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grams and competitive programs, see section 5 of Pub.
L. 107-110, set out as an Effective Date note under sec-
tion 6301 of Title 20, Education.

REFERENCES TO NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HANDICAPPED
RESEARCH AMENDED OR DEEMED T0O BE REFERENCES
TO NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY AND REHA-
BILITATION RESEARCH

Pub. L. 99-506, title III, §302(b), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat.
1821, provided that: ‘“The Act [this chapter] is amended
by striking out ‘National Institute of Handicapped Re-
search’ each place it appears in the Act (including the
table of contents) and inserting in lieu thereof ‘Na-
tional Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Re-
search’. Any reference in any other provision of law to
the ‘National Institute of Handicapped Research’ shall
be considered to be a reference to the ‘National Insti-
tute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research’.”

§762a. Research and demonstration projects

(a) Multiple and interrelated service needs of in-
dividuals with handicaps; report to Congress

The Secretary of Education is authorized to
make grants to, and to enter into contract with,
public and nonprofit agencies and organizations
for the purpose of research and demonstration
projects specifically designed to address the
multiple and interrelated service needs of indi-
viduals with handicaps, the elderly, and chil-
dren, youths, adults, and families. A report eval-
uating each project funded under this section
shall be submitted to appropriate committees of
the Congress within four months after the date
each such project is completed.

(b) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section such sums as may be nec-
essary.

No funds other than those appropriated pursu-
ant to this subsection can be used for the con-
duct of research specifically authorized by this
section.

(c) Study on impact of vocational rehabilitation
services; transmittal to Congress

Within one year after the date appropriations
are made under subsection (b) of this section for
purposes of research and demonstration projects
under subsection (a) of this section, the Sec-
retary shall prepare and transmit to the Con-
gress a study concerning the impact of voca-
tional rehabilitation services provided under the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 [29 U.S.C. 701 et seq.]
on recipients of disability payments under titles
IT and XVI of the Social Security Act [42 U.S.C.
401 et seq., 1381 et seq.]. The study shall examine
the relationship between the vocational reha-
bilitation services provided under the Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 and the programs under sec-
tions 222 and 1615 of the Social Security Act [42
U.S.C. 422, 1382d], and shall include—

(1) an analysis of the savings in disability
benefit payments under titles II and XVI of
the Social Security Act as a result of the pro-
vision of vocational rehabilitation services
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973;

(2) a specification of the rate of return to the
active labor force by recipients of services
under sections 222 and 1615 of the Social Secu-
rity Act;

(3) a specification of the total amount of ex-
penditures, in the five fiscal years preceding
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the date of submission of the report, for voca-
tional rehabilitation services under the Reha-
bilitation Act of 1973 and under sections 222
and 1615 of the Social Security Act, and rec-
ommendations for the coordinated presen-
tation of such expenditures in the Budget sub-
mitted by the President pursuant to section
1105 of title 31; and

(4) recommendations to improve the coordi-
nation of services under the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 with programs under sections 222
and 1615 of the Social Security Act, including
recommendations for increasing savings in
disability benefits payments and the rate of
return to the active labor force by recipients
of services under sections 222 and 1615 of the
Social Security Act.

(Pub. L. 95-602, title IV, §401, Nov. 6, 1978, 92
Stat. 3002; Pub. L. 98-221, title I, §104(c)(1), Feb.
22, 1984, 98 Stat. 18; Pub. L. 99-506, title I,
§103(d)(2)(C), Oct. 21, 1986, 100 Stat. 1810.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec.
(c), is Pub. L. 93-112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 355, as
amended, which is classified generally to this chapter
(§701 et seq.). For complete classification of this Act to
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 701
of this title and Tables.

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. (c), is
act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. Titles
IT and XVI of the Social Security Act are classified gen-
erally to subchapters II (§401 et seq.) and XVI (§1381 et
seq.), respectively, of chapter 7 of Title 42, The Public
Health and Welfare. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 42 and Tables.

CODIFICATION

In subsec. (¢)(3), ‘‘section 1105 of title 31 was sub-
stituted for ‘‘section 201 of the Budget and Accounting
Act, 1921 [31 U.S.C. 11]” on authority of Pub. L. 97-258,
§4(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1067, the first section of
which enacted Title 31, Money and Finance.

Section was enacted as part of the Rehabilitation,
Comprehensive Services, and Developmental Disabil-
ities Amendments of 1978, and not as part of Rehabili-
tation Act of 1973 which comprises this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

1986—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 99-506 substituted ‘‘individ-
uals with handicaps’ for ‘‘handicapped individuals’’.

1984—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98221 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Education” for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation, and Welfare’’.

§763. Interagency Committee
(a) Establishment; membership; meetings

(1) In order to promote coordination and co-
operation among Federal departments and agen-
cies conducting rehabilitation research pro-
grams, including programs relating to assistive
technology research and research that incor-
porates the principles of universal design, there
is established within the Federal Government an
Interagency Committee on Disability Research
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the
“Committee’’), chaired by the Director and com-
prised of such members as the President may
designate, including the following (or their des-
ignees): the Director, the Commissioner of the
Rehabilitation Services Administration, the As-
sistant Secretary for Special Education and Re-
habilitative Services, the Secretary of Edu-
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cation, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the
Director of the National Institutes of Health,
the Director of the National Institute of Mental
Health, the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, the Sec-
retary of Transportation, the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Interior for Indian Affairs, the Di-
rector of the Indian Health Service, and the Di-
rector of the National Science Foundation.

(2) The Committee shall meet not less than
four times each year.
(b) Duties

(1) After receiving input from targeted individ-
uals, the Committee shall identify, assess, and
seek to coordinate all Federal programs, activi-
ties, and projects, and plans for such programs,
activities, and projects with respect to the con-
duct of research (including assistive technology
research and research that incorporates the
principles of universal design) related to reha-
bilitation of individuals with disabilities.

(2) In carrying out its duties with respect to
the conduct of Federal research (including assis-
tive technology research and research that in-
corporates the principles of universal design) re-
lated to rehabilitation of individuals with dis-
abilities, the Committee shall—

(A) share information regarding the range of
assistive technology research, and research
that incorporates the principles of universal
design, that is being carried out by members
of the Committee and other Federal depart-
ments and organizations;

(B) identify, and make efforts to address,
gaps in assistive technology research and re-
search that incorporates the principles of uni-
versal design that are not being adequately
addressed;

(C) identify, and establish, clear research
priorities related to assistive technology re-
search and research that incorporates the
principles of universal design for the Federal
Government;

(D) promote interagency collaboration and
joint research activities relating to assistive
technology research and research that incor-
porates the principles of universal design at
the Federal level, and reduce unnecessary du-
plication of effort regarding these types of re-
search within the Federal Government; and

(E) optimize the productivity of Committee
members through resource sharing and other
cost-saving activities, related to assistive
technology research and research that incor-
porates the principles of universal design.

(¢) Annual report

Not later than December 31 of each year, the
Committee shall prepare and submit, to the
President and to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Labor and Human
Resources of the Senate, a report that—

(1) describes the progress of the Committee
in fulfilling the duties described in subsection
(b) of this section;

(2) makes such recommendations as the
Committee determines to be appropriate with
respect to coordination of policy and develop-
ment of objectives and priorities for all Fed-
eral programs relating to the conduct of re-
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search (including assistive technology re-
search and research that incorporates the
principles of universal design) related to reha-
bilitation of individuals with disabilities; and
(3) describes the activities that the Commit-
tee recommended to be funded through grants,
contracts, cooperative agreements, and other
mechanisms, for assistive technology research
and development and research and develop-
ment that incorporates the principles of uni-
versal design.
(d) Recommendations

(1) In order to promote coordination and co-
operation among Federal departments and agen-
cies conducting assistive technology research
programs, to reduce duplication of effort among
the programs, and to increase the availability of
assistive technology for individuals with disabil-
ities, the Committee may recommend activities
to be funded through grants, contracts or coop-
erative agreements, or other mechanisms—

(A) in joint research projects for assistive
technology research and research that incor-
porates the principles of universal design; and

(B) in other programs designed to promote a
cohesive, strategic Federal program of re-
search described in subparagraph (A).

(2) The projects and programs described in
paragraph (1) shall be jointly administered by at
least 2 agencies or departments with representa-
tives on the Committee.

(3) In recommending activities to be funded in
the projects and programs, the Committee shall
obtain input from targeted individuals, and
other organizations and individuals the Commit-
tee determines to be appropriate, concerning the
availability and potential of technology for indi-
viduals with disabilities.

(e) Definitions

In this section—

(1) the terms ‘‘assistive technology’ and
““‘universal design’ have the meanings given
the terms in section 3002 of this title; and

(2) the term ‘‘targeted individuals’ has the
meaning given the term ‘‘targeted individuals
and entities’ in section 3002 of this title.

(Pub. L. 93-112, title II, §203, as added Pub. L.
105-220, title IV, §405, Aug. 7, 1998, 112 Stat. 1173;
amended Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(f) [title
VIII, §401(16)], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-337,
2681-412; Pub. L. 105-394, title II, §201, Nov. 13,
1998, 112 Stat. 3651; Pub. L. 108-364, §3(b)(1), Oct.
25, 2004, 118 Stat. 1737.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to this section were contained in
section 761b of this title prior to the general amend-
ment of this subchapter by Pub. L. 105-220.

A prior section 763, Pub. L. 93-112, title II, §203, Sept.
26, 1973, 87 Stat. 376, relating to making of grants and
contracts for training of personnel involved in voca-
tional services to handicapped individuals, was renum-
bered section 304 of Pub. L. 93-112 and transferred to
section 774 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108-364 added subsec. (e) and
struck out former subsec. (e) which read as follows: ‘“‘In
this section, the terms ‘assistive technology’, ‘targeted
individuals’, and ‘universal design’ have the meanings
given the terms in section 3002 of this title.”
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1998—Pub. L. 105-277 made technical amendment to
directory language of Pub. L. 105-220, §405, which en-
acted this section.

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105-394, §201(1), inserted ‘‘in-
cluding programs relating to assistive technology re-
search and research that incorporates the principles of
universal design,”” after ‘‘programs,’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105-394, §201(2), designated exist-
ing provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘targeted individ-
uals” for ‘‘individuals with disabilities and the individ-
uals’ representatives’, inserted ‘‘(including assistive
technology research and research that incorporates the
principles of universal design)’”’ after ‘‘research’, and
added par. (2).

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 105-394, §201(3), added subsec. (c)
and struck out former subsec. (¢) which read as follows:
“The Committee shall annually submit to the Presi-
dent and to the appropriate committees of the Congress
a report making such recommendations as the Commit-
tee deems appropriate with respect to coordination of
policy and development of objectives and priorities for
all Federal programs relating to the conduct of re-
search related to rehabilitation of individuals with dis-
abilities.”

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 105-394, §201(4), added sub-
secs. (d) and (e).

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20,
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999.

§764. Research and other covered activities

(a) Federal grants and contracts for certain re-
search projects and related activities

(1) To the extent consistent with priorities es-
tablished in the 5-year plan described in section
762(h) of this title, the Director may make
grants to and contracts with States and public
or private agencies and organizations, including
institutions of higher education, Indian tribes,
and tribal organizations, to pay part of the cost
of projects for the purpose of planning and con-
ducting research, demonstration projects, train-
ing, and related activities, the purposes of which
are to develop methods, procedures, and reha-
bilitation technology, that maximize the full in-
clusion and integration into society, employ-
ment, independent living, family support, and
economic and social self-sufficiency of individ-
uals with disabilities, especially individuals
with the most significant disabilities, and im-
prove the effectiveness of services authorized
under this chapter.

(2)(A) In carrying out this section, the Direc-
tor shall emphasize projects that support the
implementation of subchapters I, III, V, VI, and
VII of this chapter, including projects address-
ing the needs described in the State plans sub-
mitted under section 721 or 796c of this title by
State agencies.

(B) Such projects, as described in the State
plans submitted by State agencies, may in-
clude—

(i) medical and other scientific, technical,
methodological, and other investigations into
the nature of disability, methods of analyzing
it, and restorative techniques, including basic
research where related to rehabilitation tech-
niques or services;

(ii) studies and analysis of industrial, voca-
tional, social, recreational, psychiatric, psy-
chological, economic, and other factors affect-
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ing rehabilitation of individuals with disabil-
ities;

(iii) studies and analysis of special problems
of individuals who are homebound and individ-
uals who are institutionalized;

(iv) studies, analyses, and demonstrations of
architectural and engineering design adapted
to meet the special needs of individuals with
disabilities;

(v) studies, analyses, and other activities re-
lated to supported employment;

(vi) related activities which hold promise of
increasing knowledge and improving methods
in the rehabilitation of individuals with dis-
abilities and individuals with the most signifi-
cant disabilities, particularly individuals with
disabilities, and individuals with the most sig-
nificant disabilities, who are members of popu-
lations that are unserved or underserved by
programs under this chapter; and

(vii) studies, analyses, and other activities
related to job accommodations, including the
use of rehabilitation engineering and assistive
technology.

(b) Research grants

(1) In addition to carrying out projects under
subsection (a) of this section, the Director may
make grants under this subsection (referred to
in this subsection as ‘‘research grants’) to pay
part or all of the cost of the research or other
specialized covered activities described in para-
graphs (2) through (18). A research grant made
under any of paragraphs (2) through (18) may
only be used in a manner consistent with prior-
ities established in the 5-year plan described in
section 762(h) of this title.

(2)(A) Research grants may be used for the es-
tablishment and support of Rehabilitation Re-
search and Training Centers, for the purpose of
providing an integrated program of research,
which Centers shall—

(i) be operated in collaboration with institu-
tions of higher education or providers of reha-
bilitation services or other appropriate serv-
ices; and

(ii) serve as centers of national excellence
and national or regional resources for provid-
ers and individuals with disabilities and the
individuals’ representatives.

(B) The Centers shall conduct research and
training activities by—

(i) conducting coordinated and advanced pro-
grams of research in rehabilitation targeted
toward the production of new knowledge that
will improve rehabilitation methodology and
service delivery systems, alleviate or stabilize
disabling conditions, and promote maximum
social and economic independence of individ-
uals with disabilities, especially promoting
the ability of the individuals to prepare for,
secure, retain, regain, or advance in employ-
ment;

(ii) providing training (including graduate,
pre-service, and in-service training) to assist
individuals to more effectively provide reha-
bilitation services;

(iii) providing training (including graduate,
pre-service, and in-service training) for reha-
bilitation research personnel and other reha-
bilitation personnel; and
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