
Page 243 TITLE 36—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES, CEREMONIES, 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 

§ 190105 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

190102 ......... 36:223. June 30, 1950, ch. 431, § 3, 64 
Stat. 313. 

The word ‘‘object’’ is omitted as unnecessary. 

§ 190103. Membership 

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Eligibility for membership in 
the corporation is as provided in the constitu-
tion and bylaws of the corporation. 

(b) VOTING.—Each active member of a depart-
ment or chapter has one vote in the conduct of 
official business of that department or chapter. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1447.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

190103(a) ..... 36:225. June 30, 1950, ch. 431, §§ 5, 
7(e), 64 Stat. 313, 314. 

190103(b) ..... 36:227(e). 

§ 190104. Governing body 

(a) NATIONAL CONVENTION.—The corporation 
shall hold an annual national convention. The 
national convention shall be composed of dele-
gates elected by the various departments. 

(b) NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.—(1) The 
national executive committee is the governing 
body of the corporation. 

(2) The national executive committee consists 
of the president, the president elect, the last 
past president, 3 vice presidents, 3 junior vice 
presidents, a minimum of 3 national executive 
committee members, and the executive director. 
Each of these individuals, except the president 
elect and the executive director, has one vote on 
each matter decided by the committee. 

(c) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corpora-
tion are a president, a president elect, 3 vice 
presidents, 3 junior vice presidents, a minimum 
of 3 national executive committee members, an 
executive director, a national treasurer, a judge 
advocate, and other officers specified in the con-
stitution of the corporation. 

(2) The national officers of the corporation 
shall be elected and take office at the annual na-
tional convention, except for the executive di-
rector, the national treasurer, the judge advo-
cate, and any other national officers specified in 
the constitution of the corporation, who shall be 
appointed by the national executive committee. 

(3) The elected officers shall hold office for one 
year or until their successors have been elected 
and qualified. 

(d) VACANCIES.—(1) Except for the positions of 
president, president elect, and last past presi-
dent, a vacancy on the national executive com-
mittee shall be filled by the existing members of 
the committee. An individual appointed by the 
committee to fill a vacancy serves until the 
next national convention when the individual’s 
successor shall be elected for the unexpired 
term, if any, caused by the vacancy. 

(2) If the president is absent or the office of 
president is vacant, the national vice president 
of the same service as the president shall act as 
president. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1447; Pub. 
L. 111–113, § 2(a)–(c), Dec. 14, 2009, 123 Stat. 3026.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

190104(a) ..... 36:227(b) (1st sen-
tence 12th–14th 
words), (c). 

June 30, 1950, ch. 431, §§ 6, 
7(a)–(d), 64 Stat. 313. 

190104(b) ..... 36:227(a), (d). 
190104(c)(1) 36:226. 
190104(c)(2) 36:227(b) (1st sen-

tence 1st–14th 
words, 32d–last 
words). 

190104(c)(3) 36:227(b) (1st sen-
tence 15th–31st 
words). 

190104(d)(1) 36:227(b) (2d, 3d sen-
tences). 

190104(d)(2) 36:227(b) (last sen-
tence). 

In subsection (a), the first sentence is added for clar-

ity and is implied by 36:227(b) (12th–14th words). 
In subsection (b), the text of 36:227(d) is omitted as 

obsolete. 
In subsection (c)(3), the word ‘‘duly’’ is omitted as un-

necessary. 
In subsection (d)(1), the words ‘‘In the event of the 

death, inability to serve, or resignation’’ are omitted as 

unnecessary. 
In subsection (d)(2), the words ‘‘If the president is ab-

sent or the office of president is vacant’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘in the event of his death, inability to 

serve, resignation, or absence’’, and the words ‘‘act as 

president’’ are substituted for ‘‘assume the duties and 

have the powers of the president’’, to eliminate unnec-

essary words. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–113, § 2(a), inserted 

‘‘the president elect,’’ after ‘‘the president,’’ and ‘‘a 

minimum of’’ before ‘‘3 national executive committee 

members,’’ and substituted ‘‘except the president elect 

and the executive director,’’ for ‘‘except the executive 

director,’’. 
Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 111–113, § 2(b)(1), inserted ‘‘a 

president elect,’’ after ‘‘a president,’’ and ‘‘a minimum 

of’’ before ‘‘3 national executive committee members,’’, 

struck out ‘‘a surgeon, a chaplain, a historian, a public 

relations officer,’’ after ‘‘a judge advocate,’’, and sub-

stituted ‘‘specified in the constitution of the corpora-

tion’’ for ‘‘as decided at the national convention’’. 
Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 111–113, § 2(b)(2), inserted ‘‘and 

take office’’ after ‘‘be elected’’ and substituted ‘‘the 

judge advocate, and any other national officers speci-

fied in the constitution of the corporation,’’ for ‘‘and 

the national public relations officer,’’. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 111–113, § 2(c), substituted 

‘‘president, president elect, and last past president,’’ 

for ‘‘president and last past president,’’. 

§ 190105. Powers 

The corporation may— 
(1) adopt and amend a constitution and by-

laws; 
(2) adopt and alter a corporate seal; 
(3) adopt and alter emblems and badges; 
(4) acquire, own, lease, encumber, and trans-

fer property as necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of the corporation; 

(5) publish a magazine, newspaper, and other 
publications; 

(6) establish, regulate, and discontinue sub-
ordinate departmental subdivisions and local 
chapters; 

(7) sue and be sued; and 
(8) do any other act necessary and proper to 

carry out the purposes of the corporation. 
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