 2008, see section 4407 of Pub. L. 
110–246, set out as a note under section 1161 of Title 2, 
The Congress. 

§ 9272. Definitions for indicators of performance 

(a) In general 

In order to ensure nationwide comparability of 
performance data, the Secretary of Labor and 
the Secretary of Education, after consultation 
with the representatives described in subsection 
(b) of this section, shall issue definitions for in-
dicators of performance and levels of perform-
ance established under titles I [29 U.S.C. 2801 et 
seq.] and II [20 U.S.C. 9201 et seq.]. 

(b) Representatives 

The representatives referred to in subsection 
(a) of this section are representatives of States 
(as defined in section 2801 of title 29) and politi-
cal subdivisions, business and industry, employ-
ees, eligible providers of employment and train-
ing activities (as defined in section 2801 of title 
29), educators, participants in activities carried 
out under this Act, State Directors of adult edu-
cation, providers of adult education, providers of 
literacy services, individuals with expertise in 
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