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(June 8, 1938, ch. 327, § 8, as added Apr. 29, 1942, 
ch. 263, § 1, 56 Stat. 257; amended Sept. 23, 1950, 
ch. 1024, title I, § 20(b), 64 Stat. 1005; June 27, 
1952, ch. 477, title IV, § 402(d), 66 Stat. 276; Aug. 
1, 1956, ch. 849, § 1, 70 Stat. 899; Pub. L. 89–486, § 7, 
July 4, 1966, 80 Stat. 248; Pub. L. 98–620, title IV, 
§ 402(26), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3359; Pub. L. 104–65, 
§ 9(8), Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 700; Pub. L. 104–208, 
div. C, title III, § 308(e)(19), Sept. 30, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3009–621.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Immigration and Nationality Act, referred to in 
subsec. (c), is act June 27, 1952, ch. 477, 66 Stat. 163, as 
amended. Chapter 4 of title II of the Act is classified 
generally to part IV (§ 1221 et seq.) of subchapter II of 
chapter 12 of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short 
Title note set out under section 1101 of Title 8 and 
Tables. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions on this subject were contained in section 
615 of this title prior to general amendment of act June 
8, 1938, by act Apr. 29, 1942. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–208 substituted ‘‘re-
moval pursuant to chapter 4 of title II of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act’’ for ‘‘deportation in the man-
ner provided by sections 1251 to 1253 of title 8’’. 

1995—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104–65, § 9(8)(A), struck 
out ‘‘or in any statement under section 614(a) of this 
title concerning the distribution of political propa-
ganda’’ after ‘‘or supplement thereto’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104–65, § 9(8)(B), struck out subsec. 
(d) which read as follows: ‘‘The United States Postal 
Service may declare to be nonmailable any commu-
nication or expression falling within clause (2) of sec-
tion 611(j) of this title in the form of prints or in any 
other form reasonably adapted to, or reasonably ap-
pearing to be intended for, dissemination or circulation 
among two or more persons, which is offered or caused 
to be offered for transmittal in the United States mails 
to any person or persons in any other American repub-
lic by any agent of a foreign principal, if the United 
States Postal Service is informed in writing by the 
Secretary of State that the duly accredited diplomatic 
representative of such American republic has made 
written representation to the Department of State that 
the admission or circulation of such communication or 
expression in such American republic is prohibited by 
the laws thereof and has requested in writing that its 
transmittal thereto be stopped.’’ 

1984—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 98–620 struck out provision 
that the proceedings shall be made a preferred cause 
and expedited in every way. 

1966—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 89–486, § 7(1), inserted ex-
ception provision. 

Subsecs. (f) to (h). Pub. L. 89–486, § 7(2), added subsecs. 
(f) to (h). 

1956—Act Aug. 1, 1956, amended credit to section by 
redesignating section 20(b) of act Sept. 23, 1950, as sec-
tion 20. 

1952—Subsec. (c). Act June 27, 1952, substituted ‘‘sec-
tions 1251 to 1253 of title 8’’ for ‘‘sections 155 and 156 of 
title 8’’. 

1950—Subsec. (e). Act Sept. 23, 1950, added subsec. (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–208 effective, with certain 
transitional provisions, on the first day of the first 
month beginning more than 180 days after Sept. 30, 
1996, see section 309 of Pub. L. 104–208, set out as a note 
under section 1101 of Title 8, Aliens and Nationality. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–65 effective Jan. 1, 1996, 
except as otherwise provided, see section 24 of Pub. L. 

104–65, set out as an Effective Date note under section 
1601 of Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–620 not applicable to cases 
pending on Nov. 8, 1984, see section 403 of Pub. L. 98–620, 
set out as an Effective Date note under section 1657 of 
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 89–486 effective ninety days 
after July 4, 1966, see section 9 of Pub. L. 89–486, set out 
as a note under section 611 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the sixtieth day after Apr. 29, 
1942, except that prior to such sixtieth day the Attor-
ney General may make, prescribe, amend, and rescind 
such rules, regulations, and forms as may be necessary 
to carry out act Apr. 29, 1942, see section 3 of act Apr. 
29, 1942, set out as an Effective Date of 1942 Amendment 
note under section 611 of this title. 

§ 619. Territorial applicability of subchapter 

This subchapter shall be applicable in the sev-
eral States, the District of Columbia, the Terri-
tories, the Canal Zone, the insular possessions, 
and all other places now or hereafter subject to 
the civil or military jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

(June 8, 1938, ch. 327, § 9, as added Apr. 29, 1942, 
ch. 263, § 1, 56 Stat. 257; amended Proc. No. 2695, 
July 4, 1946, 11 F.R. 7517, 60 Stat. 1352.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of Canal Zone, referred to in text, see 
section 3602(b) of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Words ‘‘including the Philippine Islands,’’ omitted 
from section pursuant to Proc. No. 2695, which granted 
independence to the Philippine Islands under the au-
thority of section 1394 of this title, under which section 
Proc. No. 2695 is set out as a note. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the sixtieth day after Apr. 29, 
1942, except that prior to such sixtieth day the Attor-
ney General may make, prescribe, amend, and rescind 
such rules, regulations, and forms as may be necessary 
to carry out act Apr. 29, 1942, see section 3 of act Apr. 
29, 1942, set out as an Effective Date of 1942 Amendment 
note under section 611 of this title. 

§ 620. Rules and regulations 

The Attorney General may at any time make, 
prescribe, amend, and rescind such rules, regula-
tions, and forms as he may deem necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this subchapter. 

(June 8, 1938, ch. 327, § 10, as added Apr. 29, 1942, 
ch. 263, § 1, 56 Stat. 257.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions on this subject were contained in section 
616 of this title prior to general amendment of act June 
8, 1938, by act Apr. 29, 1942. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the sixtieth day after Apr. 29, 
1942, except that prior to such sixtieth day the Attor-
ney General may make, prescribe, amend, and rescind 
such rules, regulations, and forms as may be necessary 
to carry out act Apr. 29, 1942, see section 3 of act Apr. 
29, 1942, set out as an Effective Date of 1942 Amendment 
note under section 611 of this title. 
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§ 621. Reports to Congress 

The Attorney General shall every six months 
report to the Congress concerning administra-
tion of this subchapter, including registrations 
filed pursuant to the subchapter, and the nature, 
sources and content of political propaganda dis-
seminated and distributed. 

(June 8, 1938, ch. 327, § 11, as added Apr. 29, 1942, 
ch. 263, § 1, 56 Stat. 258; amended Pub. L. 104–65, 
§ 19, Dec. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 704.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Pub. L. 104–65 added text and struck out former 
text which read as follows: ‘‘The Attorney General 
shall, from time to time, make a report to the Congress 
concerning the administration of this subchapter, in-
cluding the nature, sources, and content of political 
propaganda disseminated or distributed.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 104–65 effective Jan. 1, 1996, 
see section 24 of Pub. L. 104–65, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 1601 of Title 2, The Congress. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on the sixtieth day after Apr. 29, 
1942, except that prior to such sixtieth day the Attor-
ney General may make, prescribe, amend, and rescind 
such rules, regulations, and forms as may be necessary 
to carry out act Apr. 29, 1942, see section 3 of act Apr. 
29, 1942, set out as an Effective Date of 1942 Amendment 
note under section 611 of this title. 

CHAPTER 12—CLAIMS COMMISSIONS 

§§ 661 to 672. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 661 to 672, which established the American 
Mexican Claims Commission in 1942 for the settlement 
of certain claims, expired pursuant to the provisions of 
section 661(d), which provided that the authority of the 
Commission shall terminate at the expiration of four 
years after the date on which a majority of its mem-
bers first appointed took office. 

Section 661, acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 2, 56 Stat. 1058; 
Apr. 3, 1945, ch. 52, § 5, 59 Stat. 50; Oct. 28, 1949, ch. 782, 
title XI, § 1106(a), 63 Stat. 972, established American 
Mexican Claims Commission, prescribed its composi-
tion, provided for compensation of its members, and 
specified its termination date. Acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 
766, § 2, 56 Stat. 1058; Apr. 3, 1945, ch. 52, § 5, 59 Stat. 50, 
were subsequently repealed by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), 
Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 651, 652. 

Section 662, acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 3, 56 Stat. 1058; 
Mar. 28, 1947, ch. 23, 61 Stat. 24, related to jurisdiction 
of Commission and to presentation of claims. 

Section 663, acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 4, 56 Stat. 1059; 
Apr. 3, 1945, ch. 52, §§ 4, 7, 59 Stat. 49, 50, related to au-
thority of Commission to examine and render final de-
cisions in those cases where claims were appraised by 
prior commissions. 

Section 664, acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 5, 56 Stat. 1060; 
Apr. 3, 1945, ch. 52, §§ 1, 2, 59 Stat. 49, related to deter-
mination of claims. 

Section 665, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 6, 56 Stat. 1061, 
related to determinations made by prior commissions, 
and to certification by the Secretary of State. 

Section 666, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 7, 56 Stat. 1061, 
provided for conversion of appraisals from Mexican to 
American currency, and for interest on award or ap-
praisal. 

Section 667, acts Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 8, 56 Stat. 1061; 
Apr. 3, 1945, ch. 52, §§ 3, 6, 59 Stat. 49, 50, created Mexi-
can Claims Fund, provided for appropriations to Fund, 
and for manner of payments from such Fund. 

Section 668, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 9, 56 Stat. 1062, 
provided for payment of awards. 

Section 669, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 10, 56 Stat. 1062, 
authorized appropriations for Commission to carry out 
its functions, and provided for deductions from award 
or appraisal as reimbursement for expenses incurred by 
United States. 

Section 670, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 11(a), 56 Stat. 
1063, related to distribution of awards by Special Mexi-
can Claims Commission pursuant to Convention signed 
Apr. 24, 1943. 

Section 671, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 12, 56 Stat. 1063, 
related to claims based on international arbitral 
awards prior to Convention of 1923. 

Section 672, act Dec. 18, 1942, ch. 766, § 13, 56 Stat. 1063, 
defined terms used in sections 661 to 671 of this title. 

CHAPTER 13—SERVICE COURTS OF 
FRIENDLY FOREIGN FORCES 

Sec. 

701. Definitions. 
702. Arrest of offenders. 
703. Attendance of witnesses. 
704. Immunities of courts and witnesses. 
705. Imprisonment. 
706. Operative effect dependent upon Presidential 

finding. 

§ 701. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context 
clearly requires a different meaning— 

(a) ‘‘Friendly foreign force’’ means any mili-
tary, naval, or air force of any friendly foreign 
state with respect to which this chapter is oper-
ative by virtue of a Presidential declaration as 
provided in section 706 of this title. 

(b) ‘‘Service court’’ means any military, naval, 
or air force court, or court martial or similar 
tribunal of any friendly foreign force within the 
United States. 

(c) ‘‘United States’’ means the United States, 
its Territories, its insular possessions, the Canal 
Zone, and any other place subject to the juris-
diction of the United States. 

(June 30, 1944, ch. 326, § 1, 58 Stat. 643; Proc. No. 
2695, July 4, 1946, 11 F.R. 7517, 60 Stat. 1352.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For definition of Canal Zone, referred to in subsec. 
(c), see section 3602(b) of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

The phrase ‘‘(including the Philippine Islands)’’ omit-
ted from the definition of the term ‘‘United States’’ in 
subsection (b), pursuant to 1946 Proc. No. 2695, which 
granted independence to the Philippine Islands under 
the authority of section 1394 of this title, under which 
section Proc. No. 2695 is set out as a note. 

§ 702. Arrest of offenders 

Upon a specific or general request of the offi-
cer commanding any friendly foreign force, hav-
ing service courts of appropriate jurisdiction 
within the United States, it shall be lawful for 
any person in the civil, military, or naval estab-
lishments of the United States having authority 
to arrest, summarily to arrest any member of 
such force designated in such request and to de-
liver him to the custody of any officer of such 
force or to the custody of the military or naval 
authorities of the United States who shall de-
liver him forthwith to the custody of an officer 
of such force, for trial in such service courts 
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