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families where there is both child maltreatment 
and domestic violence or dating violence. 
Amounts distributed under this section may 
only be used for programs and activities de-
scribed in subsection (g) of this section. 

(g) Programs and activities 

The programs and activities developed under 
this section shall— 

(1) encourage cross training, education, serv-
ice development, and collaboration among 
child welfare agencies, domestic violence vic-
tim service providers, and courts, law enforce-
ment agencies, community-based programs, 
and other entities, in order to ensure that 
such entities have the capacity to and will 
identify, assess, and respond appropriately 
to— 

(A) domestic violence or dating violence in 
homes where children are present and may 
be exposed to the violence; 

(B) domestic violence or dating violence in 
child protection cases; and 

(C) the needs of both the child and non-
abusing parent; 

(2) establish and implement policies, proce-
dures, programs, and practices for child wel-
fare agencies, domestic violence victim service 
providers, courts, law enforcement agencies, 
and other entities, that are consistent with 
the principles of protecting and increasing the 
immediate and long-term safety and well 
being of children and non-abusing parents and 
caretakers; 

(3) increase cooperation and enhance link-
ages between child welfare agencies, domestic 
violence victim service providers, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and other entities to 
provide more comprehensive community-based 
services (including health, mental health, so-
cial service, housing, and neighborhood re-
sources) to protect and to serve both child and 
adult victims; 

(4) identify, assess, and respond appro-
priately to domestic violence or dating vio-
lence in child protection cases and to child 
maltreatment when it co-occurs with domestic 
violence or dating violence; 

(5) analyze and change policies, procedures, 
and protocols that contribute to overrepre-
sentation of certain populations in the court 
and child welfare system; and 

(6) provide appropriate referrals to commu-
nity-based programs and resources, such as 
health and mental health services, shelter and 
housing assistance for adult and youth victims 
and their children, legal assistance and advo-
cacy for adult and youth victims, assistance 
for parents to help their children cope with 
the impact of exposure to domestic violence or 
dating violence and child maltreatment, ap-
propriate intervention and treatment for adult 
perpetrators of domestic violence or dating 
violence whose children are the subjects of 
child protection cases, programs providing 
support and assistance to underserved popu-
lations, and other necessary supportive serv-
ices. 

(h) Grantee requirements 

(1) Applications 

Under this section, an entity shall prepare 
and submit to the Secretary an application at 

such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary may re-
quire, consistent with the requirements de-
scribed herein. The application shall— 

(A) ensure that communities impacted by 
these systems or organizations are ade-
quately represented in the development of 
the application, the programs and activities 
to be undertaken, and that they have a sig-
nificant role in evaluating the success of the 
project; 

(B) describe how the training and collabo-
ration activities will enhance or ensure the 
safety and economic security of families 
where both child maltreatment and domes-
tic violence or dating violence occurs by pro-
viding appropriate resources, protection, and 
support to the victimized parents of such 
children and to the children themselves; and 

(C) outline methods and means participat-
ing entities will use to ensure that all serv-
ices are provided in a developmentally, lin-
guistically and culturally competent man-
ner and will utilize community-based sup-
ports and resources. 

(2) Eligible entities 

To be eligible for a grant under this section, 
an entity shall be a collaboration that— 

(A) shall include a State or local child wel-
fare agency or Indian Tribe; 

(B) shall include a domestic violence or 
dating violence victim service provider; 

(C) shall include a law enforcement agency 
or Bureau of Indian Affairs providing tribal 
law enforcement; 

(D) may include a court; and 
(E) may include any other such agencies or 

private nonprofit organizations and faith- 
based organizations, including community- 
based organizations, with the capacity to 
provide effective help to the child and adult 
victims served by the collaboration. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 41203, as added Pub. L. 
109–162, title III, § 303, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3008.) 

§ 14043c–3. Grants to combat domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking 
in middle and high schools 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting 
Teens through Education and Protection Act of 
2005’’ or the ‘‘STEP Act’’. 

(b) Grants authorized 

The Attorney General, through the Director of 
the Office on Violence Against Women, is au-
thorized to award grants to middle schools and 
high schools that work with domestic violence 
and sexual assault experts to enable the 
schools— 

(1) to provide training to school administra-
tors, faculty, counselors, coaches, healthcare 
providers, security personnel, and other staff 
on the needs and concerns of students who ex-
perience domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, or stalking, and the impact of 
such violence on students; 

(2) to develop and implement policies in mid-
dle and high schools regarding appropriate, 
safe responses to, and identification and refer-
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ral procedures for, students who are experienc-
ing or perpetrating domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking, including 
procedures for handling the requirements of 
court protective orders issued to or against 
students or school personnel, in a manner that 
ensures the safety of the victim and holds the 
perpetrator accountable; 

(3) to provide support services for students 
and school personnel, such as a resource per-
son who is either on-site or on-call, and who is 
an expert described in subsections (i)(2) and 
(i)(3) of this section, for the purpose of devel-
oping and strengthening effective prevention 
and intervention strategies for students and 
school personnel experiencing domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault or stalk-
ing; 

(4) to provide developmentally appropriate 
educational programming to students regard-
ing domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 
assault, and stalking, and the impact of expe-
riencing domestic violence, dating violence, 
sexual assault, and stalking on children and 
youth by adapting existing curricula activities 
to the relevant student population; 

(5) to work with existing mentoring pro-
grams and develop strong mentoring programs 
for students, including student athletes, to 
help them understand and recognize violence 
and violent behavior, how to prevent it and 
how to appropriately address their feelings; 
and 

(6) to conduct evaluations to assess the im-
pact of programs and policies assisted under 
this section in order to enhance the develop-
ment of the programs. 

(c) Award basis 

The Director shall award grants and contracts 
under this section on a competitive basis. 

(d) Policy dissemination 

The Director shall disseminate to middle and 
high schools any existing Department of Jus-
tice, Department of Health and Human Services, 
and Department of Education policy guidance 
and curricula regarding the prevention of do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 
and stalking, and the impact of the violence on 
children and youth. 

(e) Nondisclosure of confidential or private in-
formation 

In order to ensure the safety of adult, youth, 
and minor victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, or stalking and their 
families, grantees and subgrantees shall protect 
the confidentiality and privacy of persons re-
ceiving services. Grantees and subgrantees pur-
suant to this section shall not disclose any per-
sonally identifying information or individual in-
formation collected in connection with services 
requested, utilized, or denied through grantees’ 
and subgrantees’ programs. Grantees and sub-
grantees shall not reveal individual client infor-
mation without the informed, written, reason-
ably time-limited consent of the person (or in 
the case of unemancipated minor, the minor and 
the parent or guardian, except that consent for 
release may not be given by the abuser of the 
minor or of the other parent of the minor) about 

whom information is sought, whether for this 
program or any other Tribal, Federal, State or 
Territorial grant program. If release of such in-
formation is compelled by statutory or court 
mandate, grantees and subgrantees shall make 
reasonable attempts to provide notice to victims 
affected by the disclosure of information. If such 
personally identifying information is or will be 
revealed, grantees and subgrantees shall take 
steps necessary to protect the privacy and safe-
ty of the persons affected by the release of the 
information. Grantees may share non-personally 
identifying data in the aggregate regarding serv-
ices to their clients and non-personally identify-
ing demographic information in order to comply 
with Tribal, Federal, State or Territorial report-
ing, evaluation, or data collection requirements. 
Grantees and subgrantees may share court-gen-
erated information contained in secure, govern-
mental registries for protection order enforce-
ment purposes. 

(f) Grant term and allocation 

(1) Term 

The Director shall make the grants under 
this section for a period of 3 fiscal years. 

(2) Allocation 

Not more than 15 percent of the funds avail-
able to a grantee in a given year shall be used 
for the purposes described in subsection (b)(4), 
(b)(5), and (b)(6) of this section. 

(g) Distribution 

(1) In general 

Not less than 5 percent of funds appropriated 
under subsection (l) of this section in any year 
shall be available for grants to tribal schools, 
schools on tribal lands or schools whose stu-
dent population is more than 25 percent Native 
American. 

(2) Administration 

The Director shall not use more than 5 per-
cent of funds appropriated under subsection (l) 
of this section in any year for administration, 
monitoring and evaluation of grants made 
available under this section. 

(3) Training, technical assistance, and data col-
lection 

Not less than 5 percent of funds appropriated 
under subsection (l) of this section in any year 
shall be available to provide training, tech-
nical assistance, and data collection for pro-
grams funded under this section. 

(h) Application 

To be eligible to be awarded a grant or con-
tract under this section for any fiscal year, a 
middle or secondary school, in consultation with 
an expert as described in subsections (i)(2) and 
(i)(3) of this section, shall submit an application 
to the Director at such time and in such manner 
as the Director shall prescribe. 

(i) Eligible entities 

To be eligible to receive a grant under this 
section, an entity shall be a partnership that— 

(1) shall include a public, charter, tribal, or 
nationally accredited private middle or high 
school, a school administered by the Depart-
ment of Defense under 10 U.S.C. 2164 or 20 
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U.S.C. 921, a group of schools, or a school dis-
trict; 

(2) shall include a domestic violence victim 
service provider that has a history of working 
on domestic violence and the impact that do-
mestic violence and dating violence have on 
children and youth; 

(3) shall include a sexual assault victim serv-
ice provider, such as a rape crisis center, pro-
gram serving tribal victims of sexual assault, 
or coalition or other nonprofit nongovern-
mental organization carrying out a commu-
nity-based sexual assault program, that has a 
history of effective work concerning sexual as-
sault and the impact that sexual assault has 
on children and youth; and 

(4) may include a law enforcement agency, 
the State, Tribal, Territorial or local court, 
nonprofit nongovernmental organizations and 
service providers addressing sexual harass-
ment, bullying or gang-related violence in 
schools, and any other such agencies or non-
profit nongovernmental organizations with 
the capacity to provide effective assistance to 
the adult, youth, and minor victims served by 
the partnership. 

(j) Priority 

In awarding grants under this section, the Di-
rector shall give priority to entities that have 
submitted applications in partnership with rel-
evant courts or law enforcement agencies. 

(k) Reporting and dissemination of information 

(1) Reporting 

Each of the entities that are members of the 
applicant partnership described in subsection 
(i) of this section, that receive a grant under 
this section shall jointly prepare and submit 
to the Director every 18 months a report de-
tailing the activities that the entities have 
undertaken under the grant and such addi-
tional information as the Director shall re-
quire. 

(2) Dissemination of information 

Within 9 months of the completion of the 
first full grant cycle, the Director shall pub-
licly disseminate, including through elec-
tronic means, model policies and procedures 
developed and implemented in middle and high 
schools by the grantees, including information 
on the impact the policies have had on their 
respective schools and communities. 

(l) Authorization of appropriations 

(1) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, $5,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2007 through 2011. 

(2) Availability 

Funds appropriated under paragraph (1) shall 
remain available until expended. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 41204, as added Pub. L. 
109–162, title III, § 303, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3010; 
amended Pub. L. 109–271, § 4(a), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 
Stat. 758.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 109–271 substituted 
‘‘(b)(4)’’ for ‘‘(b)(4)(D)’’. 

PART L—STRENGTHENING AMERICA’S FAMILIES 
BY PREVENTING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN 

CODIFICATION 

This part was, in the original, subtitle M of title IV 
of Pub. L. 103–322, as added by Pub. L. 109–162, and has 
been redesignated as part L of this subchapter for pur-
poses of codification. 

§ 14043d. Findings 

Congress finds that— 
(1) the former United States Advisory Board 

on Child Abuse suggests that domestic vio-
lence may be the single major precursor to 
child abuse and neglect fatalities in this coun-
try; 

(2) studies suggest that as many as 10,000,000 
children witness domestic violence every year; 

(3) studies suggest that among children and 
teenagers, recent exposure to violence in the 
home was a significant factor in predicting a 
child’s violent behavior; 

(4) a study by the Nurse-Family Partnership 
found that children whose parents did not par-
ticipate in home visitation programs that pro-
vided coaching in parenting skills, advice and 
support, were almost 5 times more likely to be 
abused in their first 2 years of life; 

(5) a child’s exposure to domestic violence 
seems to pose the greatest independent risk 
for being the victim of any act of partner vio-
lence as an adult; 

(6) children exposed to domestic violence are 
more likely to believe that using violence is 
an effective means of getting one’s needs met 
and managing conflict in close relationships; 

(7) children exposed to abusive parenting, 
harsh or erratic discipline, or domestic vio-
lence are at increased risk for juvenile crime; 
and 

(8) in a national survey of more than 6,000 
American families, 50 percent of men who fre-
quently assaulted their wives also frequently 
abused their children. 

(Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 41301, as added Pub. L. 
109–162, title IV, § 401, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3017.) 

§ 14043d–1. Purpose 

The purpose of this part is to— 
(1) prevent crimes involving violence against 

women, children, and youth; 
(2) increase the resources and services avail-

able to prevent violence against women, chil-
dren, and youth; 

(3) reduce the impact of exposure to violence 
in the lives of children and youth so that the 
intergenerational cycle of violence is inter-
rupted; 

(4) develop and implement education and 
services programs to prevent children in vul-
nerable families from becoming victims or 
perpetrators of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault, or stalking; 

(5) promote programs to ensure that chil-
dren and youth receive the assistance they 
need to end the cycle of violence and develop 
mutually respectful, nonviolent relationships; 
and 

(6) encourage collaboration among commu-
nity-based organizations and governmental 
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