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Board under this subchapter. The State and 
Local Board may administer oaths or affir-
mations to witnesses appearing before it. 

(B) Witness expenses 

Witnesses requested to appear before the 
State and Local Board may be paid the same 
fees as are paid to witnesses under section 
1821 of title 28. The per diem and mileage al-
lowances for witnesses shall be paid from 
funds appropriated to the State and Local 
Board. 

(2) Information from Federal agencies 

Subject to sections 552, 552a, and 552b of title 
5— 

(A) the State and Local Board may secure 
directly from any Federal department or 
agency information necessary to enable it to 
carry out this subchapter; and 

(B) upon request of the State and Local 
Board, the head of that department or agen-
cy shall furnish the information to the State 
and Local Board. 

(3) Information to be kept confidential 

The State and Local Board shall not disclose 
any information which may compromise an 
ongoing law enforcement investigation or is 
otherwise required by law to be kept confiden-
tial. 

(f) Compensation 

(1) In general 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), each 
State and Local Board member shall be com-
pensated at a rate equal to the daily equiva-
lent of the annual rate of basic pay prescribed 
for level IV of the Executive Schedule under 
section 5315 of title 5 for each day (including 
travel time) during which such State and 
Local Board member is engaged in the per-
formance of the duties of the State and Local 
Board. 

(2) Prohibition of compensation for govern-
ment employees 

State and Local Board members who serve 
as officers or employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment or a State or a local government may 
not receive additional pay, allowances, or ben-
efits by reason of their service on the State 
and Local Board. 

(3) Travel expenses 

Each State and Local Board member shall 
receive travel expenses, including per diem in 
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with appli-
cable provisions under subchapter I of chapter 
57 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 203, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2991.) 

§ 15254. Presentation of State and Local Law En-
forcement Badges 

(a) Presentation by Member of Congress 

A Member of Congress may present a State 
and Local Law Enforcement Badge to any State 
and Local Law Enforcement Badge recipient 
who resides in such Member’s congressional dis-
trict. If both a Senator and Representative 
choose to present a State and Local Law En-

forcement Badge, such Senator and Representa-
tive shall make a joint presentation. 

(b) Presentation by Attorney General 

If no Member of Congress chooses to present 
the State and Local Law Enforcement Badge as 
described in subsection (a), the Attorney Gen-
eral, or a designee of the Attorney General, 
shall present such State and Local Law Enforce-
ment Badge. 

(c) Presentation arrangements 

The office of the Member of Congress present-
ing each State and Local Law Enforcement 
Badge may make arrangements for the presen-
tation of such State and Local Law Enforcement 
Badge, and if a Senator and Representative 
choose to participate jointly as described in sub-
section (a), the Members shall make joint ar-
rangements. The State and Local Board shall fa-
cilitate any such presentation arrangements as 
requested by the congressional office presenting 
the State and Local Law Enforcement Badge 
and shall make arrangements in cases not 
undertaken by Members of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title II, § 204, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2993.) 

SUBCHAPTER III—CONGRESSIONAL BADGE 
OF BRAVERY OFFICE 

§ 15261. Congressional Badge of Bravery Office 

(a) Establishment 

There is established within the Department of 
Justice a Congressional Badge of Bravery Office. 

(b) Duties 

The Office shall— 
(1) receive nominations from Federal agency 

heads on behalf of the Federal Board and de-
liver such nominations to the Federal Board 
at Federal Board meetings described in section 
15243(d)(2) of this title; 

(2) receive nominations from State or local 
agency heads on behalf of the State and Local 
Board and deliver such nominations to the 
State and Local Board at State and Local 
Board meetings described in section 15253(d)(2) 
of this title; and 

(3) provide staff support to the Federal 
Board and the State and Local Board to carry 
out the duties described in section 15243(b) and 
section 15253(b) of this title, respectively. 

(Pub. L. 110–298, title III, § 301, July 31, 2008, 122 
Stat. 2994.) 

CHAPTER 146—ELECTION ADMINISTRATION 
IMPROVEMENT 

SUBCHAPTER I—PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR 
ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENTS 
AND REPLACEMENT OF PUNCH CARD AND 
LEVER VOTING MACHINES 

Sec. 

15301. Payments to States for activities to improve 
administration of elections. 

15302. Replacement of punch card or lever voting 
machines. 

15303. Guaranteed minimum payment amount. 
15304. Authorization of appropriations. 
15305. Administration of programs. 
15306. Effective date. 
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Sec. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMISSION 

PART A—ESTABLISHMENT AND GENERAL ORGANIZATION 

SUBPART 1—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 

15321. Establishment. 
15322. Duties. 
15323. Membership and appointment. 
15324. Staff. 
15325. Powers. 
15326. Dissemination of information. 
15327. Annual report. 
15328. Requiring majority approval for actions. 
15329. Limitation on rulemaking authority. 
15330. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 2—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
STANDARDS BOARD AND BOARD OF ADVISORS 

15341. Establishment. 
15342. Duties. 
15343. Membership of Standards Board. 
15344. Membership of Board of Advisors. 
15345. Powers of Boards; no compensation for serv-

ice. 
15346. Status of Boards and members for purposes of 

claims against Board. 

SUBPART 3—TECHNICAL GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

15361. Technical Guidelines Development Commit-
tee. 

15362. Process for adoption. 

PART B—TESTING, CERTIFICATION, DECERTIFICATION, 
AND RECERTIFICATION OF VOTING SYSTEM HARDWARE 
AND SOFTWARE 

15371. Certification and testing of voting systems. 

PART C—STUDIES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

15381. Periodic studies of election administration is-
sues. 

15382. Study, report, and recommendations on best 
practices for facilitating military and over-
seas voting. 

15383. Report on human factor research. 
15384. Study and report on voters who register by 

mail and use of Social Security informa-
tion. 

15385. Study and report on electronic voting and the 
electoral process. 

15386. Study and report on free absentee ballot post-
age. 

15387. Consultation with Standards Board and Board 
of Advisors. 

PART D—ELECTION ASSISTANCE 

SUBPART 1—REQUIREMENTS PAYMENTS 

15401. Requirements payments. 
15402. Allocation of funds. 
15403. Condition for receipt of funds. 
15404. State plan. 
15405. Process for development and filing of plan; 

publication by Commission. 
15406. Requirement for public notice and comment. 
15407. Authorization of appropriations. 
15408. Reports. 

SUBPART 2—PAYMENTS TO STATES AND UNITS OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT TO ASSURE ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH DISABILITIES 

15421. Payments to States and units of local govern-
ment to assure access for individuals with 
disabilities. 

15422. Amount of payment. 
15423. Requirements for eligibility. 
15424. Authorization of appropriations. 

Sec. 

15425. Reports. 

SUBPART 3—GRANTS FOR RESEARCH ON VOTING 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS 

15441. Grants for research on voting technology im-
provements. 

15442. Report. 
15443. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 4—PILOT PROGRAM FOR TESTING OF EQUIPMENT 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

15451. Pilot program. 
15452. Report. 
15453. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 5—PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEMS 

15461. Payments for protection and advocacy sys-
tems. 

15462. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 6—NATIONAL STUDENT AND PARENT MOCK 
ELECTION 

15471. National Student and Parent Mock Election. 
15472. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—UNIFORM AND NONDISCRIM-
INATORY ELECTION TECHNOLOGY AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

PART A—REQUIREMENTS 

15481. Voting systems standards. 
15482. Provisional voting and voting information re-

quirements. 
15483. Computerized statewide voter registration 

list requirements and requirements for vot-
ers who register by mail. 

15484. Minimum requirements. 
15485. Methods of implementation left to discretion 

of State. 

PART B—VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE 

15501. Adoption of voluntary guidance by Commis-
sion. 

15502. Process for adoption. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT 

15511. Actions by the Attorney General for declara-
tory and injunctive relief. 

15512. Establishment of State-based administrative 
complaint procedures to remedy grievances. 

SUBCHAPTER V—HELP AMERICA VOTE COLLEGE 
PROGRAM 

15521. Establishment of program. 
15522. Activities under Program. 
15523. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—TRANSFER TO COMMISSION OF 
FUNCTIONS UNDER CERTAIN LAWS 

15531. Transfer of functions of Office of Election Ad-
ministration of Federal Election Commis-
sion. 

15532. Transfer of functions. 
15533. Transfer of property, records, and personnel. 
15534. Effective date; transition. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

15541. State defined. 
15542. Audits and repayment of funds. 
15543. Review and report on adequacy of existing 

electoral fraud statutes and penalties. 
15544. Other criminal penalties. 
15545. No effect on other laws. 
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