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CONSTRUCTION OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

For construction of amendments by Pub. L. 110–199 
and requirements for grants made under such amend-
ments, see section 17504 of this title. 

§ 3796ff–4. Evaluation 

Each State that receives a grant under this 
subchapter shall submit to the Attorney General 
an evaluation not later than March 1 of each 
year in such form and containing such informa-
tion as the Attorney General may reasonably re-
quire. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 1905, as added Pub. L. 
103–322, title III, § 32101(a)(3), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 
Stat. 1900.) 

SUBCHAPTER XII–H—GRANTS TO COMBAT 
VIOLENT CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN 

§ 3796gg. Purpose of program and grants 

(a) General program purpose 

The purpose of this subchapter is to assist 
States, State and local courts (including juve-
nile courts), Indian tribal governments, tribal 
courts, and units of local government to develop 
and strengthen effective law enforcement and 
prosecution strategies to combat violent crimes 
against women, and to develop and strengthen 
victim services in cases involving violent crimes 
against women. 

(b) Purposes for which grants may be used 

Grants under this subchapter shall provide 
personnel, training, technical assistance, data 
collection and other equipment for the more 
widespread apprehension, prosecution, and adju-
dication of persons committing violent crimes 
against women, and specifically, for the pur-
poses of— 

(1) training law enforcement officers, judges, 
other court personnel, and prosecutors to 
more effectively identify and respond to vio-
lent crimes against women, including the 
crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, 
and dating violence; 

(2) developing, training, or expanding units 
of law enforcement officers, judges, other 
court personnel, and prosecutors specifically 
targeting violent crimes against women, in-
cluding the crimes of sexual assault and do-
mestic violence; 

(3) developing and implementing more effec-
tive police, court, and prosecution policies, 
protocols, orders, and services specifically de-
voted to preventing, identifying, and respond-
ing to violent crimes against women, includ-
ing the crimes of sexual assault and domestic 
violence; 

(4) developing, installing, or expanding data 
collection and communication systems, in-
cluding computerized systems, linking police, 
prosecutors, and courts or for the purpose of 
identifying and tracking arrests, protection 
orders, violations of protection orders, pros-
ecutions, and convictions for violent crimes 
against women, including the crimes of sexual 
assault and domestic violence; 

(5) developing, enlarging, or strengthening 
victim services programs, including sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, and dating violence 

programs, developing or improving delivery of 
victim services to underserved populations, 
providing specialized domestic violence court 
advocates in courts where a significant num-
ber of protection orders are granted, and in-
creasing reporting and reducing attrition 
rates for cases involving violent crimes 
against women, including crimes of sexual as-
sault and domestic violence; 

(6) developing, enlarging, or strengthening 
programs addressing stalking; 

(7) developing, enlarging, or strengthening 
programs addressing the needs and circum-
stances of Indian tribes in dealing with violent 
crimes against women, including the crimes of 
sexual assault and domestic violence; 

(8) supporting formal and informal state-
wide, multidisciplinary efforts, to the extent 
not supported by State funds, to coordinate 
the response of State law enforcement agen-
cies, prosecutors, courts, victim services agen-
cies, and other State agencies and depart-
ments, to violent crimes against women, in-
cluding the crimes of sexual assault, domestic 
violence, and dating violence; 

(9) training of sexual assault forensic medi-
cal personnel examiners in the collection and 
preservation of evidence, analysis, prevention, 
and providing expert testimony and treatment 
of trauma related to sexual assault; 

(10) developing, enlarging, or strengthening 
programs to assist law enforcement, prosecu-
tors, courts, and others to address the needs 
and circumstances of older and disabled 
women who are victims of domestic violence 
or sexual assault, including recognizing, inves-
tigating, and prosecuting instances of such 
violence or assault and targeting outreach and 
support, counseling, and other victim services 
to such older and disabled individuals; 

(11) providing assistance to victims of do-
mestic violence and sexual assault in immi-
gration matters; 

(12) maintaining core victim services and 
criminal justice initiatives, while supporting 
complementary new initiatives and emergency 
services for victims and their families; 

(13) supporting the placement of special vic-
tim assistants (to be known as ‘‘Jessica 
Gonzales Victim Assistants’’) in local law en-
forcement agencies to serve as liaisons be-
tween victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking and per-
sonnel in local law enforcement agencies in 
order to improve the enforcement of protec-
tion orders. Jessica Gonzales Victim Assist-
ants shall have expertise in domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking 
and may undertake the following activities— 

(A) developing, in collaboration with pros-
ecutors, courts, and victim service provid-
ers, standardized response policies for local 
law enforcement agencies, including triage 
protocols to ensure that dangerous or poten-
tially lethal cases are identified and prior-
itized; 

(B) notifying persons seeking enforcement 
of protection orders as to what responses 
will be provided by the relevant law enforce-
ment agency; 

(C) referring persons seeking enforcement 
of protection orders to supplementary serv-
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