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1 So in original. Probably should be preceded by ‘‘Nothing’’. 

(c) Use of funds 

A State or Indian tribal government may use 
Federal grant funds under this subchapter to 
pay for forensic medical exams performed by 
trained examiners for victims of sexual assault, 
except that such funds may not be used to pay 
for forensic medical exams by any State, Indian 
tribal government, or territorial government 
that requires victims of sexual assault to seek 
reimbursement for such exams from their insur-
ance carriers. 

(d) Rule of construction 

(1) In general 

in 1 this section shall be construed to permit 
a State, Indian tribal government, or terri-
torial government to require a victim of sex-
ual assault to participate in the criminal jus-
tice system or cooperate with law enforcement 
in order to be provided with a forensic medical 
exam, reimbursement for charges incurred on 
account of such an exam, or both. 

(2) Compliance period 

States, territories, and Indian tribal govern-
ments shall have 3 years from January 5, 2006, 
to come into compliance with this subsection. 

(e) Judicial notification 

(1) In general 

A State or unit of local government shall 
not be entitled to funds under this subchapter 
unless the State or unit of local government— 

(A) certifies that its judicial administra-
tive policies and practices include notifica-
tion to domestic violence offenders of the re-
quirements delineated in section 922(g)(8) 
and (g)(9) of title 18 and any applicable relat-
ed Federal, State, or local laws; or 

(B) gives the Attorney General assurances 
that its judicial administrative policies and 
practices will be in compliance with the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A) within the 
later of— 

(i) the period ending on the date on 
which the next session of the State legisla-
ture ends; or 

(ii) 2 years. 

(2) Redistribution 

Funds withheld from a State or unit of local 
government under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall be distributed to other States and 
units of local government, pro rata. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 2010, formerly § 2005, as 
added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40121(a)(3), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1914; renumbered § 2010, Pub. L. 
107–273, div. A, title IV, § 402(2), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1789; amended Pub. L. 108–405, title III, 
§ 310(b), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2276; Pub. L. 
109–162, title I, § 101(f), Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 2974; 
Pub. L. 109–271, § 2(j), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 753.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 109–162 added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–271 designated existing provi-

sions as par. (1), inserted par. heading, struck out 
‘‘Nothing’’ before ‘‘in this section’’, and added par. (2). 

Pub. L. 109–162 added subsec. (d). 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–162 added subsec. (e). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2006 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 109–162 not effective until the 
beginning of fiscal year 2007, see section 4 of Pub. L. 
109–162, set out as a note under section 3793 of this title. 

§ 3796gg–5. Costs for criminal charges and pro-
tection orders 

(a) In general 

A State, Indian tribal government, or unit of 
local government, shall not be entitled to funds 
under this subchapter unless the State, Indian 
tribal government, or unit of local govern-
ment— 

(1) certifies that its laws, policies, and prac-
tices do not require, in connection with the 
prosecution of any misdemeanor or felony do-
mestic violence offense, or in connection with 
the filing, issuance, registration, or service of 
a protection order, or a petition for a protec-
tion order, to protect a victim of domestic vio-
lence, stalking, or sexual assault, that the vic-
tim bear the costs associated with the filing of 
criminal charges against the offender, or the 
costs associated with the filing, issuance, reg-
istration, or service of a warrant, protection 
order, petition for a protection order, or wit-
ness subpoena, whether issued inside or out-
side the State, tribal, or local jurisdiction; or 

(2) gives the Attorney General assurances 
that its laws, policies and practices will be in 
compliance with the requirements of para-
graph (1) within the later of— 

(A) the period ending on the date on which 
the next session of the State legislature 
ends; or 

(B) 2 years after October 28, 2000. 

(b) Redistribution 

Funds withheld from a State, unit of local 
government, or Indian tribal government under 
subsection (a) of this section shall be distributed 
to other States, units of local government, and 
Indian tribal government, respectively, pro rata. 

(c) Definition 

In this section, the term ‘‘protection order’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 2266 
of title 18. 

(Pub. L. 90–351, title I, § 2011, formerly § 2006, as 
added Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40121(a)(3), Sept. 
13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1915; amended Pub. L. 106–386, 
div. B, title I, § 1101(b)(1), Oct. 28, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1492; renumbered § 2011, Pub. L. 107–273, div. A, 
title IV, § 402(2), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1789; Pub. 
L. 108–405, title III, § 310(b), Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 
2276.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Pub. L. 106–386, § 1101(b)(1)(A), in section catch-
line, substituted ‘‘Costs’’ for ‘‘Filing costs’’ and in-
serted ‘‘and protection orders’’ after ‘‘charges’’. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 106–386, § 1101(b)(1)(B)(i), added 
par. (1) and struck out former par. (1) which read as fol-
lows: ‘‘certifies that its laws, policies, and practices do 
not require, in connection with the prosecution of any 
misdemeanor or felony domestic violence offense, that 
the abused bear the costs associated with the filing of 
criminal charges against the domestic violence of-
fender, or the costs associated with the issuance or 
service of a warrant, protection order, or witness sub-
poena; or’’. 
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Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 106–386, § 1101(b)(1)(B)(ii), 
substituted ‘‘2 years after October 28, 2000’’ for ‘‘2 
years’’. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 106–386, § 1101(b)(1)(C), added sub-
sec. (c). 

§ 3796gg–6. Legal assistance for victims 

(a) In general 

The purpose of this section is to enable the At-
torney General to award grants to increase the 
availability of civil and criminal legal assist-
ance necessary to provide effective aid to adult 
and youth victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, or sexual assault who are 
seeking relief in legal matters arising as a con-
sequence of that abuse or violence, at minimal 
or no cost to the victims. Criminal legal assist-
ance provided for under this section shall be 
limited to criminal matters relating to domestic 
violence, sexual assault, dating violence, and 
stalking. 

(b) Definitions 

In this section, the definitions provided in sec-
tion 13925 of this title shall apply. 

(c) Legal assistance for victims grants 

The Attorney General may award grants under 
this subsection to private nonprofit entities, In-
dian tribal governments and tribal organiza-
tions, territorial organizations, and publicly 
funded organizations not acting in a govern-
mental capacity such as law schools, and which 
shall be used— 

(1) to implement, expand, and establish co-
operative efforts and projects between domes-
tic violence, dating violence, and sexual as-
sault victim services organizations and legal 
assistance providers to provide legal assist-
ance for victims of domestic violence, dating 
violence, stalking, and sexual assault; 

(2) to implement, expand, and establish ef-
forts and projects to provide legal assistance 
for victims of domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, stalking, and sexual assault by organi-
zations with a demonstrated history of provid-
ing direct legal or advocacy services on behalf 
of these victims; and 

(3) to provide training, technical assistance, 
and data collection to improve the capacity of 
grantees and other entities to offer legal as-
sistance to victims of domestic violence, dat-
ing violence, stalking, and sexual assault. 

(d) Eligibility 

To be eligible for a grant under subsection (c) 
of this section, applicants shall certify in writ-
ing that— 

(1) any person providing legal assistance 
through a program funded under subsection (c) 
of this section has completed or will complete 
training in connection with domestic violence, 
dating violence, or sexual assault and related 
legal issues; 

(2) any training program conducted in satis-
faction of the requirement of paragraph (1) has 
been or will be developed with input from and 
in collaboration with a tribal, State, terri-
torial, or local domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, sexual assault or stalking organization 
or coalition, as well as appropriate tribal, 
State, territorial, and local law enforcement 
officials; 

(3) any person or organization providing 
legal assistance through a program funded 
under subsection (c) of this section has in-
formed and will continue to inform State, 
local, or tribal domestic violence, dating vio-
lence, or sexual assault programs and coali-
tions, as well as appropriate State and local 
law enforcement officials of their work; and 

(4) the grantee’s organizational policies do 
not require mediation or counseling involving 
offenders and victims physically together, in 
cases where sexual assault, domestic violence, 
dating violence, or child sexual abuse is an 
issue. 

(e) Evaluation 

The Attorney General may evaluate the 
grants funded under this section through con-
tracts or other arrangements with entities ex-
pert on domestic violence, dating violence, 
stalking, and sexual assault, and on evaluation 
research. 

(f) Authorization of appropriations 

(1) In general 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $65,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2007 through 2011. 

(2) Allocation of funds 

(A) Tribal programs 

Of the amount made available under this 
subsection in each fiscal year, not less than 
3 percent shall be used for grants for pro-
grams that assist adult and youth victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, 
and sexual assault on lands within the juris-
diction of an Indian tribe. 

(B) Tribal government program 

(i) In general 

Not less than 7 percent of the total 
amount available under this section for 
each fiscal year shall be available for 
grants under the program authorized by 
section 3796gg–10 of this title. 

(ii) Applicability of subchapter 

The requirements of this section shall 
not apply to funds allocated for the pro-
gram described in clause (i). 

(C) Victims of sexual assault 

Of the amount made available under this 
subsection in each fiscal year, not less than 
25 percent shall be used for direct services, 
training, and technical assistance to support 
projects focused solely or primarily on pro-
viding legal assistance to victims of sexual 
assault. 

(3) Nonsupplantation 

Amounts made available under this section 
shall be used to supplement and not supplant 
other Federal, State, and local funds expended 
to further the purpose of this section. 

(Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title II, § 1201, Oct. 28, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1504; Pub. L. 108–405, title II, § 205, 
Oct. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2271; Pub. L. 109–162, title 
I, § 103, title IX, § 906(f), formerly § 906(g), Jan. 5, 
2006, 119 Stat. 2978, 3082, renumbered § 906(f), Pub. 
L. 109–271, § 7(b)(2)(B), Aug. 12, 2006, 120 Stat. 764; 
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