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(13) Violations of religious freedom 

The term ‘‘violations of religious freedom’’ 
means violations of the internationally recog-
nized right to freedom of religion and religious 
belief and practice, as set forth in the inter-
national instruments referred to in section 
6401(a)(2) of this title and as described in sec-
tion 6401(a)(3) of this title, including viola-
tions such as— 

(A) arbitrary prohibitions on, restrictions 
of, or punishment for— 

(i) assembling for peaceful religious ac-
tivities such as worship, preaching, and 
prayer, including arbitrary registration re-
quirements; 

(ii) speaking freely about one’s religious 
beliefs; 

(iii) changing one’s religious beliefs and 
affiliation; 

(iv) possession and distribution of reli-
gious literature, including Bibles; or 

(v) raising one’s children in the religious 
teachings and practices of one’s choice; or 

(B) any of the following acts if committed 
on account of an individual’s religious belief 
or practice: detention, interrogation, impo-
sition of an onerous financial penalty, forced 
labor, forced mass resettlement, imprison-
ment, forced religious conversion, beating, 
torture, mutilation, rape, enslavement, mur-
der, and execution. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, § 3, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 2790.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 105–292, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2787, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code, 
see Short Title note set out under section 6401 of this 
title and Tables. 

Section 402(i) of title 50, referred to in par. (12), was 
redesignated section 402(k) by Pub. L. 110–53, title 
XVIII, § 1841(g)(1), Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 500. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on International Relations of House of 
Representatives changed to Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of House of Representatives by House Resolution 
No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

Committee on Banking and Financial Services of 
House of Representatives abolished and replaced by 
Committee on Financial Services of House of Rep-
resentatives, and jurisdiction over matters relating to 
securities and exchanges and insurance generally trans-
ferred from Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, 
One Hundred Seventh Congress, Jan. 3, 2001. 

SUBCHAPTER I—DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ACTIVITIES 

§ 6411. Office on International Religious Free-
dom; Ambassador at Large for International 
Religious Freedom 

(a) Establishment of Office 

There is established within the Department of 
State an Office on International Religious Free-
dom that shall be headed by the Ambassador at 
Large for International Religious Freedom ap-
pointed under subsection (b) of this section. 

(b) Appointment 

The Ambassador at Large shall be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

(c) Duties 

The Ambassador at Large shall have the fol-
lowing responsibilities: 

(1) In general 

The primary responsibility of the Ambas-
sador at Large shall be to advance the right to 
freedom of religion abroad, to denounce the 
violation of that right, and to recommend ap-
propriate responses by the United States Gov-
ernment when this right is violated. 

(2) Advisory role 

The Ambassador at Large shall be a prin-
cipal adviser to the President and the Sec-
retary of State regarding matters affecting re-
ligious freedom abroad and, with advice from 
the Commission on International Religious 
Freedom, shall make recommendations re-
garding— 

(A) the policies of the United States Gov-
ernment toward governments that violate 
freedom of religion or that fail to ensure the 
individual’s right to religious belief and 
practice; and 

(B) policies to advance the right to reli-
gious freedom abroad. 

(3) Diplomatic representation 

Subject to the direction of the President and 
the Secretary of State, the Ambassador at 
Large is authorized to represent the United 
States in matters and cases relevant to reli-
gious freedom abroad in— 

(A) contacts with foreign governments, 
intergovernmental organizations, and spe-
cialized agencies of the United Nations, the 
Organization on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, and other international organiza-
tions of which the United States is a mem-
ber; and 

(B) multilateral conferences and meetings 
relevant to religious freedom abroad. 

(4) Reporting responsibilities 

The Ambassador at Large shall have the re-
porting responsibilities described in section 
6412 of this title. 

(d) Funding 

The Secretary of State shall provide the Am-
bassador at Large with such funds as may be 
necessary for the hiring of staff for the Office, 
for the conduct of investigations by the Office, 
and for necessary travel to carry out the provi-
sions of this section. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, title I, § 101, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2791.) 

§ 6412. Reports 

(a) Portions of annual Human Rights Reports 

The Ambassador at Large shall assist the Sec-
retary of State in preparing those portions of 
the Human Rights Reports that relate to free-
dom of religion and freedom from discrimina-
tion based on religion and those portions of 
other information provided Congress under sec-
tions 2151n and 2304 of this title that relate to 
the right to freedom of religion. 
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(b) Annual Report on International Religious 
Freedom 

(1) Deadline for submission 

On September 1 of each year or the first day 
thereafter on which the appropriate House of 
Congress is in session, the Secretary of State, 
with the assistance of the Ambassador at 
Large, and taking into consideration the rec-
ommendations of the Commission, shall pre-
pare and transmit to Congress an Annual Re-
port on International Religious Freedom sup-
plementing the most recent Human Rights Re-
ports by providing additional detailed infor-
mation with respect to matters involving 
international religious freedom. Each Annual 
Report shall contain the following: 

(A) Status of religious freedom 

A description of the status of religious 
freedom in each foreign country, including— 

(i) trends toward improvement in the re-
spect and protection of the right to reli-
gious freedom and trends toward deterio-
ration of such right; 

(ii) violations of religious freedom en-
gaged in or tolerated by the government of 
that country; 

(iii) particularly severe violations of re-
ligious freedom engaged in or tolerated by 
the government of that country; and 

(iv) wherever applicable, an assessment 
and description of the nature and extent of 
acts of anti-Semitism and anti-Semitic in-
citement that occur in that country dur-
ing the preceding year, including— 

(I) acts of physical violence against, or 
harassment of, Jewish people, acts of 
violence against, or vandalism of, Jewish 
community institutions, and instances 
of propaganda in government and non-
government media that incite such acts; 
and 

(II) the actions taken by the govern-
ment of that country to respond to such 
violence and attacks or to eliminate 
such propaganda or incitement, to enact 
and enforce laws relating to the protec-
tion of the right to religious freedom of 
Jewish people, and to promote anti-bias 
and tolerance education. 

(B) Violations of religious freedom 

An assessment and description of the na-
ture and extent of violations of religious 
freedom in each foreign country, including 
persecution of one religious group by an-
other religious group, religious persecution 
by governmental and nongovernmental enti-
ties, persecution targeted at individuals or 
particular denominations or entire religions, 
the existence of government policies violat-
ing religious freedom, including policies that 
discriminate against particular religious 
groups or members of such groups, and the 
existence of government policies concern-
ing— 

(i) limitations or prohibitions on, or lack 
of availability of, openly conducted, orga-
nized religious services outside of the 
premises of foreign diplomatic missions or 
consular posts; and 

(ii) the forced religious conversion of 
minor United States citizens who have 
been abducted or illegally removed from 
the United States, and the refusal to allow 
such citizens to be returned to the United 
States. 

(C) United States policies 

A description of United States actions and 
policies in support of religious freedom in 
each foreign country engaging in or tolerat-
ing violations of religious freedom, including 
a description of the measures and policies 
implemented during the preceding 12 months 
by the United States under titles I, IV, and 
V of this Act in opposition to violations of 
religious freedom and in support of inter-
national religious freedom. 

(D) International agreements in effect 

A description of any binding agreement 
with a foreign government entered into by 
the United States under section 6441(b) or 
6442(c) of this title. 

(E) Training and guidelines of Government 
personnel 

A description of— 
(i) the training described in section 

6472(a) and (b) of this title and section 
6473(b) and (c) of this title on violations of 
religious freedom provided to immigration 
judges and consular, refugee, immigration, 
and asylum officers; and 

(ii) the development and implementation 
of the guidelines described in sections 
6472(c) and 6473(a) of this title. 

(F) Executive Summary 

An Executive Summary to the Annual Re-
port highlighting the status of religious 
freedom in certain foreign countries and in-
cluding the following: 

(i) Countries in which the United States is 
actively promoting religious freedom 

An identification of foreign countries in 
which the United States is actively pro-
moting religious freedom. This section of 
the report shall include a description of 
United States actions taken to promote 
the internationally recognized right to 
freedom of religion and oppose violations 
of such right under title IV and title V of 
this Act during the period covered by the 
Annual Report. Any country designated as 
a country of particular concern for reli-
gious freedom under section 6442(b)(1) of 
this title shall be included in this section 
of the report. 

(ii) Countries of significant improvement 
in religious freedom 

An identification of foreign countries 
the governments of which have dem-
onstrated significant improvement in the 
protection and promotion of the inter-
nationally recognized right to freedom of 
religion during the period covered by the 
Annual Report. This section of the report 
shall include a description of the nature of 
the improvement and an analysis of the 
factors contributing to such improvement, 
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including actions taken by the United 
States under this chapter. 

(2) Classified addendum 

If the Secretary of State determines that it 
is in the national security interests of the 
United States or is necessary for the safety of 
individuals to be identified in the Annual Re-
port or is necessary to further the purposes of 
this chapter, any information required by 
paragraph (1), including measures or actions 
taken by the United States, may be summa-
rized in the Annual Report or the Executive 
Summary and submitted in more detail in a 
classified addendum to the Annual Report or 
the Executive Summary. 

(c) Preparation of reports regarding violations of 
religious freedom 

(1) Standards and investigations 

The Secretary of State shall ensure that 
United States missions abroad maintain a con-
sistent reporting standard and thoroughly in-
vestigate reports of violations of the inter-
nationally recognized right to freedom of reli-
gion. 

(2) Contacts with nongovernmental organiza-
tions 

In compiling data and assessing the respect 
of the right to religious freedom for the 
Human Rights Reports, the Annual Report on 
International Religious Freedom, and the Ex-
ecutive Summary, United States mission per-
sonnel shall, as appropriate, seek out and 
maintain contacts with religious and human 
rights nongovernmental organizations, with 
the consent of those organizations, including 
receiving reports and updates from such orga-
nizations and, when appropriate, investigating 
such reports. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, title I, § 102, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2792; Pub. L. 107–228, div. A, title VI, 
§ 681(a), Sept. 30, 2002, 116 Stat. 1408; Pub. L. 
108–332, § 6(b), Oct. 16, 2004, 118 Stat. 1285.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Titles I, IV, and V of this Act, referred to in subsec. 
(b)(1)(C), (F)(i), are titles I, IV, and V of Pub. L. 105–292, 
Oct. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 2791, 2800, 2811. Titles I and IV are 
classified principally to this subchapter (§ 6411 et seq.) 
and subchapter III (§ 6441 et seq.) of this chapter, re-
spectively. Title V amended sections 2151n, 2452, 3965, 
4013, and 6202 of this title and enacted provisions set 
out as a note under section 2151n of this title. For com-
plete classification of titles I, IV, and V to the Code, 
see Tables. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b)(1)(F)(ii), (2), 
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 105–292, 
Oct. 27, 1998, 112 Stat. 2787, which is classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of 
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under 
section 6401 of this title and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 102 of Pub. L. 105–292. 
Subsec. (d) of section 102 of Pub. L. 105–292 amended 
sections 2151n and 2304 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b)(1)(A)(iv). Pub. L. 108–332 added cl. 
(iv). 

2002—Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 107–228 inserted ‘‘in-
cluding policies that discriminate against particular 

religious groups or members of such groups,’’ after ‘‘the 
existence of government policies violating religious 
freedom,’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 108–332 applicable beginning 
with the first report under sections 2151n(d), 2304(b), 
and 6412(b) of this title submitted more than 180 days 
after Oct. 16, 2004, see section 6(c) of Pub. L. 108–332, set 
out as a note under section 2151n of this title. 

ABOLITION OF IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
SERVICE AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For abolition of Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, transfer of functions, and treatment of related 
references, see note set out under section 1551 of Title 
8, Aliens and Nationality. 

§ 6413. Establishment of religious freedom Inter-
net site 

In order to facilitate access by nongovern-
mental organizations (NGOs) and by the public 
around the world to international documents on 
the protection of religious freedom, the Sec-
retary of State, with the assistance of the Am-
bassador at Large, shall establish and maintain 
an Internet site containing major international 
documents relating to religious freedom, the 
Annual Report, the Executive Summary, and 
any other documentation or references to other 
sites as deemed appropriate or relevant by the 
Ambassador at Large. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, title I, § 103, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2795.) 

§ 6414. High-level contacts with nongovernmental 
organizations 

United States chiefs of mission shall seek out 
and contact religious nongovernmental organi-
zations to provide high-level meetings with reli-
gious nongovernmental organizations where ap-
propriate and beneficial. United States chiefs of 
mission and Foreign Service officers abroad 
shall seek to meet with imprisoned religious 
leaders where appropriate and beneficial. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, title I, § 105, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2795.) 

§ 6415. Programs and allocations of funds by 
United States missions abroad 

It is the sense of the Congress that— 
(1) United States diplomatic missions in 

countries the governments of which engage in 
or tolerate violations of the internationally 
recognized right to freedom of religion should 
develop, as part of annual program planning, a 
strategy to promote respect for the inter-
nationally recognized right to freedom of reli-
gion; and 

(2) in allocating or recommending the allo-
cation of funds or the recommendation of can-
didates for programs and grants funded by the 
United States Government, United States dip-
lomatic missions should give particular con-
sideration to those programs and candidates 
deemed to assist in the promotion of the right 
to religious freedom. 

(Pub. L. 105–292, title I, § 106, Oct. 27, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2796.) 
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