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Section 14(a) of the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
referred to in subsec. (e), is section 14(a) of Pub. L.
92-463, which is set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees.

REGULATIONS

Secretary authorized, effective Sept. 2, 1974, to pro-
mulgate regulations wherever provisions of this sub-
chapter call for the promulgation of regulations, see
section 1031 of this title.

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS-16, 17, OR 18 PAY
RATES

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS-16, 17,
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, §101(c)(1)]
of Pub. L. 101-509, set out in a note under section 5376
of Title 5.

§1143. Research, studies, and reports

(a) Authorization to undertake research and sur-
veys

(1) The Secretary is authorized to undertake
research and surveys and in connection there-
with to collect, compile, analyze and publish
data, information, and statistics relating to em-
ployee benefit plans, including retirement, de-
ferred compensation, and welfare plans, and
types of plans not subject to this chapter.

(2) The Secretary is authorized and directed to
undertake research studies relating to pension
plans, including but not limited to (A) the ef-
fects of this subchapter upon the provisions and
costs of pension plans, (B) the role of private
pensions in meeting the economic security needs
of the Nation, and (C) the operation of private
pension plans including types and levels of bene-
fits, degree of reciprocity or portability, and fi-
nancial and actuarial characteristics and prac-
tices, and methods of encouraging the growth of
the private pension system.

(3) The Secretary may, as he deems appro-
priate or necessary, undertake other studies re-
lating to employee benefit plans, the matters
regulated by this subchapter, and the enforce-
ment procedures provided for under this sub-
chapter.

(4) The research, surveys, studies, and publica-
tions referred to in this subsection may be con-
ducted directly, or indirectly through grant or
contract arrangements.

(b) Omitted

(c) Cooperation with Congress

The Secretary is authorized and directed to
cooperate with the Congress and its appropriate
committees, subcommittees, and staff in supply-
ing data and any other information, and person-
nel and services, required by the Congress in any
study, examination, or report by the Congress
relating to pension benefit plans established or
maintained by States or their political subdivi-
sions.

(Pub. L. 93-406, title I, §513, Sept. 2, 1974, 88 Stat.
896.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93-406, known as

TITLE 29—LABOR

§1144

the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974.
Titles I, III, and IV of such Act are classified prin-
cipally to this chapter. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under
section 1001 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Subsec. (b) of this section, which required the Sec-
retary to submit annually a report to Congress on the
administration of this subchapter, terminated, effec-
tive May 15, 2000, pursuant to section 3003 of Pub. L.
104-66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113
of Title 31, Money and Finance. See, also, page 123 of
House Document No. 103-7.

REGULATIONS

Secretary authorized, effective Sept. 2, 1974, to pro-
mulgate regulations wherever provisions of this sub-
chapter call for the promulgation of regulations, see
section 1031 of this title.

§ 1143a. Studies by Comptroller General
(1) In general

The Comptroller General of the United States
may, pursuant to the request of any Member of
Congress, study employee benefit plans, includ-
ing the effects of such plans on employees, par-
ticipants, and their beneficiaries.

(2) Access to books, documents, etc.

For the purpose of conducting studies under
this section, the Comptroller General, or any of
his duly authorized representatives, shall have
access to and the right to examine and copy any
books, documents, papers, records, or other re-
corded information—

(A) within the possession or control of the
administrator, sponsor, or employer of and
persons providing services to any employee
benefit plan, and

(B) which the Comptroller General or his
representative finds, in his own judgment, per-
tinent to such study.

The Comptroller General shall not disclose the
identity of any individual or employer in mak-
ing any information obtained under this section
available to the public.

(3) Definitions

For purposes of this section, the terms ‘“‘em-
ployee benefit plan’, ‘“‘participant’’, ‘‘adminis-
trator”, ‘‘beneficiary’, ‘‘plan sponsor’, ‘‘em-
ployee”, and ‘‘employer’”’ are defined in section
1002 of this title.

(4) Effective date
The preceding provisions of this section shall
be effective on April 7, 1986.

(Pub. L. 99-272, title XI, §11016(d), Apr. 7, 1986,
100 Stat. 275.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Single-Employer
Pension Plan Amendments Act of 1986, and also as part
of the Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1985, and not as part of the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act of 1974 which comprises this
chapter.

§1144. Other laws
(a) Supersedure; effective date

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, the provisions of this subchapter and
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