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§ 30502 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30309 .......... 36:863. Aug. 27, 1958, Pub. L. 85–769, 
§ 13, 72 Stat. 926. 

The word ‘‘records’’ is substituted for ‘‘books and 

records’’ for consistency in the revised title and with 

other titles of the United States Code. 

§ 30310. Service of process 

The corporation shall have a designated agent 
in the District of Columbia to receive service of 
process for the corporation. Notice to or service 
on the agent, or mailed to the business address 
of the agent, is notice to or service on the cor-
poration. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1319.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30310 .......... 36:855(b). Aug. 27, 1958, Pub. L. 85–769, 
§ 5(b), 72 Stat. 925. 

The words ‘‘at all times’’, ‘‘authorized’’, and 

‘‘deemed’’ are omitted as unnecessary and for consist-

ency in the revised title. The words ‘‘service of proc-

ess’’ are substituted for ‘‘service and process’’ for con-

sistency in the revised title. 

§ 30311. Liability for acts of officers and agents 

The corporation is liable for the acts of its of-
ficers and agents acting within the scope of 
their authority. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1319.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30311 .......... 36:861. Aug. 27, 1958, Pub. L. 85–769, 
§ 11, 72 Stat. 926. 

§ 30312. Distribution of assets on dissolution or 
final liquidation 

On dissolution or final liquidation of the cor-
poration, any assets remaining after the dis-
charge of all liabilities shall be transferred to 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to be applied 
to the care and comfort of blinded veterans. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1319.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30312 .......... 36:865. Aug. 27, 1958, Pub. L. 85–769, 
§ 15, 72 Stat. 927; June 13, 
1991, Pub. L. 102–54, 
§ 13(n)(4), 105 Stat. 278. 

The word ‘‘satisfaction’’ is omitted as included in 

‘‘discharge’’, and the word ‘‘obligations’’ is omitted as 

included in ‘‘liabilities’’. The word ‘‘outstanding’’ is 

omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs’’ are substituted for ‘‘Department of Vet-

erans Affairs’’ because under 38:303 the Secretary is the 

head of the Department. 

CHAPTER 305—BLUE STAR MOTHERS OF 
AMERICA, INC. 

Sec. 

30501. Definition. 

30502. Organization. 

30503. Purposes. 

30504. Membership. 

30505. Governing body. 

30506. Powers. 

30507. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and 

badges. 

30508. Restrictions. 

30509. Principal office. 

30510. Records and inspection. 

30511. Service of process. 

30512. Liability for acts of officers and agents. 

30513. Annual report. 

30514. Distribution of assets on dissolution or final 

liquidation. 

§ 30501. Definition 

For purposes of this chapter, ‘‘Armed Forces’’ 
includes the United States Army, United States 
Navy, United States Marines, United States Air 
Force, United States Coast Guard, National 
Guard, United States Army Reserves, United 
States Navy Reserves, United States Marine Re-
serves, United States Air Force Reserves, United 
States Coast Guard Reserves, United States 
Naval Militia, merchant marines, and armed 
home guards who have served on active duty. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1319.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30501 .......... 36:945 (last sen-
tence). 

July 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–653, 
§ 5 (last sentence), 74 Stat. 
516. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 30502. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—Blue Star Mothers of 
America, Inc. (in this chapter, the ‘‘corpora-
tion’’), is a federally chartered corporation. 

(b) PLACE OF INCORPORATION AND DOMICILE.— 
The corporation is declared to be incorporated 
and domiciled in the District of Columbia. 

(c) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE.—Except as other-
wise provided, the corporation has perpetual ex-
istence. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1320.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30502 .......... 36:941. July 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–653, 
§§ 1, 2, 4(1), 74 Stat. 515, 
516. 

36:942. 
36:944(1). 
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§ 30503 

This section is substituted for the source provisions 

for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate ex-

ecuted and unnecessary words. The last sentence of sec-

tion 1 of the Act of July 14, 1960 (Public Law 86–653, 74 

Stat. 515), is omitted as executed. 

§ 30503. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are patriotic, 
educational, social, and for service, and in-
clude— 

(1) perpetuating the Blue Star Mothers of 
America, Inc., and the memory of all the men 
and women who have served our country as 
members of the Armed Forces; 

(2) maintaining true allegiance to the Gov-
ernment of the United States; 

(3) educating members of the corporation 
and others not to divulge military, naval, or 
other Government information; 

(4) assisting in veterans’ ceremonies; 
(5) attending patriotic rallies and meetings; 
(6) fostering true democracy; 
(7) caring for unsupported mothers who gave 

their sons to the service of the Nation; 
(8) aiding in bringing about recognition of 

the need for permanent civilian defense in 
each community and the need to be always 
alert against invasion of un-American activi-
ties; 

(9) upholding the American institutions of 
freedom, justice, and equal rights; and 

(10) defending the United States from all en-
emies. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1320.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30503 .......... 36:943. July 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–653, 
§ 3, 74 Stat. 515. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘The purposes of the cor-

poration are patriotic, educational, social, and for serv-

ice, and include’’ are substituted for ‘‘The purposes of 

the corporation shall be’’ and ‘‘the further object of 

this organization shall be patriotic, educational, social, 

and for service’’ for clarity. 
In clause (3), the words ‘‘members of the corporation’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘our members’’ for clarity. 
In clause (8), the words ‘‘the need for’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘the need of’’, and the words ‘‘in each community’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘for each community’’, for clarity. 

The words ‘‘the need’’ are added for clarity. The words 

‘‘to be always alert’’ are substituted for ‘‘to ever be 

alert’’ for clarity. 

§ 30504. Membership 

An individual is eligible for membership in the 
corporation if— 

(1) she is a mother (meaning a woman who 
filled the role of birthmother, adoptive moth-
er, step-mother, foster-mother, grandmother, 
or legal guardian) of a person who— 

(A) is serving in the Armed Forces; or 
(B) has served in, or has been honorably 

discharged from, the Armed Forces; and 

(2) she is living in the United States or is a 
citizen of the United States living outside the 
United States. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1320; Pub. 
L. 112–65, § 1, Dec. 13, 2011, 125 Stat. 767.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30504 .......... 36:945 (1st sentence). July 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–653, 
§ 5 (1st sentence), 74 Stat. 
516. 

In clause (1), before subclause (A), the words ‘‘(who 
has given a mother’s care at least since the stepchild 
was age 13)’’ are substituted for ‘‘(a stepmother eligible 
for membership in the Blue Star Mothers of America, 
Inc., can claim that eligibility only if she has given a 
mother’s care to the stepchild from the age of thirteen 
or under)’’ for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary 
words. 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Par. (1). Pub. L. 112–65, § 1(1)(A), substituted 
‘‘she is a mother (meaning a woman who filled the role 
of birthmother, adoptive mother, step-mother, foster- 
mother, grandmother, or legal guardian) of a person 
who—’’ for ‘‘she is a mother, adoptive mother, or step-
mother (who has given a mother’s care at least since 
the stepchild was age 13) of a son or daughter who—’’ 
in introductory provisions. 

Par. (1)(B). Pub. L. 112–65, § 1(1)(B), struck out ‘‘in 
World War II or the Korean hostilities’’ after ‘‘Armed 

Forces’’. 
Par. (2). Pub. L. 112–65, § 1(2), inserted ‘‘or is a citizen 

of the United States living outside the United States’’ 

before period at end. 

§ 30505. Governing body 

(a) NATIONAL CONVENTION.—(1) The national 
convention is the supreme governing authority 
of the corporation. 

(2) The national convention is composed of of-
ficers and elected representatives from the 
States and other local subdivisions of the cor-
poration as provided in the constitution and by-
laws. However, the form of government of the 
corporation must be representative of the mem-
bership at large and may not permit concentra-
tion of control in a limited number of members 
or in a self-perpetuating group not representa-
tive of the membership at large. 

(3) The meetings of the national convention 
may be held in the District of Columbia or any 
State, territory, or possession of the United 
States. 

(b) OFFICERS.—The officers of the corporation 
and their manner of selection, term of office, 
and duties are as provided in the constitution 
and bylaws of the corporation. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1320.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

30505(a) ...... 36:946. July 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86–653, 
§§ 6, 7, 74 Stat. 516. 

30505(b) ...... 36:947. 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘several’’, ‘‘always’’, 

and ‘‘thereof . . . the hands of’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. 
In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘State, territory, or 

possession of the United States’’ are substituted for 

‘‘State or Territory’’ for consistency in the revised 

title and with other titles of the United States Code. 
Subsection (b) is substituted for the source provision 

for consistency in the revised title. 

§ 30506. Powers 

The corporation may— 
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