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ferred to in subsec. (b), is title XIII of Pub. L. 90–448, 
Aug. 1, 1968, 82 Stat. 572, as amended, which is classified 
principally to this chapter (§ 4001 et seq.). For complete 
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 
note set out under section 4001 of this title and Tables. 

The Federal Financial Institutions Examination 
Council Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), prob-
ably means the Federal Financial Institutions Exam-
ination Council Act of 1978, Pub. L. 95–630, title X, Nov. 
10, 1978, 92 Stat. 3694, as amended, which is classified 
principally to chapter 34 (§ 3301 et seq.) of Title 12, 
Banks and Banking. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 3301 of Title 12 and Tables. 

Section 522(a) of Public Law 103–325, referred to in 
subsec. (b)(4)(C), was in original ‘‘section 522(a) of such 
Act’’, which generally amended subsec. (b) of this sec-
tion. 

This title, referred to in subsec. (e)(3)(B), (C), means 
title I of Pub. L. 93–234, Dec. 31, 1973, 87 Stat. 977, which 
enacted this section and section 4104 of this title and 
amended sections 4001, 4013 to 4016, 4026, 4054, 4056, and 
4121 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of Flood Disaster Protec-
tion Act of 1973, and not as part of National Flood In-
surance Act of 1968 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (f)(3)(A). Pub. L. 110–289 substituted 
‘‘Director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency’’ for 
‘‘Director of the Office of Federal Housing Enterprise 
Oversight of the Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment’’. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–325, § 531, substituted section catch-
line for former section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–325, § 582(c), struck out 
‘‘, during the anticipated economic or useful life of the 
project,’’ before ‘‘covered by flood insurance’’ and in-
serted at end ‘‘The requirement of maintaining flood 
insurance shall apply during the life of the property, 
regardless of transfer of ownership of such property.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–325, § 522(a), amended subsec. 
(b) generally. Prior to amendment, subsec. (b) read as 
follows: ‘‘Each Federal instrumentality responsible for 
the supervision, approval, regulation, or insuring of 
banks, savings and loan associations, or similar insti-
tutions shall by regulation direct such institutions not 
to make, increase, extend, or renew after the expiration 
of sixty days following December 31, 1973, any loan se-
cured by improved real estate or a mobile home located 
or to be located in an area that has been identified by 
the Director as an area having special flood hazards 
and in which flood insurance has been made available 
under the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, unless 
the building or mobile home and any personal property 
securing such loan is covered for the term of the loan 
by flood insurance in an amount at least equal to the 
outstanding principal balance of the loan or to the 
maximum limit of coverage made available with re-
spect to the particular type of property under the Act, 
whichever is less.’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–325, § 522(b), inserted heading, 
designated existing provisions as par. (1), inserted par. 
(1) heading, and added par. (2). 

Subsecs. (d) to (h). Pub. L. 103–325, §§ 523–526, added 
subsecs. (d) to (h). 

1983—Pub. L. 98–181 substituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ wherever appearing. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by section 582(c) of Pub. L. 103–325 appli-
cable to disasters declared after Sept. 23, 1994, see sec-
tion 5154a(e) of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

§ 4013. Nature and limitation of insurance cov-
erage 

(a) Regulations respecting general terms and 
conditions of insurability 

The Director shall from time to time, after 
consultation with the advisory committee au-
thorized under section 4025 of this title, appro-
priate representatives of the pool formed or 
otherwise created under section 4051 of this 
title, and appropriate representatives of the in-
surance authorities of the respective States, 
provide by regulation for general terms and con-
ditions of insurability which shall be applicable 
to properties eligible for flood insurance cov-
erage under section 4012 of this title, including— 

(1) the types, classes, and locations of any 
such properties which shall be eligible for 
flood insurance; 

(2) the nature and limits of loss or damage in 
any areas (or subdivisions thereof) which may 
be covered by such insurance; 

(3) the classification, limitation, and rejec-
tion of any risks which may be advisable; 

(4) appropriate minimum premiums; 
(5) appropriate loss-deductibles; and 
(6) any other terms and conditions relating 

to insurance coverage or exclusion which may 
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter. 

(b) Regulations respecting amount of coverage 

In addition to any other terms and conditions 
under subsection (a) of this section, such regula-
tions shall provide that— 

(1) any flood insurance coverage based on 
chargeable premium rates under section 4015 
of this title which are less than the estimated 
premium rates under section 4014(a)(1) of this 
title shall not exceed— 

(A) in the case of residential properties— 
(i) $35,000 aggregate liability for any sin-

gle-family dwelling, and $100,000 for any 
residential structure containing more than 
one dwelling unit, 

(ii) $10,000 aggregate liability per dwell-
ing unit for any contents related to such 
unit, and 

(iii) in the States of Alaska and Hawaii, 
and in the Virgin Islands and Guam; the 
limits provided in clause (i) of this sen-
tence shall be: $50,000 aggregate liability 
for any single-family dwelling, and $150,000 
for any residential structure containing 
more than one dwelling unit; 

(B) in the case of business properties which 
are owned or leased and operated by small 
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business concerns, an aggregate liability 
with respect to any single structure, includ-
ing any contents thereof related to premises 
of small business occupants (as that term is 
defined by the Director), which shall be 
equal to (i) $100,000 plus (ii) $100,000 multi-
plied by the number of such occupants and 
shall be allocated among such occupants (or 
among the occupant or occupants and the 
owner) under regulations prescribed by the 
Director; except that the aggregate liability 
for the structure itself may in no case ex-
ceed $100,000; and 

(C) in the case of church properties and 
any other properties which may become eli-
gible for flood insurance under section 4012 
of this title— 

(i) $100,000 aggregate liability for any 
single structure, and 

(ii) $100,000 aggregate liability per unit 
for any contents related to such unit; and 

(2) in the case of any residential property for 
which the risk premium rate is determined in 
accordance with the provisions of section 
4014(a)(1) of this title, additional flood insur-
ance in excess of the limits specified in clause 
(i) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) shall 
be made available to every insured upon re-
newal and every applicant for insurance so as 
to enable such insured or applicant to receive 
coverage up to a total amount (including such 
limits specified in paragraph (1)(A)(i)) of 
$250,000; 

(3) in the case of any residential property for 
which the risk premium rate is determined in 
accordance with the provisions of section 
4014(a)(1) of this title, additional flood insur-
ance in excess of the limits specified in clause 
(ii) of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1) shall 
be made available to every insured upon re-
newal and every applicant for insurance so as 
to enable any such insured or applicant to re-
ceive coverage up to a total amount (including 
such limits specified in paragraph (1)(A)(ii)) of 
$100,000; 

(4) in the case of any nonresidential prop-
erty, including churches, for which the risk 
premium rate is determined in accordance 
with the provisions of section 4014(a)(1) of this 
title, additional flood insurance in excess of 
the limits specified in subparagraphs (B) and 
(C) of paragraph (1) shall be made available to 
every insured upon renewal and every appli-
cant for insurance, in respect to any single 
structure, up to a total amount (including 
such limit specified in subparagraph (B) or (C) 
of paragraph (1), as applicable) of $500,000 for 
each structure and $500,000 for any contents 
related to each structure; and 

(5) any flood insurance coverage which may 
be made available in excess of the limits speci-
fied in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of para-
graph (1), shall be based only on chargeable 
premium rates under section 4015 of this title, 
which are not less than the estimated pre-
mium rates under section 4014(a)(1) of this 
title, and the amount of such excess coverage 
shall not in any case exceed an amount equal 
to the applicable limit so specified (or allo-
cated) under paragraph (1)(C), (2), (3), or (4), as 
applicable. 

(c) Effective date of policies 

(1) Waiting period 

Except as provided in paragraph (2), cov-
erage under a new contract for flood insurance 
coverage under this chapter entered into after 
September 23, 1994, and any modification to 
coverage under an existing flood insurance 
contract made after September 23, 1994, shall 
become effective upon the expiration of the 30- 
day period beginning on the date that all obli-
gations for such coverage (including comple-
tion of the application and payment of any 
initial premiums owed) are satisfactorily com-
pleted. 

(2) Exception 

The provisions of paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to— 

(A) the initial purchase of flood insurance 
coverage under this chapter when the pur-
chase of insurance is in connection with the 
making, increasing, extension, or renewal of 
a loan; or 

(B) the initial purchase of flood insurance 
coverage pursuant to a revision or updating 
of floodplain areas or flood-risk zones under 
section 4101(f) of this title, if such purchase 
occurs during the 1-year period beginning 
upon publication of notice of the revision or 
updating under section 4101(h) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 90–448, title XIII, § 1306, Aug. 1, 1968, 82 
Stat. 575; Pub. L. 92–213, § 2(c)(2), Dec. 22, 1971, 85 
Stat. 775; Pub. L. 93–234, title I, § 101, Dec. 31, 
1973, 87 Stat. 977; Pub. L. 95–128, title VII, 
§ 704(a), Oct. 12, 1977, 91 Stat. 1145; Pub. L. 98–181, 
title IV, § 451(d)(1), Nov. 30, 1983, 97 Stat. 1229; 
Pub. L. 100–242, title V, § 544(a), Feb. 5, 1988, 101 
Stat. 1940; Pub. L. 100–628, title X, § 1086(a), Nov. 
7, 1988, 102 Stat. 3278; Pub. L. 100–707, title I, 
§ 109(o), Nov. 23, 1988, 102 Stat. 4709; Pub. L. 
101–137, § 1(c), Nov. 3, 1989, 103 Stat. 824; Pub. L. 
101–508, title II, § 2302(d), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1388–23; Pub. L. 103–325, title V, §§ 552(a), 573, 
579(a), Sept. 23, 1994, 108 Stat. 2269, 2278, 2284.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a)(6) and (c)(1), 
(2)(A), was in the original a reference to ‘‘this title’’ 
meaning title XIII of Pub. L. 90–448, Aug. 1, 1968, 82 
Stat. 572, known as the National Flood Insurance Act of 
1968, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 4001 of this title 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–325, § 573(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘a total amount (including such limits speci-
fied in paragraph (1)(A)(i)) of $250,000’’ for ‘‘an amount 
of $150,000 under the provisions of this clause’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 103–325, § 573(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘a total amount (including such limits specified in 
paragraph (1)(A)(ii)) of $100,000’’ for ‘‘an amount of 
$50,000 under the provisions of this clause’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 103–325, § 573(a)(3), added par. (4) 
and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: 
‘‘in the case of business property owned, leased, or op-
erated by small business concerns for which the risk 
premium rate is determined in accordance with the 
provisions of section 4014(a)(1) of this title, additional 
flood insurance in excess of the limits specified in sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (1) shall be made available 
to every such owner, lessee, or operator in respect to 
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any single structure, including any contents thereof, 
related to premises of small business occupants (as that 
term is defined by the Director), up to an amount equal 
to (i) $250,000 plus (ii) $200,000 multiplied by the number 
of such occupants which coverage shall be allocated 
among such occupants (or among the occupant or occu-
pants and the owner) in accordance with the regula-
tions prescribed by the Director pursuant to such sub-
paragraph (B), except that the aggregate liability for 
the structure itself may in no case exceed $250,000;’’. 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 103–325, § 573(b)(1), substituted a 
period for ‘‘; and’’ at end. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 103–325, § 573(b)(2), struck out 
par. (6) which read as follows: ‘‘the flood insurance pur-
chase requirements of section 4012a of this title do not 
apply to the additional flood insurance limits made 
available in excess of twice the limits made available 
under paragraph (1).’’ 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103–325, § 579(a), added subsec. (c). 
Pub. L. 103–325, § 552(a), struck out subsec. (c) which 

related to schedule for payment of flood insurance for 
structures on land subject to imminent collapse or sub-
sidence. 

1990—Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 101–508 substituted ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 1995’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1991’’. 

1989—Subsec. (c)(7). Pub. L. 101–137 substituted ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 1991’’ for ‘‘September 30, 1989’’. 

1988—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 100–242 added subsec. (c). 
Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 100–628 substituted ‘‘follow-

ing’’ for ‘‘Following’’ in cls. (i) and (ii). 
Subsec. (c)(5). Pub. L. 100–707 substituted ‘‘Disaster 

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act’’ for ‘‘Disaster 
Relief Act of 1974’’. 

1983—Subsecs. (a), (b)(1)(B), (4). Pub. L. 98–181 sub-
stituted ‘‘Director’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’ wherever appear-
ing. 

1977—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 95–128 added par. (2) and 
redesignated former par. (2) as (5). 

Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 95–128 added pars. (3) and 
(4). 

Subsec. (b)(5). Pub. L. 95–128 redesignated former par. 
(2) as (5), struck out ‘‘(or allocated to any person under 
subparagraph (B) of such paragraph)’’ after ‘‘paragraph 
(1)’’, and inserted ‘‘under paragraph (1)(C), (2), (3), or 
(4), as applicable’’ after ‘‘(or allocated)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 95–128 added par. (6). 
1973—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 93–234, § 101(a), in in-

creasing limits of coverage, struck out following intro-
ductory text ‘‘residential properties’’ the clause ‘‘which 
are designed for the occupancy of from one to four fam-
ilies’’; substituted provisions in cl. (i) ‘‘$35,000 aggre-
gate liability for any single-family dwelling, and 
$100,000 for any residential structure containing more 
than one dwelling unit’’ for ‘‘$17,500 aggregate liability 
for any dwelling unit, and $30,000 for any single dwell-
ing structure containing more than one dwelling unit’’; 
increased cl. (ii) limits to $10,000 from $5,000 and added 
cl. (iii). 

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 93–234, § 101(b), substituted 
‘‘$100,000’’ for ‘‘$30,000’’ in cl. (i), for ‘‘$5,000’’ in cl. (ii), 
and for ‘‘$30,000’’ in exception provision. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 93–234, § 101(c), increased cl. 
(i) limits to $100,000 from $30,000 and substituted cl. (ii) 
‘‘$100,000 aggregate liability per unit for any contents 
related to such unit’’ for ‘‘$5,000 aggregate liability per 
dwelling unit for any contents related to such unit in 
the case of residential properties, or per occupant (as 
that term is defined by the Secretary) for any contents 
related to the premises occupied in the case of any 
other properties’’. 

1971—Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 92–213 inserted 
‘‘church properties, and’’ before ‘‘any other properties 
which may become’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1988 AMENDMENT 

Section 544(b) of Pub. L. 100–242 provided that: ‘‘The 
amendment made by this section [amending this sec-
tion] shall become effective on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Feb. 5, 1988].’’ 

SAVINGS PROVISION 

Pub. L. 103–325, title V, § 552(c), Sept. 23, 1994, 108 Stat. 
2269, required the Director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to make payments under flood in-
surance contracts based on commitments made before 
the expiration of the 1-year period beginning on Sept. 
23, 1994, pursuant to the authority under subsec. (c) of 
this section or section 552(b) of Pub. L. 103–325, for-
merly set out below. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of all functions, personnel, assets, com-
ponents, authorities, grant programs, and liabilities of 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, including 
the functions of the Under Secretary for Federal Emer-
gency Management relating thereto, to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, see section 315(a)(1) 
of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

For transfer of functions, personnel, assets, and li-
abilities of the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, including the functions of the Director of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency relating thereto, 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, and for treat-
ment of related references, see former section 313(1) and 
sections 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

TRANSITION PHASE 

Pub. L. 103–325, title V, § 552(b), Sept. 23, 1994, 108 
Stat. 2269, permitted the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to pay amounts under flood 
insurance contracts for demolition or relocation of 
structures as provided in subsec. (c) of this section (as 
in effect immediately before the enactment of Pub. L. 
103–325), during the 1-year period beginning on Sept. 23, 
1994. 

§ 4014. Estimates of premium rates 

(a) Studies and investigations 

The Director is authorized to undertake and 
carry out such studies and investigations and re-
ceive or exchange such information as may be 
necessary to estimate, and shall from time to 
time estimate, on an area, subdivision, or other 
appropriate basis— 

(1) the risk premium rates for flood insur-
ance which— 

(A) based on consideration of the risk in-
volved and accepted actuarial principles, and 

(B) including— 
(i) the applicable operating costs and al-

lowances set forth in the schedules pre-
scribed under section 4018 of this title and 
reflected in such rates, 

(ii) any administrative expenses (or por-
tion of such expenses) of carrying out the 
flood insurance program which, in his dis-
cretion, should properly be reflected in 
such rates, and 

(iii) any remaining administrative ex-
penses incurred in carrying out the flood 
insurance and floodplain management pro-
grams (including the costs of mapping ac-
tivities under section 4101 of this title) not 
included under clause (ii), which shall be 
recovered by a fee charged to policyholders 
and such fee shall not be subject to any 
agents’ commissions, company expense al-
lowances, or State or local premium taxes, 

would be required in order to make such insur-
ance available on an actuarial basis for any 
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