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tion containing technical and conforming amendments 
to title 38, United States Code, and to other provisions 
of law, which reflect the changes made by this Act. 
Such legislation shall be submitted not later than 6 
months after the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 25, 
1988]. 

‘‘[SEC. 16. Repealed. Pub. L. 102–83, § 3(3), Aug. 6, 1991, 
105 Stat. 402.] 

‘‘SEC. 18. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection 
(b), this Act shall take effect on March 15, 1989. 

‘‘(b) APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law or of this Act, the President 
may, any time after January 21, 1989, appoint an indi-
vidual to serve as Secretary of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.’’ 

§ 302. Seal 

(a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
cause a seal of office to be made for the Depart-
ment of such device as the President shall ap-
prove. Judicial notice shall be taken of the seal. 

(b) Copies of any public document, record, or 
paper belonging to or in the files of the Depart-
ment, when authenticated by the seal and cer-
tified by the Secretary (or by an officer or em-
ployee of the Department to whom authority 
has been delegated in writing by the Secretary), 
shall be evidence equal with the original there-
of. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 379.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Prior section 302 was renumbered section 1102 of this 
title. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 202 of this title prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 102–83, § 2(a). 

§ 303. Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

There is a Secretary of Veterans Affairs, who 
is the head of the Department and is appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. The Secretary is respon-
sible for the proper execution and administra-
tion of all laws administered by the Department 
and for the control, direction, and management 
of the Department. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–83, § 2(a), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 
Stat. 379.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in section 210(a), (b)(1) of this title and in second 
and third sentences of section 2 of Pub. L. 100–527, 
known as the Department of Veterans Affairs Act, 
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 102–83, §§ 2(a), 3(1). 

NOTICE TO CONGRESSIONAL VETERANS COMMITTEES OF 
CERTAIN TRANSFERS OF FUNDS 

Pub. L. 109–461, title X, § 1001, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat. 
3464, provided that: ‘‘To the extent that the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs is required or directed, under any 
provision of law, to provide written notice to any com-
mittee of Congress other than the Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs of the House of Representatives on the 
transfer of appropriations from one account to any 
other account, the Secretary shall also transmit such 
notice to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives.’’ 

NATIONAL CENTER ON WAR-RELATED ILLNESSES AND 
POST-DEPLOYMENT HEALTH ISSUES 

Pub. L. 105–368, title I, § 103, Nov. 11, 1998, 112 Stat. 
3322, provided that: 

‘‘(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall seek to enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, or another appropriate 
independent organization, under which such entity 
shall assist in developing a plan for the establishment 
of a national center or national centers for the study of 
war-related illnesses and post-deployment health is-
sues. The purposes of such a center may include— 

‘‘(1) carrying out and promoting research regarding 
the etiologies, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention 
of war-related illnesses and post-deployment health 
issues; and 

‘‘(2) promoting the development of appropriate 
health policies, including monitoring, medical rec-
ordkeeping, risk communication, and use of new 
technologies. 
‘‘(b) RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORT.—With respect to 

such a center, an agreement under this section shall 
provide for the Academy (or other entity) to— 

‘‘(1) make recommendations regarding: (A) design 
of an organizational structure or structures, oper-
ational scope, staffing and resource needs, establish-
ment of appropriate databases, the advantages of sin-
gle or multiple sites, mechanisms for implementing 
recommendations on policy, and relationship to aca-
demic or scientific entities; (B) the role or roles that 
relevant Federal departments and agencies should 
have in the establishment and operation of any such 
center or centers; and (C) such other matters as it 
considers appropriate; and 

‘‘(2) report to the Secretary, the Secretaries of De-
fense and Health and Human Services, and the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House 
of Representatives, not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 11, 1998], on 
its recommendations. 
‘‘(c) REPORT ON ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL CEN-

TER.—Not later than 60 days after receiving the report 
under subsection (b), the Secretaries specified in sub-
section (b)(2) shall submit to the Committees on Veter-
ans’ Affairs and Armed Services of the Senate and the 
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs and Natoinal [sic] Se-
curity of the House of Representatives a joint report on 
the findings and recommendations contained in that 
report. Such report may set forth an operational plan 
for carrying out any recommendation in that report to 
establish a national center or centers for the study of 
war-related illnesses. No action to carry out such plan 
may be taken after the submission of such report until 
the end of a 90-day period following the date of the sub-
mission.’’ 

SPECIFICATION IN BUDGET SUBMISSIONS OF FUNDS FOR 
CERTAIN VETERANS BENEFITS 

Pub. L. 100–687, div. B, title XIV, § 1404, Nov. 18, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4131, as amended by Pub. L. 102–83, §§ 5(c)(2), 
6(k)(3), Aug. 6, 1991, 105 Stat. 406, 409, provided that: 

‘‘(a) BUDGET INFORMATION.—In the documentation 
providing detailed information on the budgets for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of 
Labor that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the 
Secretary of Labor, respectively, submit to the Con-
gress in conjunction with the President’s budget sub-
mission for each fiscal year pursuant to section 1105 of 
title 31, United States Code, the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs and the Secretary of Labor shall identify, to the 
maximum extent feasible, the estimated amount in 
each of the appropriation requests for Department of 
Veterans Affairs accounts and Department of Labor ac-
counts, respectively, that is to be obligated for the fur-
nishing of each of the following services or benefits 
only to, or with respect to, veterans who performed ac-
tive military, naval, or air service in combat with the 
enemy or in a theatre of combat operations during a 
period of war or other hostilities: 
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