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SUBCHAPTER I—FINDINGS AND PROGRAM 
AUTHORITY 

§ 5901. Demilitarization of independent states of 
former Soviet Union 

The Congress finds that it is in the national 
security interest of the United States— 

(1) to facilitate, on a priority basis— 
(A) the transportation, storage, safeguard-

ing, and destruction of nuclear and other 
weapons of the independent states of the 
former Soviet Union, including the safe and 
secure storage of fissile materials, dis-
mantlement of missiles and launchers, and 
the elimination of chemical and biological 
weapons capabilities; 

(B) the prevention of proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction and their compo-
nents and destabilizing conventional weap-
ons of the independent states of the former 
Soviet Union, and the establishment of veri-
fiable safeguards against the proliferation of 
such weapons; 

(C) the prevention of diversion of weapons- 
related scientific expertise of the former So-
viet Union to terrorist groups or third coun-
tries; and 

(D) other efforts designed to reduce the 
military threat from the former Soviet 
Union; 

(2) to support the demilitarization of the 
massive defense-related industry and equip-
ment of the independent states of the former 
Soviet Union and conversion of such industry 
and equipment to civilian purposes and uses; 
and 

(3) to expand military-to-military contacts 
between the United States and the independ-
ent states of the former Soviet Union. 

(Pub. L. 102–484, div. A, title XIV, § 1411, Oct. 23, 
1992, 106 Stat. 2563.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1401 of title XIV of div. A of Pub. L. 102–484 
provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter and 
amending provisions set out as a note under section 
2551 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Former Soviet 
Union Demilitarization Act of 1992’.’’ 

POLICY ON REDUCTION OF RUSSIAN NUCLEAR FORCES 

Pub. L. 106–38, § 3, July 22, 1999, 113 Stat. 205, provided 
that: ‘‘It is the policy of the United States to seek con-

tinued negotiated reductions in Russian nuclear 
forces.’’ 

NUCLEAR WEAPONS REDUCTION 

Section 1321 of Pub. L. 102–484 provided that: 
‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress makes the following 

findings: 
‘‘(1) On February 1, 1992, the President of the United 

States and the President of the Russian Federation 
agreed in a Joint Statement that ‘Russia and the 
United States do not regard each other as potential 
adversaries’ and stated further that, ‘We will work to 
remove any remnants of cold war hostility, including 
taking steps to reduce our strategic arsenals’. 

‘‘(2) In the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, in exchange for the non-nuclear-weap-
on states agreeing not to seek a nuclear weapons ca-
pability nor to assist other non-nuclear-weapon 
states in doing so, the United States agreed to seek 
the complete elimination of all nuclear weapons 
worldwide, as declared in the preamble to the Treaty, 
which states that it is a goal of the parties to the 
Treaty to ‘facilitate the cessation of the manufacture 
of nuclear weapons, the liquidation of all their exist-
ing stockpiles, and the elimination from national ar-
senals of nuclear weapons and the means of their de-
livery’ as well as in Article VI of the Treaty, which 
states that ‘each of the parties to the Treaty under-
takes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effec-
tive measures relating to the cessation of the nuclear 
arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarma-
ment’. 

‘‘(3) Carrying out a policy of seeking further signifi-
cant and continuous reductions in the nuclear arse-
nals of all countries, besides reducing the likelihood 
of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and increasing 
the likelihood of a successful extension and possible 
strengthening of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation 
of Nuclear Weapons in 1995, when the Treaty is sched-
uled for review and possible extension, has additional 
benefits to the national security of the United States, 
including— 

‘‘(A) a reduced risk of accidental enablement and 
launch of a nuclear weapon, and 

‘‘(B) a defense cost savings which could be reallo-
cated for deficit reduction or other important na-
tional needs. 
‘‘(4) The Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START) 

Treaty and the agreement by the President of the 
United States and the President of the Russian Fed-
eration on June 17, 1992, to reduce the strategic nu-
clear arsenals of each country to a level between 3,000 
and 3,500 weapons are commendable intermediate 
stages in the process of achieving the policy goals de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2). 

‘‘(5) The current international era of cooperation 
provides greater opportunities for achieving world-
wide reduction and control of nuclear weapons and 
material than any time since the emergence of nu-
clear weapons 50 years ago. 

‘‘(6) It is in the security interests of both the 
United States and the world community for the 
President and the Congress to begin the process of re-
ducing the number of nuclear weapons in every coun-
try through multilateral agreements and other ap-
propriate means. 

‘‘(7) In a 1991 study, a committee of the National 
Academy of Sciences concluded that: ‘The appro-
priate new levels of nuclear weapons cannot be speci-
fied at this time, but it seems reasonable to the com-
mittee that U.S. strategic forces could in time be re-
duced to 1,000–2,000 nuclear warheads, provided that 
such a multilateral agreement included appropriate 
levels and verification measures for the other nations 
that possess nuclear weapons. This step would require 
successful implementation of our proposed post- 
START U.S.-Soviet reductions, related confidence- 
building measures in all the countries involved, and 
multilateral security cooperation in areas such as 
conventional force deployments and planning.’. 
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