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Secretary may acquire, deploy, and operate mo-
bile medical assets if, taking into consideration 
the evaluation conducted under subsection (a), 
such acquisition, deployment, and operation is 
determined to be beneficial and feasible in im-
proving the capacity of the Department of 
Health and Human Services to provide addi-
tional medical surge capacity to local commu-
nities in the event of a public health emergency. 

(c) Using Federal facilities to enhance medical 
surge capacity 

(1) Analysis 

The Secretary shall conduct an analysis of 
whether there are Federal facilities which, in 
the event of a public health emergency, could 
practicably be used as facilities in which to 
provide health care. 

(2) Memoranda of understanding 

If, based on the analysis conducted under 
paragraph (1), the Secretary determines that 
there are Federal facilities which, in the event 
of a public health emergency, could be used as 
facilities in which to provide health care, the 
Secretary shall, with respect to each such fa-
cility, seek to conclude a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the head of the Department 
or agency that operates such facility that per-
mits the use of such facility to provide health 
care in the event of a public health emer-
gency. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVIII, § 2803, as 
added Pub. L. 109–417, title III, § 302(a), Dec. 19, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2855.) 

PART B—ALL-HAZARDS EMERGENCY 
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–417, title I, § 102(a)(1), Dec. 19, 2006, 
120 Stat. 2832, inserted ‘‘All-Hazards’’ before ‘‘Emer-
gency Preparedness’’ in heading. 

§ 300hh–10. Coordination of preparedness for and 
response to all-hazards public health emer-
gencies 

(a) In general 

There is established within the Department of 
Health and Human Services the position of the 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Re-
sponse. The President, with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, shall appoint an individual 
to serve in such position. Such Assistant Sec-
retary shall report to the Secretary. 

(b) Duties 

Subject to the authority of the Secretary, the 
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Re-
sponse shall carry out the following functions: 

(1) Leadership 

Serve as the principal advisor to the Sec-
retary on all matters related to Federal public 
health and medical preparedness and response 
for public health emergencies. 

(2) Personnel 

Register, credential, organize, train, equip, 
and have the authority to deploy Federal pub-
lic health and medical personnel under the au-
thority of the Secretary, including the Na-

tional Disaster Medical System, and coordi-
nate such personnel with the Medical Reserve 
Corps and the Emergency System for Advance 
Registration of Volunteer Health Profes-
sionals. 

(3) Countermeasures 

Oversee advanced research, development, 
and procurement of qualified countermeasures 
(as defined in section 247d–6a of this title) and 
qualified pandemic or epidemic products (as 
defined in section 247d–6d of this title). 

(4) Coordination 

(A) Federal integration 

Coordinate with relevant Federal officials 
to ensure integration of Federal prepared-
ness and response activities for public health 
emergencies. 

(B) State, local, and tribal integration 

Coordinate with State, local, and tribal 
public health officials, the Emergency Man-
agement Assistance Compact, health care 
systems, and emergency medical service sys-
tems to ensure effective integration of Fed-
eral public health and medical assets during 
a public health emergency. 

(C) Emergency medical services 

Promote improved emergency medical 
services medical direction, system integra-
tion, research, and uniformity of data collec-
tion, treatment protocols, and policies with 
regard to public health emergencies. 

(5) Logistics 

In coordination with the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, the General Services Administration, and 
other public and private entities, provide 
logistical support for medical and public 
health aspects of Federal responses to public 
health emergencies. 

(6) Leadership 

Provide leadership in international pro-
grams, initiatives, and policies that deal with 
public health and medical emergency pre-
paredness and response. 

(c) Functions 

The Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and 
Response shall— 

(1) have authority over and responsibility 
for— 

(A) the National Disaster Medical System 
(in accordance with section 301 of the Pan-
demic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act); 
and 

(B) the Hospital Preparedness Cooperative 
Agreement Program pursuant to section 
247d–3b of this title; 

(2) exercise the responsibilities and authori-
ties of the Secretary with respect to the co-
ordination of— 

(A) the Medical Reserve Corps pursuant to 
section 300hh–15 of this title; 

(B) the Emergency System for Advance 
Registration of Volunteer Health Profes-
sionals pursuant to section 247d–7b of this 
title; 

(C) the Strategic National Stockpile; and 
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(D) the Cities Readiness Initiative; and 

(3) assume other duties as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XXVIII, § 2811, as 
added Pub. L. 109–417, title I, § 102(a)(3), Dec. 19, 
2006, 120 Stat. 2833.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 301 of the Pandemic and All-Hazards Pre-
paredness Act, referred to in subsec. (c)(1)(A), is section 
301 of Pub. L. 109–417, title III, Dec. 19, 2006, 120 Stat. 
2853, which amended sections 247d–6 and 300hh–11 of this 
title and sections 313 and 314 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and enacted provisions set out as notes under sec-
tion 300hh–11 of this title and section 313 of Title 6. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 2811 of act July 1, 1944, was renum-
bered section 2812 and is classified to section 300hh–11 
of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Pub. L. 109–417, title I, § 102(b), Dec. 19, 2006, 120 Stat. 
2834, provided that: 

‘‘(1) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS.—There shall be trans-
ferred to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Pre-
paredness and Response the functions, personnel, as-
sets, and liabilities of the Assistant Secretary for Pub-
lic Health Emergency Preparedness as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 19, 
2006]. 

‘‘(2) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any Federal law, 
Executive order, rule, regulation, or delegation of au-
thority, or any document of or pertaining to the Assist-
ant Secretary for Public Health Emergency Prepared-
ness as in effect the day before the date of enactment 
of this Act, shall be deemed to be a reference to the As-
sistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response.’’ 

§ 300hh–11. National Disaster Medical System 

(a) National Disaster Medical System 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall provide for the oper-
ation in accordance with this section of a sys-
tem to be known as the National Disaster 
Medical System. The Secretary shall des-
ignate the Assistant Secretary for Prepared-
ness and Response as the head of the National 
Disaster Medical System, subject to the au-
thority of the Secretary. 

(2) Federal and State collaborative System 

(A) In general 

The National Disaster Medical System 
shall be a coordinated effort by the Federal 
agencies specified in subparagraph (B), 
working in collaboration with the States 
and other appropriate public or private enti-
ties, to carry out the purposes described in 
paragraph (3). 

(B) Participating Federal agencies 

The Federal agencies referred to in sub-
paragraph (A) are the Department of Health 
and Human Services, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of De-
fense, and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

(3) Purpose of System 

(A) In general 

The Secretary may activate the National 
Disaster Medical System to— 

(i) provide health services, health-relat-
ed social services, other appropriate 
human services, and appropriate auxiliary 
services to respond to the needs of victims 
of a public health emergency (whether or 
not determined to be a public health emer-
gency under section 247d of this title); or 

(ii) be present at locations, and for lim-
ited periods of time, specified by the Sec-
retary on the basis that the Secretary has 
determined that a location is at risk of a 
public health emergency during the time 
specified. 

(B) Ongoing activities 

The National Disaster Medical System 
shall carry out such ongoing activities as 
may be necessary to prepare for the provi-
sion of services described in subparagraph 
(A) in the event that the Secretary activates 
the National Disaster Medical System for 
such purposes. 

(C) Test for mobilization of System 

During the one-year period beginning on 
December 19, 2006, the Secretary shall con-
duct an exercise to test the capability and 
timeliness of the National Disaster Medical 
System to mobilize and otherwise respond 
effectively to a bioterrorist attack or other 
public health emergency that affects two or 
more geographic locations concurrently. 
Thereafter, the Secretary may periodically 
conduct such exercises regarding the Na-
tional Disaster Medical System as the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate. 

(b) Modifications 

(1) In general 

Taking into account the findings from the 
joint review described under paragraph (2), the 
Secretary shall modify the policies of the Na-
tional Disaster Medical System as necessary. 

(2) Joint review and medical surge capacity 
strategic plan 

Not later than 180 days after December 19, 
2006, the Secretary, in coordination with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of Defense, and the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs, shall conduct a joint review of the 
National Disaster Medical System. Such re-
view shall include an evaluation of medical 
surge capacity, as described by section 
300hh–2(a) of this title. As part of the National 
Health Security Strategy under section 
300hh–1 of this title, the Secretary shall up-
date the findings from such review and further 
modify the policies of the National Disaster 
Medical System as necessary. 

(3) Participation agreements for non-Federal 
entities 

In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall establish criteria regarding the partici-
pation of States and private entities in the 
National Disaster Medical System, including 
criteria regarding agreements for such partici-
pation. The criteria shall include the follow-
ing: 

(A) Provisions relating to the custody and 
use of Federal personal property by such en-
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