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1717; Pub. L. 104–106, div. C, title XXXV, § 3529(6), 
Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 642; Pub. L. 105–85, div. C, 
title XXXV, § 3543(b), Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 2072; 
Pub. L. 105–261, div. C, title XXXV, §§ 3509(a)(3), 
3512(a)(5), Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2270, 2271.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–261 substituted ‘‘Subject to section 
3779(b) of this title, a claimant’’ for ‘‘A claimant’’ in 
first sentence and ‘‘by May 17, 1998’’ for ‘‘November 18, 
1997’’. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–85 substituted ‘‘180 days’’ for ‘‘one 
year’’ and ‘‘claim or November 18, 1997,’’ for ‘‘claim, or 
within one year after December 23, 1985,’’. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–106 struck out ‘‘appropriated or’’ 
after ‘‘out of money’’ in third sentence. 

1985—Pub. L. 99–209 substituted ‘‘section 3771(a) or 
3772 of this title’’ for ‘‘section 3771 of this title’’, sub-
stituted ‘‘may be paid only out out money’’ for ‘‘shall 
be paid out of any moneys’’, and inserted provisions 
that any action on a claim under this section shall be 
barred unless the action is brought within one year 
after the date on which the Commission mails to the 
claimant written notification of the Commission’s final 
determination with respect to the claim, or within one 
year after Dec. 23, 1985, whichever is later, and that at-
torneys appointed by the Commission shall represent 
the Commission in any action arising under this sub-
part. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1985 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–209 applicable to any claim 
arising on or after Oct. 1, 1979, see section 7(a) of Pub. 
L. 99–209, set out as a note under section 3771 of this 
title. 

§ 3777. Investigation of accident or injury giving 
rise to claim 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
claim may not be considered under this subpart, 
or an action for damages lie thereon, unless, 
prior to the departure from the Panama Canal of 
the vessel involved— 

(1) an investigation of the accident or injury 
giving rise to the claim has been completed, 
which shall include a hearing by the Board of 
Local Inspectors of the Commission; and 

(2) the basis for the claim has been laid be-
fore the Commission. 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1417, Sept. 27, 1979, 93 
Stat. 487; Pub. L. 104–201, div. C, title XXXV, 
§ 3544, Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2867.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Par. (1). Pub. L. 104–201 amended par. (1) gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as follows: ‘‘an 
investigation by the competent authorities of the acci-
dent or injury giving rise to the claim has been com-
pleted; and’’. 

§ 3778. Board of local inspectors 

(a) The President shall provide for the estab-
lishment of a Board of Local Inspectors of the 
Panama Canal Commission which shall perform, 
in accordance with regulations prescribed by the 
President— 

(1) the investigations required by section 
3777 of this title; and 

(2) such other duties with respect to marine 
matters as may be assigned by the President. 

(b) In conducting any investigation pursuant 
to subsection (a) of this section, the Board of 
Local Inspectors established pursuant to such 

subsection may summon witnesses, administer 
oaths, and require the production of books and 
papers necessary for such investigation. 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1418, Sept. 27, 1979, 93 
Stat. 487.) 

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions vested in President by this section dele-
gated to Secretary of Defense, see section 1–303 of Ex. 
Ord. No. 12215, May 27, 1980, 45 F.R. 36044, set out as a 
note under section 3601 of this title. 

§ 3779. Insurance 

(a) The Commission is authorized to purchase 
insurance to protect the Commission against 
major and unpredictable revenue losses or ex-
penses arising from catastrophic marine acci-
dents or other unpredictable events. 

(b)(1) The Commission may by regulation re-
quire as a condition of transit through the Pan-
ama Canal or presence in the Panama Canal or 
waters adjacent thereto that any potential 
claimant under section 3771 or 3772 of this title 
be covered by insurance against the types of in-
juries described in those sections. The amount 
of insurance so required shall be specified in 
those regulations, but may not exceed $1,000,000. 

(2) In a claim under section 3771 or 3772 of this 
title for which the Commission has required in-
surance under this subsection, the Commission’s 
liability shall be limited to the amount of dam-
ages in excess of the amount of insurance re-
quired by the Commission. 

(3) In regulations under this subsection, the 
Commission may prohibit consideration or pay-
ment by it of claims presented by or on behalf of 
an insurer or subrogee of a claimant in a case 
for which the Commission has required insur-
ance under this subsection. 

(Pub. L. 96–70, title I, § 1419, as added Pub. L. 
99–209, § 6(a), Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1717; amended 
Pub. L. 100–203, title V, § 5414, Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1330–270; Pub. L. 105–261, div. C, title 
XXXV, § 3509(b), Oct. 17, 1998, 112 Stat. 2270.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–261 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1987—Pub. L. 100–203 inserted ‘‘or other unpredictable 
events’’ after ‘‘marine accidents’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable to any claim arising on or after 
Dec. 23, 1985, see section 7(b)(1) of Pub. L. 99–209, set out 
as an Effective Date of 1985 Amendment note under sec-
tion 3771 of this title. 

PART 5—PUBLIC PROPERTY 

§ 3781. Assets and liabilities of Panama Canal 
Company 

All property and other assets of the Panama 
Canal Company shall revert to the United 
States on October 1, 1979, and, except as other-
wise provided by law, the United States shall as-
sume the liabilities, including contractual obli-
gations, of the Panama Canal Company then 
outstanding. The Commission may use such 
property, facilities, and records of the Panama 
Canal Company as are necessary to carry out its 
functions. 
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