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§1027. Land subject to prohibition on leasing

The Secretary shall not issue any lease under
this chapter on those lands subject to the prohi-
bition provided under section 226-3 of this title.

(Pub. L. 91-581, §29, as added Pub. L. 100-443,
§5(d), Sept. 22, 1988, 102 Stat. 1769; amended Pub.
L. 109-58, title II, §236(27), Aug. 8, 2005, 119 Stat.
673.)

AMENDMENTS
2005—Pub. L. 109-58 inserted section catchline.

§1028. Hot dry rock geothermal energy

(a) USGS program

The Secretary of the Interior, acting through
the United States Geological Survey, and in
consultation with the Secretary of Energy, shall
establish a cooperative Government-private sec-
tor program with respect to hot dry rock geo-
thermal energy resources on public lands (as
such term is defined in section 1702(e) of title 43)
and lands managed by the Department of Agri-
culture, other than any such public or other
lands that are withdrawn from geothermal leas-
ing. Such program shall include, but shall not be
limited to, activities to identify, select, and
classify those areas throughout the United
States that have a high potential for hot dry
rock geothermal energy production and activi-
ties to develop and disseminate information re-
garding the utilization of such areas for hot dry
rock energy production. Such information may
include information regarding field test proc-
esses and techniques for assuring that hot dry
rock geothermal energy development projects
are developed in an economically feasible man-
ner without adverse environmental conse-
quences. Utilizing the information developed by
the Secretary, together with information devel-
oped in connection with other related programs
carried out by other Federal agencies, the Sec-
retary, acting through the United States Geo-
logical Survey, may also enter into contracts
and cooperative agreements with any public or
private entity to provide assistance to any such
entity to enable such entity to carry out addi-
tional projects with respect to the utilization of
hot dry rock geothermal energy resources which
will further the purposes of this section.

(b) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necesary?! to carry out this sec-
tion.

(Pub. L. 102-486, title XXV, §2501, Oct. 24, 1992,
106 Stat. 3101.)
CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992, and not as part of the Geothermal Steam Act
of 1970 which comprises this chapter.

CHAPTER 24—GEOTHERMAL ENERGY RE-
SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND DEM-
ONSTRATION
Sec.

1101. Congressional findings.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘“‘necessary’’.

TITLE 30—MINERAL LANDS AND MINING

§1101

Sec.

1102. Definitions.

SUBCHAPTER I-GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
COORDINATION AND MANAGEMENT PROJECT

1121. Formation of Project.

1122. Program definition.

1123. Resource inventory and assessment program.

1124. Research and development.

1125. Geothermal demonstration plants and
projects.

1126. Scientific and technical education.

SUBCHAPTER II—LOAN GUARANTIES

1141. Establishment of loan guaranty program.

1142. Payment of guaranteed obligation by Sec-
retary of Energy.

1143. Period of guaranties and interest assistance.

1144. Geothermal Resources Development Fund.

1145. Community impact assistance functions of
Secretary of Energy.

1146. Approval or disapproval of loan guarantee ap-
plications.

1147. Application of national environmental policy
provisions.

SUBCHAPTER III—GENERAL PROVISIONS

1161. Protection of environment.

1162. Final report to President and Congress on
terminated projects.

1163. Transfer of functions.

1164. Authorization of appropriations.

§1101. Congressional findings

The Congress hereby finds that—

(1) the Nation is currently suffering a criti-
cal shortage of environmentally acceptable
forms of energy;

(2) the inadequate organizational structures
and levels of funding for energy research have
limited the Nation’s current and future op-
tions for meeting energy needs;

(3) electric energy is a clean and convenient
form of energy at the location of its use and is
the only practicable form of energy in some
modern applications, but the demand for elec-
tric energy in every region of the United
States is taxing all of the alternative energy
sources presently available and is projected to
increase; some of the sources available for
electric power generation are already in short
supply, and the development and use of other
sources presently involve undesirable environ-
mental impacts;

(4) the Nation’s critical energy problems can
be solved only if a national commitment is
made to dedicate the necessary financial re-
sources, and enlist the cooperation of the pri-
vate and public sectors, in developing geo-
thermal resources and other nonconventional
sources of energy;

(5) the conventional geothermal resources
which are presently being used have limited
total potential; but geothermal resources
which are different from those presently being
used, and which have extremely large energy
content, are known to exist;

(6) some geothermal resources contain en-
ergy in forms other than heat; examples are
methane and extremely high pressures avail-
able upon release as kinetic energy;

(7) some geothermal resources contain valu-
able byproducts such as potable water and
mineral compounds which should be processed
and recovered as national resources;
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