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for the applicant to check to indicate 
whether or not the applicant will be 18 
years of age or older on election day. 

(iii) The statement ‘‘If you checked ‘no’ 
in response to either of these questions, do 
not complete this form.’’. 

(iv) A statement informing the individ-
ual that if the form is submitted by mail 
and the individual is registering for the 
first time, the appropriate information re-
quired under this section must be submit-
ted with the mail-in registration form in 
order to avoid the additional identification 
requirements upon voting for the first 
time. 

(B) Incomplete forms 

If an applicant for voter registration fails 
to answer the question included on the mail 
voter registration form pursuant to subpara-
graph (A)(i), the registrar shall notify the 
applicant of the failure and provide the ap-
plicant with an opportunity to complete the 
form in a timely manner to allow for the 
completion of the registration form prior to 
the next election for Federal office (subject 
to State law). 

(5) Construction 

Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to require a State that was not required 
to comply with a provision of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg 
et seq.) before October 29, 2002, to comply with 
such a provision after October 29, 2002. 

(c) Permitted use of last 4 digits of social secu-
rity numbers 

The last 4 digits of a social security number 
described in subsections (a)(5)(A)(i)(II) and 
(b)(3)(B)(i)(II) of this section shall not be consid-
ered to be a social security number for purposes 
of section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 
552a note). 

(d) Effective date 

(1) Computerized statewide voter registration 
list requirements 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
each State and jurisdiction shall be required 
to comply with the requirements of sub-
section (a) of this section on and after Janu-
ary 1, 2004. 

(B) Waiver 

If a State or jurisdiction certifies to the 
Commission not later than January 1, 2004, 
that the State or jurisdiction will not meet 
the deadline described in subparagraph (A) 
for good cause and includes in the certifi-
cation the reasons for the failure to meet 
such deadline, subparagraph (A) shall apply 
to the State or jurisdiction as if the ref-
erence in such subparagraph to ‘‘January 1, 
2004’’ were a reference to ‘‘January 1, 2006’’. 

(2) Requirement for voters who register by 
mail 

(A) In general 

Each State and jurisdiction shall be re-
quired to comply with the requirements of 

subsection (b) of this section on and after 
January 1, 2004, and shall be prepared to re-
ceive registration materials submitted by 
individuals described in subparagraph (B) on 
and after the date described in such subpara-
graph. 

(B) Applicability with respect to individuals 

The provisions of subsection (b) of this sec-
tion shall apply to any individual who reg-
isters to vote on or after January 1, 2003. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 303, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1708.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The National Voter Registration Act of 1993, referred 
to in subsecs. (a)(2)(A)(i), (4)(A) and (b)(5), is Pub. L. 
103–31, May 20, 1993, 107 Stat. 77, as amended, which is 
classified principally to subchapter I–H (§ 1973gg et seq.) 
of chapter 20 of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out 
under section 1971 of this title and Tables. 

Section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974, referred to in 
subsecs. (a)(5)(D) and (c), is section 7 of Pub. L. 93–579, 
which is set out as a note under section 552a of Title 5, 
Government Organization and Employees. 

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Vot-
ing Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(3)(C)(i), is Pub. L. 
99–410, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 924, as amended, which is 
classified principally to subchapter I–G (§ 1973ff et seq.) 
of chapter 20 of this title. For complete classification 
of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1986 Amend-
ment note set out under section 1971 of this title and 
Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 303 of Pub. L. 107–252. 
Subsec. (a)(5)(C) of section 303 of Pub. L. 107–252 amend-
ed section 405 of this title. 

§ 15484. Minimum requirements 

The requirements established by this sub-
chapter are minimum requirements and nothing 
in this subchapter shall be construed to prevent 
a State from establishing election technology 
and administration requirements that are more 
strict than the requirements established under 
this subchapter so long as such State require-
ments are not inconsistent with the Federal re-
quirements under this subchapter or any law de-
scribed in section 15545 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 304, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1714.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title III of Pub. L. 107–252, 
Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1704, which is classified prin-
cipally to this subchapter. For complete classification 
of title III to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 15485. Methods of implementation left to discre-
tion of State 

The specific choices on the methods of com-
plying with the requirements of this subchapter 
shall be left to the discretion of the State. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 305, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1714.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title III of Pub. L. 107–252, 
Oct. 29, 2002, 116 Stat. 1704, which is classified prin-
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cipally to this subchapter. For complete classification 
of title III to the Code, see Tables. 

PART B—VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE 

§ 15501. Adoption of voluntary guidance by Com-
mission 

(a) In general 

To assist States in meeting the requirements 
of part A of this subchapter, the Commission 
shall adopt voluntary guidance consistent with 
such requirements in accordance with the proce-
dures described in section 15502 of this title. 

(b) Deadlines 

The Commission shall adopt the recommenda-
tions under this section not later than— 

(1) in the case of the recommendations with 
respect to section 15481 of this title, January 1, 
2004; 

(2) in the case of the recommendations with 
respect to section 15482 of this title, October 1, 
2003; and 

(3) in the case of the recommendations with 
respect to section 15483 of this title, October 1, 
2003. 

(c) Quadrennial update 

The Commission shall review and update rec-
ommendations adopted with respect to section 
15481 of this title no less frequently than once 
every 4 years. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 311, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1715.) 

§ 15502. Process for adoption 

The adoption of the voluntary guidance under 
this part shall be carried out by the Commission 
in a manner that provides for each of the follow-
ing: 

(1) Publication of notice of the proposed rec-
ommendations in the Federal Register. 

(2) An opportunity for public comment on 
the proposed recommendations. 

(3) An opportunity for a public hearing on 
the record. 

(4) Publication of the final recommendations 
in the Federal Register. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 312, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1715.) 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT 

§ 15511. Actions by the Attorney General for de-
claratory and injunctive relief 

The Attorney General may bring a civil action 
against any State or jurisdiction in an appro-
priate United States District Court for such de-
claratory and injunctive relief (including a tem-
porary restraining order, a permanent or tem-
porary injunction, or other order) as may be 
necessary to carry out the uniform and non-
discriminatory election technology and admin-
istration requirements under sections 15481, 
15482, and 15483 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title IV, § 401, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1715.) 

§ 15512. Establishment of State-based administra-
tive complaint procedures to remedy griev-
ances 

(a) Establishment of State-based administrative 
complaint procedures to remedy grievances 

(1) Establishment of procedures as condition of 
receiving funds 

If a State receives any payment under a pro-
gram under this chapter, the State shall be re-
quired to establish and maintain State-based 
administrative complaint procedures which 
meet the requirements of paragraph (2). 

(2) Requirements for procedures 

The requirements of this paragraph are as 
follows: 

(A) The procedures shall be uniform and 
nondiscriminatory. 

(B) Under the procedures, any person who 
believes that there is a violation of any pro-
vision of subchapter III of this chapter (in-
cluding a violation which has occurred, is 
occurring, or is about to occur) may file a 
complaint. 

(C) Any complaint filed under the proce-
dures shall be in writing and notarized, and 
signed and sworn by the person filing the 
complaint. 

(D) The State may consolidate complaints 
filed under subparagraph (B). 

(E) At the request of the complainant, 
there shall be a hearing on the record. 

(F) If, under the procedures, the State de-
termines that there is a violation of any pro-
vision of subchapter III of this chapter, the 
State shall provide the appropriate remedy. 

(G) If, under the procedures, the State de-
termines that there is no violation, the 
State shall dismiss the complaint and pub-
lish the results of the procedures. 

(H) The State shall make a final deter-
mination with respect to a complaint prior 
to the expiration of the 90-day period which 
begins on the date the complaint is filed, un-
less the complainant consents to a longer 
period for making such a determination. 

(I) If the State fails to meet the deadline 
applicable under subparagraph (H), the com-
plaint shall be resolved within 60 days under 
alternative dispute resolution procedures es-
tablished for purposes of this section. The 
record and other materials from any pro-
ceedings conducted under the complaint pro-
cedures established under this section shall 
be made available for use under the alter-
native dispute resolution procedures. 

(b) Requiring Attorney General approval of com-
pliance plan for States not receiving funds 

(1) In general 

Not later than January 1, 2004, each nonpar-
ticipating State shall elect— 

(A) to certify to the Commission that the 
State meets the requirements of subsection 
(a) of this section in the same manner as a 
State receiving a payment under this chap-
ter; or 

(B) to submit a compliance plan to the At-
torney General which provides detailed in-
formation on the steps the State will take to 
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