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§ 152411 

§ 152405. Powers 

(a) GENERAL.—The corporation may— 
(1) adopt a constitution and bylaws; 
(2) adopt a seal which shall be judicially no-

ticed; and 
(3) do any other act necessary to carry out 

this chapter. 

(b) POWERS AS TRUSTEE.—To carry out its pur-
poses, the corporation has the usual powers of a 
corporation acting as a trustee in the jurisdic-
tion in which the principal office of the corpora-
tion is located, including the power— 

(1) to accept, receive, solicit, hold, admin-
ister, and use any gift, devise, or bequest, ei-
ther absolutely or in trust, of property or any 
income from or other interest in property; 

(2) to acquire property or an interest in 
property by purchase or exchange; 

(3) unless otherwise required by an instru-
ment of transfer, to sell, donate, lease, invest, 
or otherwise dispose of any property or income 
from property; 

(4) to borrow money and issue instruments 
of indebtedness; 

(5) to make contracts and other arrange-
ments with public agencies and private organi-
zations and persons and to make payments 
necessary to carry out its functions; 

(6) to sue and be sued; and 
(7) to do any other act necessary and proper 

to carry out the purposes of the corporation. 

(c) ENCUMBERED OR RESTRICTED GIFTS.—A gift, 
devise, or bequest may be accepted by the cor-
poration even though it is encumbered, re-
stricted, or subject to beneficial interests of pri-
vate persons, if any current or future interest is 
for the benefit of the corporation. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2093; amended Pub. L. 110–336, 
§ 2(b)(3)(B), Oct. 2, 2008, 122 Stat. 3727.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 110–336 substituted ‘‘juris-

diction in which the principal office of the corporation 

is located,’’ for ‘‘District of Columbia,’’ in introductory 

provisions. 

§ 152406. Principal office 

The principal office of the corporation shall be 
in the District of Columbia or another place as 
determined by the Board of Directors. However, 
the corporation may conduct business through-
out the States, territories, and possessions of 
the United States. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2094; amended Pub. L. 110–336, 
§ 2(b)(3)(A), Oct. 2, 2008, 122 Stat. 3727.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–336 substituted ‘‘District of Colum-

bia or another place as determined by the Board of Di-

rectors’’ for ‘‘District of Columbia’’. 

§ 152407. Provision and acceptance of support by 
Librarian of Congress 

(a) PROVISION BY LIBRARIAN.—(1) The Librarian 
may provide personnel, facilities, and other ad-
ministrative services to the corporation. Admin-

istrative services may include reimbursement of 
expenses under section 152403(f). 

(2) The corporation shall reimburse the Li-
brarian for support provided under paragraph (1) 
of this subsection. Amounts reimbursed shall be 
deposited in the Treasury to the credit of the 
appropriations then current and chargeable for 
the cost of providing the support. 

(b) ACCEPTANCE BY LIBRARIAN.—The Librarian 
may accept, without regard to chapters 33 and 51 
and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5 and re-
lated regulations, the services of the corpora-
tion and its directors, officers, and employees as 
volunteers in performing functions authorized 
under this chapter, without compensation from 
the Library of Congress. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2094.) 

§ 152408. Service of process 

The corporation shall have a designated agent 
to receive service of process for the corporation. 
Notice to or service on the agent, or mailed to 
the business address of the agent, is notice to or 
service on the corporation. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2094.) 

§ 152409. Civil action by Attorney General for 
equitable relief 

The Attorney General may bring a civil action 
in the United States District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbia for appropriate equitable re-
lief if the corporation— 

(1) engages or threatens to engage in any 
act, practice, or policy that is inconsistent 
with the purposes in section 152402 of this 
title; or 

(2) refuses, fails, or neglects to carry out its 
obligations under this chapter or threatens to 
do so. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2094.) 

§ 152410. Immunity of United States Government 

The United States Government is not liable 
for any debts, defaults, acts, or omissions of the 
corporation. The full faith and credit of the Gov-
ernment does not extend to any obligation of 
the corporation. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–474, title II, § 201(a), Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2094.) 

§ 152411. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized to 
be appropriated to the corporation for the first 
fiscal year beginning on or after the date of the 
enactment of this chapter and each succeeding 
fiscal year through fiscal year 2016 an amount 
not to exceed the amount of private contribu-
tions (whether in currency, services, or prop-
erty) made to the corporation by private persons 
and State and local governments. 

(b) LIMITATION RELATED TO ADMINISTRATIVE 
EXPENSES.—Amounts authorized under this sec-
tion may not be used by the corporation for 
management and general or fundraising ex-
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