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date of enactment of this Act [Aug. 10, 2005], the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall 
issue guidelines to the States specifying the types and 
formats of data that States should collect relating to 
drivers who are arrested or convicted for violation of 
laws prohibiting the impaired operation of motor vehi-
cles.’’ 

Pub. L. 100–690, title IX, § 9002(c), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 
Stat. 4525, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall issue and publish in the Federal Register 
proposed regulations to implement section 410 of title 
23, United States Code, not later than 6 months after 
the date of the enactment of this section [Nov. 18, 1988]. 
The final regulations for such implementation shall be 
issued, published in the Federal Register, and transmit-
ted to Congress not later than 12 months after such 
date of enactment.’’ 

EFFECTIVENESS OF LAWS ESTABLISHING MAXIMUM 
BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATIONS 

Pub. L. 105–178, title II, § 2008, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
337, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General shall conduct 
a study to evaluate the effectiveness of State laws 
that— 

‘‘(1) deem any individual with a blood alcohol con-
centration of 0.08 percent or greater while operating 
a motor vehicle to be driving while intoxicated; and 

‘‘(2) deem any individual under the age of 21 with a 
blood alcohol concentration of 0.02 percent or greater 
while operating a motor vehicle to be driving while 
intoxicated; 

in reducing the number and severity of alcohol-in-
volved crashes. 

‘‘(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998], the Comptroller 
General shall transmit to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report containing the 
results of the study conducted under this section.’’ 

EFFECTIVENESS OF DRUNK DRIVING LAWS 

Pub. L. 104–59, title III, § 358(d), Nov. 28, 1995, 109 Stat. 
626, provided that: ‘‘The Secretary shall conduct a 
study to evaluate the effectiveness on reducing drunk 
driving and appropriateness of laws enacted in the 
States which allow a health care provider who treats 
an individual involved in a vehicular accident to report 
the blood alcohol level, if known, of such individual to 
the local law enforcement agency which has jurisdic-
tion over the accident site if the blood alcohol con-
centration level exceeds the maximum level permitted 
under State law.’’ 

STATES ELIGIBLE FOR GRANTS BEFORE DECEMBER 18, 
1991 

Section 2004(b) of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: ‘‘A 
State which, before the date of the enactment of this 
Act [Dec. 18, 1991], was eligible to receive a grant under 
section 410 of title 23, United States Code, as in effect 
on the day before such date of enactment, may elect to 
receive in a fiscal year grants under such section 410, as 
so in effect, in lieu of receiving in such fiscal year 
grants under such section 410, as amended by this Act.’’ 

ALCOHOL IMPAIRMENT STANDARDS AND INFORMATION 
EXCHANGE 

Section 9003 of Pub. L. 100–690 provided that: 
‘‘(a) ALCOHOL IMPAIRMENT STANDARDS.— 

‘‘(1) STUDY.—Not later than 30 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act [Nov. 18, 1988], the Secretary of 
Transportation shall undertake to enter into appro-
priate arrangements with the National Academy of 
Sciences to conduct a study to determine the blood 
alcohol concentration level at or above which any in-
dividual when operating any motor vehicle should be 
deemed to be driving while under the influence of al-
cohol. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—In entering into any arrangement 
with the National Academy of Sciences for conduct-
ing the study under this subsection, the Secretary 
shall request the National Academy of Sciences to 
submit, not later than 15 months after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, to the Secretary a report on 
the results of such study. Upon its receipt, the Sec-
retary shall immediately transmit the report to Con-
gress. 
‘‘(b) FEDERAL-STATE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(1) STUDY.—The Secretary of Transportation shall 
conduct a study regarding the exchange of informa-
tion between the Federal Government and State law 
enforcement officials on all arrests for drunk driving 
offenses in all States. In conducting such study, the 
Secretary shall consider the usefulness of such infor-
mation to law enforcement officials as well as any 
legal restraints on the exchange or use of such infor-
mation. One purpose of such study shall be to iden-
tify effective methods, if any, for the exchange of 
such information. 

‘‘(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the date 
of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 18, 1988], the Sec-
retary shall transmit to Congress a report on the re-
sults of the study conducted under this section. 
‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.—There is au-

thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$300,000 for fiscal year 1989.’’ 

MINIMUM DRINKING AGE 

Pub. L. 97–424, title II, § 209, Jan. 6, 1983, 96 Stat. 2140, 
provided that: ‘‘The Congress strongly encourages each 
State to prohibit the sale of alcoholic beverages to per-
sons who are less than 21 years of age.’’ 

§ 411. State highway safety data improvements 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.— 
(1) AUTHORITY TO MAKE GRANTS.—Subject to 

the requirements of this section, the Sec-
retary shall make grants to States that adopt 
and implement effective programs— 

(A) to improve the timeliness, accuracy, 
completeness, uniformity, and accessibility 
of the data of the State that is needed to 
identify priorities for national, State, and 
local highway and traffic safety programs; 

(B) to evaluate the effectiveness of efforts 
to make such improvements; 

(C) to link these State data systems, in-
cluding traffic records, with other data sys-
tems within the State, such as systems that 
contain medical and economic data; and 

(D) to improve the compatibility of the 
data system of the State with national data 
systems and data systems of other States 
and to enhance the ability of the Secretary 
to observe and analyze national trends in 
crash occurrences, rates, outcomes, and cir-
cumstances. 

Such grants may be used by recipient States 
only to implement such programs. 

(2) MODEL DATA ELEMENTS.—The Secretary, 
in consultation with States and other appro-
priate parties, shall determine the model data 
elements necessary to observe and analyze na-
tional trends in crash occurrences, rates, out-
comes, and circumstances. In order to become 
eligible for a grant under this section, a State 
shall demonstrate how the multiyear highway 
safety data and traffic records plan of the 
State described in subsection (b)(1) will be in-
corporated into data systems of the State. 

(3) MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT.—No grant may 
be made to a State under this section in any 
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fiscal year unless the State enters into such 
agreements with the Secretary as the Sec-
retary may require to ensure that the State 
will maintain its aggregate expenditures from 
all other sources for highway safety data pro-
grams at or above the average level of such ex-
penditures in its 2 fiscal years preceding the 
date of enactment of the Transportation Eq-
uity Act for the 21st Century. 

(4) MAXIMUM PERIOD OF ELIGIBILITY.—No 
State may receive grants under this section in 
more than 6 fiscal years beginning after Sep-
tember 30, 1997. 

(5) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of implementing and enforcing, as ap-
propriate, in a fiscal year a program adopted 
by a State pursuant to paragraph (1) shall not 
exceed— 

(A) in the first and second fiscal years in 
which the State receives a grant under this 
section, 75 percent; 

(B) in the third and fourth fiscal years in 
which the State receives a grant under this 
section, 50 percent; and 

(C) in the fifth and sixth fiscal years in 
which the State receives a grant under this 
section, 25 percent. 

(b) FIRST-YEAR GRANTS.— 
(1) ELIGIBILITY.—A State shall become eligi-

ble for a first-year grant under this subsection 
in a fiscal year if the State either— 

(A) demonstrates, to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary, that the State has— 

(i) established a highway safety data and 
traffic records coordinating committee 
with a multidisciplinary membership, in-
cluding the administrators, collectors, and 
users of such data (including the public 
health, injury control, and motor carrier 
communities); 

(ii) completed, within the preceding 5 
years, a highway safety data and traffic 
records assessment or an audit of the high-
way safety data and traffic records system 
of the State; and 

(iii) initiated the development of a 
multiyear highway safety data and traffic 
records strategic plan that— 

(I) identifies and prioritizes the high-
way safety data and traffic records needs 
and goals of the State; 

(II) identifies performance-based meas-
ures by which progress toward those 
goals will be determined; and 

(III) will be submitted to the highway 
safety data and traffic records coordi-
nating committee of the State for ap-
proval; or 

(B) provides, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary— 

(i) a certification that the State has met 
the requirements of clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (A); 

(ii) a multiyear highway safety data and 
traffic records strategic plan that— 

(I) meets the requirements of subpara-
graph (A)(iii); and 

(II) specifies how the incentive funds of 
the State for the fiscal year will be used 
to address needs and goals identified in 
the plan; and 

(iii) a certification that the highway 
safety data and traffic records coordi-
nating committee of the State continues 
to operate and supports the multiyear plan 
described in clause (ii). 

(2) GRANT AMOUNTS.—The amount of a first- 
year grant made to a State for a fiscal year 
under this subsection shall equal— 

(A) if the State is eligible for the grant 
under paragraph (1)(A), $125,000; and 

(B) if the State is eligible for the grant 
under paragraph (1)(B), an amount deter-
mined by multiplying— 

(i) the amount appropriated to carry out 
this section for such fiscal year; by 

(ii) the ratio that the funds apportioned 
to the State under section 402 for fiscal 
year 1997 bears to the funds apportioned to 
all States under section 402 for fiscal year 
1997; 

except that no State eligible for a grant 
under paragraph (1)(B) shall receive less 
than $250,000. 

(3) STATES NOT MEETING CRITERIA.—The Sec-
retary may award a grant of up to $25,000 for 
1 year to any State that does not meet the cri-
teria established in paragraph (1). The grant 
may only be used to conduct activities needed 
to enable the State to qualify for a first-year 
grant in the next fiscal year. 

(c) SUCCEEDING YEAR GRANTS.— 
(1) ELIGIBILITY.—A State shall be eligible for 

a grant under this subsection in a fiscal year 
succeeding the first fiscal year in which the 
State receives a grant under subsection (b) if 
the State, to the satisfaction of the Sec-
retary— 

(A) submits or updates a multiyear high-
way safety data and traffic records strategic 
plan that meets the requirements of sub-
section (b)(1); 

(B) certifies that the highway safety data 
and traffic records coordinating committee 
of the State continues to operate and sup-
ports the multiyear plan; and 

(C) reports annually on the progress of the 
State in implementing the multiyear plan. 

(2) GRANT AMOUNTS.—The amount of a suc-
ceeding year grant made to the State for a fis-
cal year under this paragraph shall equal the 
amount determined by multiplying— 

(A) the amount appropriated to carry out 
this section for such fiscal year; by 

(B) the ratio that the funds apportioned to 
the State under section 402 for fiscal year 
1997 bears to the funds apportioned to all 
States under section 402 for fiscal year 1997; 

except that no State eligible for a grant under 
this paragraph shall receive less than $225,000. 

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Funds author-
ized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
in a fiscal year shall be subject to a deduction 
not to exceed 5 percent for the necessary costs 
of administering the provisions of this section. 

(e) APPLICABILITY OF CHAPTER 1.—The provi-
sions contained in section 402(d) shall apply to 
this section. 
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1 So in original. Does not conform to section catchline. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title II, § 2005(a), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 332; amended Pub. L. 110–244, title 
III, § 303(c)(4), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat. 1619.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the Transportation Equity 
Act for the 21st Century, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is 
the date of enactment of Pub. L. 105–178, which was ap-
proved June 9, 1998. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsecs. (c) to (e). Pub. L. 110–244 redesignated 
subsecs. (c), relating to administrative expenses, and 
(d) as (d) and (e), respectively. 

§ 412. Agency accountability 

(a) TRIENNIAL STATE MANAGEMENT REVIEWS.— 
At least once every 3 years the Secretary shall 
conduct a review of each State highway safety 
program. The review shall include a manage-
ment evaluation of all grant programs funded 
under this chapter. The Secretary shall provide 
review-based recommendations on how each 
State could improve the management and over-
sight of its grant activities and may provide a 
management and oversight plan for such grant 
programs. 

(b) RECOMMENDATIONS BEFORE SUBMISSION.—In 
order to provide guidance to State highway safe-
ty agencies on matters that should be addressed 
in the goals and initiatives of the State highway 
safety program before the program is submitted 
for review, the Secretary shall provide data- 
based recommendations to each State at least 90 
days before the date on which the program is to 
be submitted for approval. 

(c) STATE PROGRAM REVIEW.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(1) conduct a program improvement review 
of a highway safety program under this chap-
ter of a State that does not make substantial 
progress over a 3-year period in meeting its 
priority program goals; and 

(2) provide technical assistance and safety 
program requirements to be incorporated in 
the State highway safety program for any goal 
not achieved. 

(d) REGIONAL HARMONIZATION.—The Secretary 
and the Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation shall undertake an administra-
tive review of the practices and procedures of 
the management reviews and program reviews of 
State highway safety programs under this chap-
ter conducted by the regional offices of the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
and prepare a written report of best practices 
and procedures for use by the regional offices in 
conducting such reviews. The report shall be 
completed within 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this section. 

(e) BEST PRACTICES GUIDELINES.— 
(1) UNIFORM GUIDELINES.—The Secretary 

shall issue uniform management review guide-
lines and program review guidelines based on 
the report under subsection (d). Each regional 
office shall use the guidelines in executing its 
State administrative review duties under this 
section. 

(2) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall make 
publicly available on the Web site (or succes-
sor electronic facility) of the Administration 

the following documents upon their comple-
tion: 

(A) The Secretary’s management review 
guidelines and program review guidelines. 

(B) All State highway safety programs 
submitted under this chapter. 

(C) State annual accomplishment reports. 
(D) The Administration’s Summary Report 

of findings from Management Reviews and 
Improvement Plans. 

(3) REPORTS TO STATE HIGHWAY SAFETY AGEN-
CIES.—The Secretary may not make publicly 
available a program, report, or review under 
paragraph (2) that is directed to a State high-
way safety agency until after the date on 
which the program, report, or review is sub-
mitted to that agency under this chapter. 

(f) GAO REVIEW.— 
(1) ANALYSIS.—The Comptroller General 

shall analyze the effectiveness of the Adminis-
tration’s oversight of traffic safety grants 
under this chapter by determining the useful-
ness of the Administration’s advice to the 
States regarding administration and State ac-
tivities under this chapter, the extent to 
which the States incorporate the Administra-
tion’s recommendations into their highway 
safety programs, and the improvements that 
result in a State’s highway safety program 
that may be attributable to the Administra-
tion’s recommendations. 

(2) REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2008, the Comptroller General shall submit a 
report on the results of the analysis to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate. 

(Added Pub. L. 109–59, title II, § 2008(a), Aug. 10, 
2005, 119 Stat. 1533.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 
subsec. (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109–59, 
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005. 

CHAPTER 5—RESEARCH, TECHNOLOGY, AND 
EDUCATION 

Sec. 

501. Definitions. 
502. Surface transportation research. 
503. Technology deployment program.1 
504. Training and education. 
505. State planning and research. 
506. International highway transportation out-

reach program. 
507. Surface transportation environment and 

planning cooperative research program.1 
508. Transportation research and development 

strategic planning. 
509. National cooperative freight transportation 

research program. 
510. Future strategic highway research program. 
511. Multistate corridor operations and manage-

ment. 
512. National ITS Program Plan.1 
513. Use of funds for ITS activities. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior chapter 5, added Pub. L. 90–495, § 30, Aug. 23, 
1968, 82 Stat. 830, consisting of sections 501 to 512, relat-
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