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§ 1704. Reimbursement 

(a) Payments reimbursable; filing claim for reim-
bursement; regulations for payment of direct 
benefits 

Where any employer or his insurance carrier 
or compensation fund pays or is required to pay 
benefits— 

(1) to any person or fund on account of in-
jury or death of any person coming within the 
purview of this subchapter or chapter 11 of 
this title, if such injury or death arose from a 
war-risk hazard, which are payable under any 
workmen’s compensation law of the United 
States or of any State, Territory, or posses-
sion of the United States, or other jurisdic-
tion; or 

(2) to any person by reason of any agreement 
outstanding on December 2, 1942 made in ac-
cordance with a contract between the United 
States and any contractor therewith to pay 
benefits with respect to the death of any em-
ployee of such contractor occurring under cir-
cumstances not entitling such person to bene-
fits under any workmen’s compensation law or 
to pay benefits with respect to the failure of 
the United States or its contractor to furnish 
transportation upon the completion of the em-
ployment of any employee of such contractor 
to his home or to the place where he was em-
ployed; or 

(3) to any person by reason of an agreement 
approved or authorized by the United States 
under which a contractor with the United 
States has agreed to pay workmen’s com-
pensation benefits or benefits in the nature of 
workmen’s compensation benefits to an in-
jured employee or his dependents on account 
of detention by a hostile force or person or on 
account of injury or death arising from a war- 
risk hazard; 

such employer, carrier, or fund shall be entitled 
to be reimbursed for all benefits so paid or pay-
able, including funeral and burial expenses, med-
ical, hospital, or other similar costs for treat-
ment and care; and reasonable and necessary 
claims expense in connection therewith. Claim 
for such reimbursement shall be filed with the 
Secretary under regulations promulgated by 
him, and such claims, or such part thereof as 
may be allowed by the Secretary, shall be paid 
from the compensation fund established under 
section 8147 of title 5. The Secretary may, under 
such regulations as he shall prescribe, pay such 
benefits, as they accrue and in lieu of reimburse-
ment, directly to any person entitled thereto, 
and the insolvency of such employer, insurance 
carrier, or compensation fund shall not affect 
the right of the beneficiaries of such benefits to 
receive the compensation directly from the said 
compensation fund established under section 
8147 of title 5. The Secretary may also, under 
such regulations as he shall prescribe, use any 
private facilities, or such Government facilities 
as may be available, for the treatment or care of 
any person entitled thereto. 

(b) Charging of premiums as prohibiting reim-
bursement 

No reimbursement shall be made under this 
subchapter in any case in which the Secretary 

finds that the benefits paid or payable were on 
account of injury, detention, or death which 
arose from a war-risk hazard for which a pre-
mium (which included an additional charge or 
loading for such hazard) was charged. 

(c) Injury or death occurring within any State 

The provisions of this section shall not apply 
with respect to benefits on account of any injury 
or death occurring within any State. 

(Dec. 2, 1942, ch. 668, title I, § 104, 56 Stat. 1031; 
Pub. L. 85–608, title I, § 104, Aug. 8, 1958, 72 Stat. 
537; Pub. L. 86–70, § 42(b), June 25, 1959, 73 Stat. 
151.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 8147 of title 5’’ substituted for 
‘‘section 35 of such Act of September 7, 1916, as amend-
ed’’, on authority of Pub. L. 89–554, § 7(b), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 631, the first section of which enacted Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1959—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 86–70 added subsec. (c). 
1958–Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 85–608 substituted ‘‘a hos-

tile force or person’’ for ‘‘the enemy’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1959 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 86–70 effective June 25, 1959, 
see section 47(g) of Pub. L. 86–70, set out as a note under 
section 1651 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 85–608 effective June 30, 1958, 
see section 402 of Pub. L. 85–608, set out as a note under 
section 1651 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions to Secretary of Labor, see 
note set out under section 1711 of this title. 

§ 1705. Receipt of workmen’s compensation bene-
fits 

(a) Receipt of benefits under other provisions 

No benefits shall be paid or furnished under 
the provisions of this subchapter for injury or 
death to any person who recovers or receives 
workmen’s compensation benefits for the same 
injury or death under any other law of the 
United States, or under the law of any State, 
Territory, possession, foreign country, or other 
jurisdiction, or benefits in the nature of work-
men’s compensation benefits payable under an 
agreement approved or authorized by the United 
States pursuant to which a contractor with the 
United States has undertaken to provide such 
benefits. 

(b) Lien and right of recovery against compensa-
tion payable under other provisions 

The Secretary shall have a lien and a right of 
recovery, to the extent of any payments made 
under this subchapter on account of injury or 
death, against any compensation payable under 
any other workmen’s compensation law on ac-
count of the same injury or death; and any 
amounts recovered under this subsection shall 
be covered into the fund established under sec-
tion 8147 of title 5. 

(c) Receipt of wages as credit against payment 
under this subchapter; intervention by Sec-
retary in proceeding to recover wages, etc. 

Where any person specified in section 1701(a) 
of this title, or the dependent, beneficiary, or al-
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