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pleted service as the senior enlisted member of 
that armed force, shall continue to be entitled, 
for not more than 180 days while so hospitalized, 
to the rate of basic pay authorized for the senior 
enlisted member of that armed force. 

(c) In this section, the term ‘‘senior enlisted 
member’’ means the following: 

(1) The Sergeant Major of the Army. 
(2) The Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Navy. 
(3) The Chief Master Sergeant of the Air 

Force. 
(4) The Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps. 
(5) The Master Chief Petty Officer of the 

Coast Guard. 
(6) The Senior Enlisted Advisor to the Chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–190, div. A, title VI, § 606(a), 
Dec. 5, 1991, 105 Stat. 1374; amended Pub. L. 
104–201, div. A, title VI, § 603(a), (b)(1), Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2540; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title 
VI, § 685(b), Jan. 6, 2006, 119 Stat. 3325; Pub. L. 
109–364, div. A, title X, § 1071(c)(1), Oct. 17, 2006, 
120 Stat. 2400.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (c)(6). Pub. L. 109–364 substituted ‘‘Advi-

sor to’’ for ‘‘Advisor for’’. 
Pub. L. 109–163 added par. (6). 
1996—Pub. L. 104–201, § 603(b)(1), substituted ‘‘Pay of 

senior enlisted members during terminal leave and 

while hospitalized’’ for ‘‘Pay of the senior noncommis-

sioned officer of an armed force during terminal leave’’ 

in section catchline. 
Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 104–201, § 603(a), added subsec. 

(b) and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 

assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-

ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 

and for treatment of related references, see sections 

468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-

rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-

ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 

out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 211. Participation in Thrift Savings Plan 

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘member’’ means— 

(1) a member of the uniformed services serv-
ing on active duty; and 

(2) a member of the Ready Reserve in any 
pay status. 

(b) AUTHORITY.—Any member may participate 
in the Thrift Savings Plan in accordance with 
section 8440e of title 5. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION REGARDING SEPARA-
TION.—For purposes of subchapters III and VII of 
chapter 84 of title 5, each of the following ac-
tions shall, in the case of a member participat-
ing in the Thrift Savings Plan in accordance 
with section 8440e of such title, be considered a 
separation from Government employment: 

(1) Release of the member from active duty, 
not followed, before the end of the 31-day pe-
riod beginning on the day following the effec-
tive date of the release, by— 

(A) a resumption of active duty; or 
(B) an appointment to a position covered 

by chapter 83 or 84 of title 5 or an equivalent 

retirement system, as identified by the Ex-
ecutive Director (appointed by the Federal 
Retirement Thrift Investment Board) in reg-
ulations. 

(2) Transfer of the member to inactive 
status, or to a retired list pursuant to any pro-
vision of title 10. 

(d) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR RETENTION IN 
CRITICAL SPECIALTIES AND FIRST-TIME ENLIST-
EES.—(1) The Secretary concerned may enter 
into an agreement with a member to make con-
tributions to the Thrift Savings Fund for the 
benefit of the member if the member— 

(A)(i) is in a specialty designated by the Sec-
retary as critical to meet requirements 
(whether such specialty is designated as criti-
cal to meet wartime or peacetime require-
ments); and 

(ii) commits in such agreement to continue 
to serve on active duty in that specialty for a 
period of 6 years; or 

(B) is enlisting in the armed forces for the 
first time and the period of the member’s en-
listment is not less than two years. 

(2) Under any agreement entered into with a 
member under paragraph (1)(A), the Secretary 
shall make contributions to the Fund for the 
benefit of the member for each pay period of the 
6-year period of the agreement for which the 
member makes a contribution to the Fund 
under section 8440e of title 5 (other than under 
subsection (d)(2) thereof). 

(3) In the case of a member described by para-
graph (1)(B), the Secretary shall make contribu-
tions to the Fund for the benefit of the member 
for each pay period of the enlistment of the 
member described in that paragraph for which 
the member makes a contribution to the Fund 
under section 8440e of title 5 (other than under 
subsection (d)(2) thereof). 

(4) Paragraph (2) of section 8432(c) of title 5 ap-
plies to the Secretary’s obligation to make con-
tributions under this subsection, except that the 
reference in such paragraph (2) to contributions 
under paragraph (1) of such section 8432(c) does 
not apply. 

(e) REPAYMENT OF AMOUNTS BORROWED FROM 
MEMBER ACCOUNT.—If a loan is issued to a mem-
ber under section 8433(g) of title 5 from funds in 
the member’s account in the Thrift Savings 
Plan, repayment of the loan may be required on 
the same semi-monthly basis as authorized for 
contributions to the Thrift Savings Fund on be-
half of the member under section 1014(c) of this 
title. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title 
VI, §§ 661(a)(1)(A), 662, Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 670, 
672; Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title VI, § 605, Jan. 6, 
2006, 119 Stat. 3287; Pub. L. 110–181, div. A, title 
VI, § 605(b), Jan. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 146.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 110–181 added subsec. (e). 
2006—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–163, § 605(b), inserted 

‘‘and First-Time Enlistees’’ after ‘‘Specialties’’ in head-

ing. 
Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 109–163, § 605(a)(1), designated 

existing provisions of subpar. (A) as cl. (i), redesignated 

former subpar. (B) as cl. (ii) of subpar. (A) and sub-
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stituted ‘‘; or’’ for period at end, and added a new sub-

par. (B). 

Subsec. (d)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 109–163, § 605(a)(2)–(4), sub-

stituted ‘‘member under paragraph (1)(A)’’ for ‘‘member 

under paragraph (1)’’ in first sentence of par. (2), added 

par. (3), designated second sentence of par. (2) as (4), 

and in par. (4) substituted ‘‘this subsection’’ for ‘‘this 

paragraph’’. 

1999—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–65, § 662, added subsec. 

(d). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section and amendment by Pub. L. 106–65 effective 

180 days after Oct. 30, 2000, unless postponed, see sec-

tion 663 of Pub. L. 106–65, as amended, set out as a note 

under section 8440e of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

PILOT PROGRAM ON CONTRIBUTIONS TO THRIFT SAVINGS 

PLAN FOR INITIAL ENLISTEES IN THE ARMY 

Pub. L. 109–163, div. A, title VI, § 606, Jan. 6, 2006, 119 

Stat. 3287, as amended by Pub. L. 109–364, div. A, title 

VI, § 608, title X, § 1071(e)(3), Oct. 17, 2006, 120 Stat. 2247, 

2401, provided that: 

‘‘(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—During the period 

beginning on January 6, 2006, and ending on December 

31, 2008, the Secretary of the Army shall use the au-

thority provided by section 211(d)(1)(B) of title 37, 

United States Code, as amended by section 605, to carry 

out within the Army a pilot program in order to assess 

the extent to which contributions by the Secretary to 

the Thrift Savings Fund on behalf of members of the 

Army described in subsection (b) would— 

‘‘(1) assist the Army in recruiting efforts; and 

‘‘(2) assist such members in establishing habits of 

financial responsibility during their initial enlist-

ment in the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(b) COVERED MEMBERS.—To be eligible to participate 

in the pilot program under subsection (a), a member of 

the Army must be serving under an initial enlistment 

for a period of not less than two years. 

‘‘(c) CONTRIBUTIONS TO THRIFT SAVINGS FUND.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Army may 

make contributions to the Thrift Savings Fund on be-

half of any participant in the pilot program under 

subsection (a) for any pay period during the period of 

the pilot program. 

‘‘(2) LIMITATIONS.—The amount of any contribu-

tions made with respect to a member under para-

graph (1) shall be subject to the provisions of section 

8432(c) of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) REPORT.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 1, 2008, 

the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the congres-

sional defense committees [Committees on Armed 

Services and Appropriations of the Senate and the 

House of Representatives] a report on the pilot pro-

gram under subsection (a). 

‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—The report shall include the fol-

lowing: 

‘‘(A) A description of the pilot program, including 

the number of members of the Army who partici-

pated in the pilot program and the contributions 

made by the Army to the Thrift Savings Fund on 

behalf of such members during the period of the 

pilot program. 

‘‘(B) An assessment, based on the pilot program 

and taking into account the views of officers and 

senior enlisted personnel of the Army, and of field 

recruiters, of the extent to which contributions by 

the military departments to the Thrift Savings 

Fund on behalf of members of the Armed Forces 

similar to the participants in the pilot program— 

‘‘(i) would enhance the recruiting efforts of the 

Armed Forces; and 

‘‘(ii) would assist such members in establishing 

habits of financial responsibility during their ini-

tial enlistment in the Armed Forces.’’ 

§ 212. Advancement of basic pay: members de-
ployed in combat zone for more than one 
year 

(a) ELIGIBILITY; AMOUNT ADVANCED.—If a mem-
ber of the armed forces is assigned to duty in an 
area for which special pay under section 310 of 
this title is available and the assignment is pur-
suant to orders specifying an assignment of one 
year or more (or the assignment is extended be-
yond one year), the member may request, during 
the period of the assignment, the advanced pay-
ment of not more than three months of the basic 
pay of the member. 

(b) CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST.—A request by 
a member described in subsection (a) for the ad-
vanced payment of a single month of basic pay 
shall be granted. The Secretary concerned may 
grant a member’s request for a second or third 
month of advanced basic pay during the assign-
ment upon a showing of financial hardship. 

(c) RECOUPMENT OF ADVANCED PAY.—The Sec-
retary concerned shall recoup an advance made 
on the basic pay of a member under this section 
in equal installments over a one-year period be-
ginning as provided in subsection (d). If the 
member is serving on active duty for any month 
during the recoupment period, the amount of 
the installment for the month shall be deducted 
from the basic pay of the member for that 
month. The estate of a deceased member shall 
not be required to repay any portion of the ad-
vanced pay paid to the member and not repaid 
before the death of the member. 

(d) COMMENCEMENT OF RECOUPMENT.—The 
recoupment period for an advancement of basic 
pay to a member under this section shall com-
mence on the first day of the first month begin-
ning on or after the date on which the member 
receives the advanced pay. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–375, div. A, title VI, § 606(a), 
Oct. 28, 2004, 118 Stat. 1945.) 

CHAPTER 5—SPECIAL AND INCENTIVE PAYS 

SUBCHAPTER I—EXISTING SPECIAL PAY, 

INCENTIVE PAY, AND BONUS AUTHORITIES 

Sec. 

301. Incentive pay: hazardous duty. 
301a. Incentive pay: aviation career. 
301b. Special pay: aviation career officers extend-

ing period of active duty. 
301c. Incentive pay: submarine duty. 
301d. Multiyear retention bonus: medical officers of 

the armed forces. 
301e. Multiyear retention bonus: dental officers of 

the armed forces. 
302. Special pay: medical officers of the armed 

forces. 
302a. Special pay: optometrists. 
302b. Special pay: dental officers of the armed 

forces. 
302c. Special pay: psychologists and nonphysician 

health care providers. 
302c–1. Special pay: accession and retention bonuses 

for psychologists. 
302d. Special pay: accession bonus for registered 

nurses. 
302e. Special pay: nurse anesthetists. 
302f. Special pay: reserve, recalled, or retained 

health care officers. 
302g. Special pay: Selected Reserve health care 

professionals in critically short wartime 

specialties. 
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